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D A V I L A. 

A SERIES OF PAPERS, 



OR 



POLITICAL HISTORY. 



WjLlfTEN IM THE YEAR 1790* AKD THEM PUBLISHED IN THE 
GAZETTE Ot THE UNITED STATES. 



J » 



BY AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. 



HON PONEBAT RUMOftES ANTE SALUTEM. 



^* Triith* woiild you teach, to favc a finking land, 
** All read, none aid you, and few underAand. 

•• *Twas then the ftudious head, or genVous mind| 
** Foirwer of God, or friend of human kind, 

•« Taught Pow'rs due life to people and to kings, 

** Taught nor to flack nor drain its tender (Iringi 

«* The lefs or greater, fet fo juflly true, , 

«* That touching one mull ftrike the other too ; 

*' Till jaring interefls, of thcmfelvcs, create 

** Th* according mufic of a well mix*d State. 

^* Such is the world's great harmony that fpringi 

" From order, union, full confcnt of things ; 

«' Where fmall and great, where weak and mighty made 

•* To fcrve, not fufFer — flrengthcn, not invade; 

** More powerful each, as needful to the reO, 

*' And in proportion as it bleires, blicd..... pope. 
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jiDJ^ERTlSEMENT. 

TH^ Numbers, ^^hich form this Vol wrre originally publiflied in the 
\](a2ette of the United States, at New- York and Philadelphia, during the 

?'rear 179c ; and were tkei< fuppofcd to be the produdtion of the eelebni<« 
cd author of the " Defence of the Americen Cortfiitutiofu" In fupporC of this 
opinion, wc could, if it were ncceflary give many reafons ; but the 
rieader, on a careful peruf^l of them, will readily difcover, that they are 
the offspring of the fame mind, and m ly be dinin<5tly confidered as cor- 
telative parts, or an additional volume to the above work. With this view 
Wc have been governed, both in the fize of .the type and page, and in the 
Quality of the paper, to the American edition of the Defence, 
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PREFACE. 

SINCE the publication of thefe Difcourfes in 1790, our 
pbfervations abroad, and experience at home, have fufficient? 
\Y taught us the lefTons they were intended to inculcate ; an(j 
the evils they were defigned to prevent, have borne tefti-r 
mony of their truth. 

It is unneceflary to mention the rank or reputation of the 
fuppofed author, to give celebrity to the work. The Difcour- 
fes are allowed^ by the beft judges, to form a complete eflay 
pn afFociated man, in which praftical improvement is drawQ 
jfrom profound inveftigation ; his principles of adion, as an 
individual, traced to their efFeds in his relative capacity ; an4 
from the light of hiftory, and a thorough knowledge of hi^ 
nature, his pail difafters are made fubferyient to his prefent 
find future happinefs. 

The maxims inculcated in thefe Difcourfes, are calculatefj 

^ to fecure virtue, by laying a reftraint upon vice ; to give vU 

gour and durability to the tree oi liberty, by pruning its ex- 

crefcencies ; and to guard it againft the tempeft of fadtion, by 

the prptedion of a firm and well-balanced government. 

A work, combining fo much excellence, on a fubjed of fuch 
dignity and importance, cannot be too much appreciated....... 

Conceiving it to be both ufeful and honorable to their countryi 
the Editors are defirous of preferring it fropEi the inevitable 
'wrepk of a newfpaper publication ; and believing the worfe 
yill not fail of being approved by their fellow-citizens, they 
now tranfmit it to the public in a more durable form, withou| 
' ^e aid of fubfcription or private patronage. . 



Two Fadtions, drunk ^th.&ilhu£afinifaB4.beaik^ by men of the moft 
dcfperate Ambition, deff»l>iMil FraiiCoC *•* ' ^ --- :!/ 

• • ••• . • RemarltftnAbi Jiiftiiry of England^ 
Bp (Ion, March, 1805. :*.• :;•• 
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DISCOURSES ON DAVILA. 



No. I 



39 



Fcelix, quern faciunt aliena pericula cautuxn* 

1 HE French nation, known in antiquity 
under the appellation of the Franks, were ori- 
ginally from the heart of Germany. In the de- 
clenfion of the R oman Empire, they inhabited a 
country in the North, along the river Rhine, fi- 
tuated between- Bavaria and Saxony, which ftill 
preferves the name of Franconia* Having excef- 
lively multiplied, as it happens in cold climates, 
their country was found not fufficiently exten- 
five to contain them, nor fertile enough to nou- 
rifli them. Excited by the example of their 
neighbours, they refolved, by a common voice, 
to divide themfelves into two nations ; one of 
which fliould continue to inhabit their antient 
country ; and the other endeavour to procure, 
clfewhere, by the force of arms, an eftablifhment 
more vaft, more commgdious, and more fertile. 
This enter prife was refolved, and this divifion 
made by unanimous confent. Such as were deC- 
tined by lot, to effay their fortune, although 
trained to war, and incapable of terror, at the 
apprehenfion of the dangers of fuch an enter- 
prife, thought, however, that they ought not to 
abandon it to anarchy or hazard, but to condudl 
it with prudence and order. To concert the 

B meafures 
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meafures neceffary for the execution of theilf 
project, they affembled in the plains, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the river Sala. Accuftomed for 
many ages, to live in the obedience of a Prince^ 
dnd thinking the monarchical ftate the moft con- 
venient to a people who afpire to augment their 
power, and extend their conquefts, they refolved 
to choofe a King, who fliould unite in his fingle 
perfon, aJl the authority of the nation. Here per- 
haps D AviLA is incautious and incorreft ; for the 
Franksy as well as Saxons, and other German na- 
tions, though their governments were monar- 
chical, had their Grandees and People, who met 
aaid deliberated in National Affemblies, whofe re*- 
fults were often, to fay the leaft, confidered a* 
laws. Their great misfortune was, that, while 
it never was fufficiently afcertained, whether the 
fovereignty refided in the King, or in the Nation-- 
al AJfemhly^ it was equally uncertain, whether 
the King had a negative on the affembly ; wheth- 
er the Grandees had a negative on the King, or 
the people ; and whether the people had a nega- 
tive on both, or either. This uncertainty wiU 
appear hereafter, in Davila himfelf, to mark its 
courfe in bloody characters ; and the whole hif- 
tory of France will fliew, that from the firft mi- 

f ration of the Franks from Germany to this 
our^ it has never been fufficiently explained and 
decided. 

To this fupreme degree of power in the King 
(as Davila proceeds) they added, that the crown 
fliould be hereditary in the famUy elefted ; fore^ 
feeing, that if it were eleSlive^ it would be a 
fource of civil wars, which would prove deftruo- 
tive to all their enterprifes. Mankind, in new 
cftablifliments, generally ad: with fincerity, and 
with a fingle view to the public good,. They li£. 
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ten neither to the ambition nor the intereft: 
sot private perfons : Pharamond was elefted 
King, by unanimous confent. He was a fon of 
MarcomiFj iffue of the blood which had govern- 
ed the nation for many ages ; and, to an expe- 
rienced valor, united a profound wifdom, in the 
art of government. It was agreed that the fame 
title, and equal power, fhould defcend to his le- 
gitimate pofterity of the male line, in default of 
which the nation Ihould return to their right of 
iclefting a new fovereign. But as unlinnted au- 
thority may eafily degenerate into tyranny, the 
Franks, ?t the time of the eleftion of their King^ 
demanded the eftablifliment of certain perpetual 
and irrevocable laws, which Ihould regulate the 
order of fucceflian to the throne, and prefcribe in 
a few words, the form of government. Thefe 
laws, propofed by their priefts, whom they nam- 
ed Stf//V;2j, and inftituted in the fields, which takt 
their name from the river Sala^ were originally 
called Salique laws^ and have been confidered, 
from the eftablifliment of the monarchy, as the 
primitive regulations and fundamental conftitu- 
tions of the kingdom. 

Leaving their country to the old Prince Mar- 
comir, and palling the Rhine, under the com- 
mand of Pharamond, the Franks marched to the 
con^ueft of the Gauls, about the four hundred 
and nineteenth year of the chriftian ^Era.' The 
Roman legions, united with the Gaulifti troops, 
refifted Pharamond, till his death. The fceptre 
was left to his fon Clodion, an intrepid Prince, 
in the flower of his age, who in feveral battles 
defeated, the nations of the country, diflipated 
-the Roman armies, and eftabliflied himfelf in Bel- 
gick Gaul. Mcrovius, who fucceeded him, made 
a rapid progrefs j penetrated into C4eltic Gaul, 
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1^ DISCOURSES ON DAVILA. 

and extended his empire to the gates of Paris ; 
judging that he had conquered country enough to 
contain his fubjedb, and form a ftate of reafonable 
extent, he limited the courfe of his exploits, and 
turned all his cares to peace, after having united 
under the fame laws, and the fame name, the 
conquerors and the vanquifhed, whom he gov- 
erned peaceably. He died leaving the Franks fo- 
lidly eftablifhed in Gaul -: Such is the origin of 
the French monarchy, and fuch are her funda- 
mental laws. 

By the difpofitions of the fame laws, the work 
of the nation, are regulated, the rights and pre* 
rogatives of the Princes of the Blood : As each 
of them, in default of direft heirs, may, accord- 
ing to his rank, be called to the crown, their in- 
terefts are necefTarily connefted with thofe of the 
ftate. The people regard thefe privileges, as in- 
violable : Neither length of time, nor diftance of 
degree has ever done them any injury. All thefe 
Princes preferve the rank which nature has allot- 
ted them, to fucceed to the throne. They have in- 
deed, in the courfe of time, taken different names, 
fuch as thofe of Valoisj of Bourbons^ of Orleans^ of 
Angouleme^ of Vendome, of Alencon, of Montpenjier ; 
but they have not by thefe means loft the rights 
attached to the royal confanguinity, that, efpe- 
dally of fucceeding to the crown. Thefe differ- 
ent branches, have from time to time afferted 
the pre-eminence, due to their blood ; to inter- 
eft them the more forcibly, in the prefervation 
of a crown, to which, in fucceffion, they may all 
be called, it has been commonly made a rule, 
in cafe of the minority, or abfence of the lawful 
King, to choojfe for the tutors or regents of the 
kingdom, the Princes who were neareft related ; 
it would not indeed be natural to entruft the ad- 

miniftratioa 
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Hiiniftration to the hands of ftrangers, who might 
deftroy, or at leaft difmember fo beautiful a ftate r 
Whereas Princes born of the fame blood, ought, 
for that reafon, to watch over the confervation 
of an inheritance, which belongs to them, in 
fome fort. This right is not limply founded up- 
on ufage : The States General oi the Kingdom, ia 
whom refides the entire power of the whole na- 
tion whom they reprefent, have frequently con- 
firmed it. — Here again we meet with another 
inaccuracy, if not a contradiftion in Davijla; 
or rather with another proof of that confufion of 
law, and that uncertainty of the fovereignty, 
which for 1500 years has been to France, the fa- 
tal fource of fo many calamities :* Here the fov- 
creignty, or whole power of the nation, is affert- 
ed to be in the Jiates general ; whereas only three 
pages before, he had aflerted that the whole au- 
.thority of the nation was united in the King. 

Thefe two prerogatives, of fucceeding to the 
throne when a King dies without mafculine pof- 
terity, and of governing the kingdom during the 
abfence or minority of the legitimate fovereign, 
have at all times procured to the Princes of the 
blood, a great authority among the people, and 
the beft part in the government. They have ap- 
plied themfelves accordingly with remarkable 
vigilance, to the adminiilration of an Empire, 
which they regarded with juftice as their patri- 
mony : And the people, judging that they might 
have them one day for their firft IVIagiftrates, 
have always fhewn them the more refpecl, as they 
have more than once known the younger branch- 
es to afcend the Throne, in default of the elder. 
^ Thus the Crown has paffed from the Merovin- 
gians 

* Misera Servitus est^ ubi jus est vagum aut incognltum. 
ZJ804. 
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gians to the Carlovingians, and finally to the 
Capetians ; but always from male to male, in 
the Princes of the blood of thefe three races. 
From the laft of thefe defcended the King Louis 
the eleventh, whom the innocence of his life and 
the integrity of his manners, have placed in the 
number of the Saints. He left two fons, Philip 
the third, furnamed the Hardy ; and Robert, Earl 
of Clermont. Philip continued the elder branch, 
which reigned more than three hundred years, 
and took the furnamc of Valois. From Robert 
is defcended the younger branch, or the houfe of 
Bourbon, fo called, from the province, in which 
it poffeffed its fettlement. This houfe, refp ena- 
ble not only by birth, which placed it near the 
throne, but alfo by the extent of its lands and 
riches, by the valour and number of its Princes, 
almoft all.diftinguilhed by their merit and a fin- 
gular affability, arrived foon at an high degree 
of power. TJirs elevation, joined to the favour . 
of the people, excited againfl; the Bourbons, the 
jealoufy and envy of the Kings, whom this great 
credit and diftinguifhed fplendor, difpleafed, and 
alarmed. Every day brought frefli occafions of 
hatred, fufpicion and diftruft, which feveral times 
broke out in arms. Thus in the war, for the 
public good, John, Duke of Bourbon, declared him^- 
felf againft Louis the eleventh ; and Louis the 
twelfth, before his accefl[ion to the throne, was at 
war with Peter of Bourbon. The jealoufies 
which thefe Princes infpired into Kings, expofed 
them lometimes to fecret vexations, and fome*- 
times to declared enmities. We may add to this 
reflection of Davila, that it is extremely proba- 
ble, that thefe Princes, by frequently betraying 
fymptoms of ambition, afpiring at the throne, 
might give to Kings, juft grounds of jealoufy 
and alarm* Bafop^ 
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Before wc proceed in our difcourfes on Davx- 
LA, it will aflift ns, in comprehending his narra- 
tion, as well as in making many ufeful refle&ions 
in morals and policy, to turn our thoughts for a 
few moments to the conftitution of the human 
mind. This we fliall endeavour^- to do in our 
next effay. 



No. 2. 



La nature parle aut cceurs des Rots, tout comme a ceux dei 

particuliers. 

Nature fpeaks the fame language to the hearts 
of Princes, as to thofe of other men. Kings com- 
pare themfelves with Kings, or with fuch of their 
own fubjecls, as are neareft to them ; and have 
ihq fame fentiments as private perfons, of pride, 
vanity, jealoufy, refentment, and hatred, arifing 
from fuch comparifons. 

Francis Ift. after his afcenfion to the throne, 
whetherhc was mifled by animprudence of youth, 
or whether he confultcd only his own beneficent 
difpofition, propofed to himfelf, from the firft day 
of his reign, to aggrandize the Princes of the 
blood, and load them with favours. To elevate 
in dignity thofe who belonged to the Royal fa- 
mily, by proximity of blood, he believed to be 
for his own glory. Having difcerned in Charles , 
the head of tfie branch of Boyrbon, all the talents 
which form the great Captain, and the able States- 
man, he gave him the office of Conftable ; and by 
confering on him, and the Princes of that houfe, 
the moft diftinguiflied employments, he placed 
them at the head of the moft important affairs 

of 
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i5 DISCOURSES ON DAVILA. 

of his kingdom.* This it muft be confeffed was 
impolitic ; finte it is always dangerous for the 
firlt in office or command, to be over fond or fa- 
miliar with the fecond — to confer too many op- 
portunities of eclipfing his own glory, or of draw- 
ing away the attention of the public ; or to offer 
too many temptations to ambition, rivalry, or 
envy. Accordingly the firft fire of this zeal aba-, 
ted ; and experience having excited his jealoufy, 
or policy revealed to him the reafons of the con- 
duct, which his predeceffors had holden ; he . 
mdnifefted in the fequel as much eagernefs to. 
lower the Bourbons, as he had at firft difcovered 
of afieclion to exalt them. 

Fortune foon prefented an opportunity favor- 
able to his defign. Louifa of Savoy, his mother, 
had commenced a law fuit againft Charles, for . 
the Dutchy of Bourbon, in his poffeffion. Judg'- 
€s^ in thofe days^ were not independent. "^'Yhc, King 
thought that by influencing the decifion, in fa- 
vor of his mother, and by thus defpciling the 
houfe of Bourbon of the richeft portion of their 
patrimony, he might accelerate the declenfion of 
a credit, founded in part on their immenfe rich- 
es.-— Charles, in the courfe of the proceedings, 
difcovered the manoeuvres, which were praftifed 
to his prejudice, by the Chancellor Duprat, by . 
order of the King. The indignation, which he 
conceived at this injury, and the apprehenfion 
of the rcverfe of fortune which threatened him, 
ftnick him fo forcibly, that, having nejrociated 
fecretly with the Emperor, Charles'the fifth, and 
Henry the eighth, King of England, he confpired ; 

againft 

• See the late correfpondence between the Prince of Wales 
Jind his father, brother, &c. - Alfo, reccolledb the conduct 
of the 'Duke of Malborough and Queen Ann and her Minis- 
ters. - By fuch copibination of circumftances, what havoc 
isznadc with coniUtutioA^ and ftdminillrations.— 1804. 
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DISCOURSES ON C A ViLA. \ j 

, ^.gainft the State, and even againft the perfon o( 
-r^ .the King. His defigns were difcovered ; and 5 
'iriieceffiated to fly the kingdom with precipitation, 
■he afterwards bore arms againft his fovereign.— 
He commanded the Imperial army at the battle 
of Pavia^ in which, after the bloody defeat of the 
Trench army, the King furrounded on all fides 
;> by the infantry of the enemy, remained a prif- 
,*oner. The Conftable,,as a punifhment of all 
i thefe crimes, was declared a rebel : All his eftates 
:. were confifcated and united to the dominions of 
Jr^'the crown. He was killed foon after, at the 
:;'C taking of Rome : and there remained to the 
Bourbons nothing of that grandeur, which had 
-infpiredfo much umbrage to Kings. Their mif- 
- fortunes did not ceafe here. — Although Charles 
•■^ was deceafed without iflue, and the other Princes 
■7 of his Houfe had not favored his revolt, refent- 
•^ ment in the breaft of the King overcame his rea- 
fon, and the Bourbons were deprived of the fa- 
vours of the court, and banilhed from the gov- 
ernment. Their perfonal merit could not foften 
the hatred attached to their name. This rigour, 
■ it is true, diminiihed with time, and in propor- 
tion as the memory of the paft, and the difad- 
vantageous ideas which the King had conceived 
of them, were effaced from his mind. Never- 
thdefs, he cautioufly applied himfelf, to obftruft 
all the paflages, by which they might have re- 
turned to the poffeflion of thofe dignities, and 
that power, to which royal favor had formerly 
raifed tKem. Thefe fecret difpofitions of the 
,' ; King were perfectly known to Charles of Ven- 
.: dome, now at the head gf that Houfe,, who by 
liis moderation', ftudied to diflipate the fufpi- 
. cions, which were entertained againft his family : 
in this view he ref ufed, during the imprifon- 
..,.: - -• c. .,-■.<• V." meat 
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ment of the King, to pretend to the rcgerfqr^. 
which belonged to him, of right. — After thcfx 
King was fet at libei-ty, Charles fhuthimfelf up . 
with his domeftics, leading a private life, with* .J 
out meddling in the government of a State, iit '"y. 
which he faw he was fufpefted. All the other ^ij 
Bourbons, after his example, retired, as much to ^~[ 
prove that they- were innocent of the revolt of- /j 
the Conftable-^. afrtomarfc their fubmiffion toT 
the will of the King, even when it was moft? 
difadvantageous to them. They avoided every ^ 
thing which could revive the diftruft againft * 
them ; and, too openly in diferace, to think ol 
elevating themfelves to thofe dignities which 
they thought alone fuitable to their birth, and: ' 
too haughty to defcend to the fmaller places^ 
they renounced all the honors and offices of the . ,jft 
court.. The. fame caufes produce the fame ef* ':^ 
feels. The late revolution in France, opened 2 '^% 
profpecl to the Royal family, not very different? 
from that in 1515* Though the merits and in- 
juries of Orleans, may not be compared to thofe 
of a Conftable de Bourbon ; yet thepaffions of >\ 
a Prince of the blood of the fecond order may \; 
hereafter be painted by another Davila. Op-* -' 
portunity will generally excite ambition to af- 
pire J and if even an improbable cafe Jhould ■ 
happen of an exception to this rule j danger will ^ 
always be fufpefted and apprehended, in fuch 
circumftances, from fuch caufes. We may foon 
fee, that a form of government, in which every 
palllon has an adequate counterpoife, can alone 
fecure the public from the dangers and mifchiefs^ 
of fuch rivalries, jealoufies, envies and hatreds,. :. 
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ai^ Auguft verite ! 

??\ .. 'C'cft a toiyde montrer aux yeux des nation* 

2£'-.' Les coupable$ effets de leurs divifions. 

^^ . 1.., 

WHEN one family is depreffed, either in a 
* ::*^Ionarchy, or in any fpecies of republic, another 
"niuft arife. While, in the reign of Francis Ift, 
they thus humbled the branch of the Bourbons .; 
I;, there arofe two other powerful families, who 
i^'foon obtained the adminiftration of aflFairs : The 
J^houfe of Montmorency J and that of Guife ; both, 
'..^indeed inferior to the Blood Royal ; but both 
" illuftrious by the fplendor of the moft ancient no* 
bility. That of Montmorency produces Titles, 
%\% which prove its defcent, by an uninterrupted fuc- 
I-*'T ceffion, from one of the principal Grandees who 
;f- , accompanied Pharamcfnd in his firft expedition. 
- It has the glory of having been the firft French 
houfe which received baptifm and the Chriftian 
'/.Faith. The memory ^f this diftinftion is pre- 
|-; dferved in the motto of their arms, God help the 
%^' firft Chriftian Baron ; a fplendid teftimony both 
^/' of 4:he antiquity and religion of their anceftors. 
. i^nne of Montmorency, who united a vaft ge- 
vf nius, dircfted by prudence, to a grave and im- 
poiing deportment — who combined a Angular 
addreis to a patience never to be exhaufted in the 
iD^igues and affairs of the Court^ which change 
{o often their afpect, fprung from this ftock. — 
His high -qualities merited the confidence of 
J; Francis Ift. After having paffed through all the 
. ^ military gradations of the State, he was at firft 
. elevated to the dignity of Grand Mafter of the 
/ -iUng's houfehold^ and after the death of the Duke 
^■- y • of 
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tto DISCOURSES ON DAVILA. ' 

of Bourbon, to that of Conjlable — in one word he 
concentered in his perfon, the command of ar- 
mies, and the principal adminiftration of all the 
affairs, civil and political, of the kingdom. 

The houfe of Lorrairiy of which that of Guije 
is a branch, derives its original, from the high- 
eft antiquity. It reckons among its paternal an- 
ceftors, Godfrey of Bouillon, the famous leader 
of the Crufades, who by his valor and piety con- 
quered the kingdom of Jerufalem ; and by the 
female line it traces its defcent from a daughter 
of Charlemain. Anthony, of' Lorrain, chief of 
this rich and powerful family, reigned over his 
people, with an abfolute authority : Claud, his 
younger brother, went into France to take pof- 
feffion of the Dutchy of Guife, and there recom- 
mended himfelf by his valor. — ^After the battle 
of Marignan, where he commanded the German 
troops, he was taken out from an heap of dead 
bodies, covered over with blood and wounds ; 
his cure was thought to be a miracle, and he held 
afterwards the firtt rank among the greateft cap- 
tains of France. The houfes of Guife and Mont- 
morency, had rendered fervices of fuch impor- 
tance to the State that it was difficult to deter- 
mincjwhich of the two merited the pre-eminence. 
In the fplendor of their birth, and the extent of 
their domains, the Guifes had the advantage- 
In the favor of the King, the family of the Con- 
ftable was moft advanced, and faw itfelf at the 
head of affairs. Nature, which has eftabliftied in 
the univerfe a chain of being and univerfal or- 
der, dcfcending from Arch Angels to microfco- 
pic animalcules, has ordained that no two objects 
Ihall be perfectly alike, and no two creatures per- 
fectly equaU Although among men, all are fub- 
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Jcct by nature to equal laws of morality, and in 
ibciety have a right to equal laws for their gov- 
';. crnment, yet no two men are perfeftly equal in 
perfon, property, underftanding, aftivity and vir- 
tue — or ever can be made fo by any power le& 
than that which created them ; and whenever 
it becomes difputable between two individuals,or 
families, which is the fuperior, a fermentation 
commences,which difturbs the order of all things, 
until it is fettled, and each one knows his place 
. in the opinion of the public. The queftion of 
g^' fuperiority between the Guifes and Montmoren- 
cies had the ufual effefts of fuch doubts. But 
as nothing is lefs liable than the fortune of cour- 
tiers, in ill-ordered governments, they both ex- 
perienced reveries, towards the end of the reign 
. . of Francis the Ift. That jealoufy, which never 
has an end, becaufe it is always well founded, 
• which reigns in every' government, where every 
pailion and every intereft has not its correfpon- 
dent counterpoife, actuated the King. The two 
minillers not being fubject to any regular plan of 
: refponfibility, were become dangerous rivals of 
,j^ their matter : their enemies knew how to infin- 
*^'uate fufpicions. The Conftable fell into difgrace 
for having perfuaded the King to truft the pro- 
mifes of Charles the Vth. and to grant him a free 
paffage through France, as he went to chaftife 
the rebellion of Ghent, The Emperor not keep* 
ing his engagements, the King and the court ac- 
cufed the Conftable of having failed, either in 
prudence or fidelity. He was obliged to leave 
the court and return to private life, to conceal 
himfelf from the purfuits of his enemies. The 
.^ Duke of Guife was alfo conftrained to quit the 
J?^; court and give way to the ftorm, for having in- 
curred 
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currcd the difpleafure of the King, by caufing to 

be raifed upon the frontiers, without his confent, 

"^1^/.* • certain troops, which he fent to the Duke of 

Lorrain, his brother, at that time at war with the 
Aliabaptifts. 

The Conftable, and the Duke of Guifc, thus 
difgraced, were replaced by two roinifters of con- 
fummate experience, indefatigable induftry, and 
acknowledged abilities ; the Admiral D'Anne- 
baut and the Cardinal de Tournon. The medi- 
ocrity of their fortune and extraction, excited 
little apprehenfion, that they would ever arrive, 
at that high power, of which the King had reafon 
to be jealous, and which he dreaded in the hands 
of his fubjefts. This Prince, who undcrftood 
mankind, and was become unquiet and fufpicious 
fince his difgraces, had long refolved to difmifs 
from his perfon, the Conftable and the Duke, 
notwithftanding the long confidence with which 
he had honored them ; believing that he Ihould 
not be able to govern, according to his own 
mind, while he £hould have about him two per- 
fons, whofe credit and reputation were capable 
of balancing his will. He dreaded in the Con- 
ftable that profound experience, and that lively 
penetration, from which he could not conceal his 
moft hidden fecrets. Every thing was to him 
fufpicious in the Guifes. Their illuftrious birth, 
their reftlefs humor, their aftive genius, that ar- 
dent character to embrace every occafion to ag- 
grandize themfelves, and that ambition capable 
of fonping projefts the moft vaft and daring. As 
the judicial courts had no independence, and 
there was no regular judicature for impeach- 
ments, there could be no rational refponfibility. 
The King could inflift none but arbitrary punifti- 
mcnts \ there was no tribunal, but the States 
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'Cen^.ind.heir co,pmi.,«s. and among, thrf;-; 
the minifters had as many friends as the King.— '/i • . ; - 
The minifters- therefore' thought themfelves, and "^ / -s 
as the conftitutiori then ftood, they really were, ■' 
fo nearly equal to tlie King in power^ that they ;.. 
might do as they pleafed with impunity. They - f% 
,; prefum^ed too far, and the King was juftly o£- 
.Vi' fended : but had no remedy, but iii the affaffina- 
■ ' tion or difmiflion of his minifters — he chofethc 
latter ; though in the fequel we &all fee many 
inftances, in fimilar cafes, of the former : In the 
j^ laft years of his life, this monarch, if we may call 
by that name a Prince who was in effbS:, nothing 
more than the lirft individual in a miferable oli- 
'. garchy, fecrctly recommended to Prince Henry 
^tt^ his fon, to diftruft the exceflive power of his 
iPg' fubjefts, and cfpecially of the houfe of Guife, 
^^; whofe elevation would infallibly difturb the re- 
pofe of the kingdom. Francis now fawand felt, 
that the houfe of Guife was become, as the houfe 
of Bourbon had been before, a dangerous rival 
; / ef the houfe of Valois. 

r.. Ambition, difappointed and difgraced by a 
l' Kingi commonly becomes obfequious to the 

- ■; heir apparent, or ofteufible fucceffor. In 1547, 

Henry the fccond, the fucceffor of Francis the 

firft, difrega'rding the advice and example of his 

i father, difmiffed from his court and fervice, the 

gjj^ Admiral and Cardinal, though poffeffed of his 

: 'fecrets of the ftate ; and placed again at the 

head of afiairs, the Conftable Anne of Montmo- 

-^i""- rency, and Francis of Lorrain, fon of Claud 

- Duke of Guife, who foon engaged the confidence 
/ of the young King, and regulated every thing at 

*■; his court. Their authority was equal : But, as 

^ has been once obferved, nature has decreed, that 

■^ ..... a fcrfed 
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tf perfeEl tquality Jhall never long exijl between Mf 

^f.\ .>:• '"^m^/i^^i' two mortals. The views, the con duA and the 

/t ;■ ':::,^, ^: r** charafters of the two minifters, were unlike in 

\;; ' vr^.Hx *^' * all things. The Conftable advanced in years, 

; J \:'^^t^'^, >. V •"**^as naturallyfond of pe2\ce; Formed by a long ex- 

. .i::rvv?£^^''^^ perience in the art of government, he enjoyed 

iti-^^- - ■ ; * ■ * ^^ high reputation for wifdom, and held the firft 

'r j .?:: *v^"^ ^i place in the conduft of affairs of ftate. TheDuke, 

; * :•' '^V ' j^-^ / /-in the flower of his age, captivated by an clevat- 

, ''.^...cd genius and fprightly wit, united with a ro- 

j -iV l>uft conftitution and a noble figure, the affec- 

"^ ^-"} ' tions of the King. Henry treated him, almoft 

^^ "' '■ ^^ as his equal ; admitted him to his converfations, 

his pleafures, and thofe exercifes of the body 
which were fuitable to his age and inclination • 
. His affeftion for the Conftable, was rather ven- 
eration : His attachment to the Duke was fa- 
miliarity. The conduft of the two favourites 
. was very different ; the one an enemy of all 
fliow, urged with a certain feverity, from which 
' ;2? ^g^ is feldom exempted, the neceffity of econo- 

my. He even oppofed the profufion of the 
Prince. His auftere virtue infpired a contempt 
for foreigners, and rendered him little folicitous 
for the affe6Hon of the French. The Duke of 
Guife, affable and popular, gained by his liberal- 
^ ities and politenefs, the hearts of the people and 

\ the foldiers. With a generous warmth, he pro- 

^ tefted the unfortunate, and conciliated the efteemi 

? offtrangcrs. 

Inclinations and conduct fo oppofite, foon pro- 
duced jealoufies, between the two minifters, e- 
qually beloved of the King. To infinuate them- 
- felves further into the royal graces, and make 

themfeives matters of his favors, they exerted all 
^ their ikill, addrefs and effort^. Their emulation 

. and 
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and ambition were ftimulated by their neareft 
relations, and private friends. The Conftablie 
was irritated by his Nephew Gafpard de Coligniy 
Lord of Chatillon, who had fucceeded to the 
Admiral D'Annebaut, and who was not lefs dif- 
tingiiiftied for his policy, than eminent for val- 
or. The Duke of Guife was animated, by the 
^ Cardinal Charles of Lorrain, his brother, who 
'. united the fplendor of the Roman purple, to a 
noble figure, profound erudition and uncommon 
eloquence. 

Hence forward the daemon of rivalry, haunt- 

„■ cd the two houfes of Guife and Montmorency : 

;• . arid fortune did not fail to open a vaft career, to 

the animated emulation of the two competitors. 



No. 4. 

C'eft la le ptopre de I'efprit hamain, que Ics exemples ne 
corrigent perfonne ; les fottifes des pcres font perdues pour 
leurs enfans ; 11 faut que chaque generation fafTe les fiennes. 

LET us now attempt a performance of the 
promife at the clofe of our fir ft number : Men, 
m their primitive conditions, however favage, 
were undoubtedly gregarious — and they conti- 
nue to be focial, not only in every ftage of civiliza* 
tion,but in every poffible fituation in which they 
can be placed. As nature intended them for focie- 
ty, {he has furnifhed them with paffions, appetites, 
and propenfities, as well as a variety of faculties, 
calculated both for their individual enjoyment, 
and to render them ufeful to each other in their 
focial connexions. There is none among them 

D more 



1 



v« 



^6 



DISCOITRSES ON DAVILA. 



moreeffentiall 6r remarkable, than the pciffionfcr 
diftin6lion. A defire to be obferved, confidered, 
cfteemed, praifed, beloved, and admired, by his 
fellows, is one of the carlieft, as well as keeneft 
difpolitions difcovercd in the heart of man. If 
any one fliould doubt the exiftence of this pro- 
penfity, let him go and attentively obferve the 
journeymen, and apprentices in the firft w'ork- 
fliop, or the oarfmcn in a (tockboat — a family or 
a neighbourhood — the inhabitants of a houfe, or 
the crew of a fliip — a fchool or a college — a city, 
or a village — a favage, or civilized people — an 
hofpital, or a church — the bar, or the exchange 
— a camp, or a court. Wherever "men, women 
or children, are to be found, whether they be old 
or young — rich or poor — high or low — wife or 
foolilh — ignorant or learned — every individual is 
feen to be ftrongly aftuated by a delire to be feen, 
heard, talked of, approved and refpefted by the 
people about him, and within his knowledge. 

Moral writers have, by immemorial ufage, :i 
right to make a free ufe of the poets. 

The love of praiie, howe'ar conceal'd by art^ 
Reigns more or lefs, and glows in every heart ; 
The proud to gain it, toils on toils endure, 
The moded fhun it, but to make it fure. 
O'er globes and fceptres, now on thrones it fwells^ 
Now, trims the midnight lamp in college cells. 
'Tis tory, whig — it plots, prays, preaches, pleads, 
Harrangues in Senates, fqueaks in mafquerades ; 
It aids the dancer's heel, the writer's head, 
And heaps the plain with mountains of the dead ; 
Nor ends v»Mth life ; but nods in fable plumes 
Adorns our herfe, and flatters on our tombs. 

A regard to tlie fcntiments of mankind con- 
cerning him, and to their difpofitions towards 
him, every man feels within himfelf; and if he 
has rcllected, and tried experiments, hp has 

found 
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found, that no exertion df his reafon-^-no effort 
of his will, can wholly diveft hijn of it. In pro- 
portion to our affeAion for ,the notice of others 
IS our averfion to their neglect ; the ftronger the 
defire of the efteem of the pubUc,the more power- 
ful the averfion to their difapprobation— r-themore 
exalted the wifli for admiration, the more invin- 
cible the abhorrence of contempt. Every man 
not only defires the confideration of others, but 
he frequently compares himfelf with others, his 
friends or his enemies, and in proportion as he 
exults when he perceives that he has more of it, 
than they, he feels a keener afiliftion whep he 
fees that one or more of them, are more refped- 
pd than himfelf. 

This paffion, while it is fimply a defire to excel 
another, by fair induftry in the fearch of truth, 
5ind the practice of virtue, is properly called Em* 
ulation.. Whep it aims at power, as a means of 
diftinftion, it is Ambition. When it is in a fitua- 
tion to fuggefl: the fentiments of fear and appre* 
henfion, that anotl^er, who is now inferior, will 
become fuperior, it is denominated Jealoufy. — 
When it is in a ft^te of mortification, at the fu- 
periority of another, and defires to bring him 
dowfir to our level, or to deprefs him below us, 
it is properly jcalled Envy. When it deceives a 
man into a belief of falfe profeflions of efl:eem or 
admiration, or info a falfe opinion of his impor^ 
tance in the judgment of the world, it is Vanity. 
Thefc obfervations alone would be fufficient to 
fhew, that this propenfity, in allots branches, is ^ 
principal fource of the virtues and vices, the hap- 
pinefs and mifery of hiaman life ; and jth^t the 
liifto;ry of mankind is little more than a fimpl9 
narration of its operation ?nd effc(^* 

There 
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There is In human nature, it is true, flmpi© 
Benevolence — or an afFecHon for the good of 
pthers — but alone it is not a ballance for the fel- 
fifli affeftiens. Nature then has kindly added 
to benevolence, the defire of reputation, in order 
to make us good members of fociety. Spe^emur 
agendo expreffes the great principle of activity for 
the good of others. Nature has fandtioned tjic 
law of felf-prefervafeion by rewards and punifli- 
ments. The rewards of felfifli aftivity are life 
and health — the punifhments of negligence and 
indolence are want, difeafe and death. Each 
individual, it is true, fhould confider, that nature 
has enjoined the fame law on his neighbour, and 
therefore a refpeft for the authority of nature 
would oblige him to refpeft the rights of others 
is much as his own. But reafoning as abftrufe, 
though as fimple as this, would not occur to all 
men. The fame nature therefore has impofed 
another law, that of promoting the good, as well 
as refpefting the rights of mankind, and has 
fanftioned it by other rewards and punrlhments. 
The rewards in this cafe,in this life, are ejieem and 
ad?niration of others — the punifliments are negleSl 
and contempt — nor may any one imagine that 
thefe are not as real as the others. The defire of 
the efteem of others is as real a want of nature as 
hunger — and the negleft and contempt of the 
world as fevere a pain, as the gout or Hone. It 
fooner and oftener produces delpair, and a detef- 
tation of exiftence — of equal importance to indi- 
viduals, to families, and to nations. — It is a prin- 
cipal end of government to regulate this paflion, 
which in its turn becomes a principal means of 
government. It is the only adequate inftrument 
of order and fubordination in fociety, and alone 
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|:ommands eflfeftual obedience to laws, fince with- 
out it neitherhuman reafon, nor ftanding armies, 
would ever produce that great eflfeft. Every 
perfonal quality, and every bleffing of fortune, is 
cheriflied in proportion to its capacity of gratify, 
ing this univerfal afFeftion for the efteem, the 
fympathy, admiration and congratulations of the 
public. Beauty in the face, elegance of figure, 
grace of attitude and motion, riches, honors, 
every thing is weighed in the fcale, and defired, 
not io much for the pleafure they afford, as the 
attention they command. As this is a point of 
great importance, it may be pardonable to expa- 
tiate a little, upon thefe particulars. 

Why are the perfonal accomplifhments of beau- 
ty, elegance and grace, held in fuch high eftima- 
tion by mankind ? Is it merely for the pleafure 
which is received from the fight of thefe attri- 
lt>utes ? By no means ; The tafte for fuch delicacies 
is not univerfal — in thofe who feel the mofl: live- 
ly fenfe of them, it is but a flight fenfation,, and 
of fhortefl: continuance ; but thofe attraftions 
command the notice and attention of the public 
r— they draw the eyes of fpedators : This is the 
charm that makes them irrefifl.ible. Is it for 
fuch fading perfe<9ion§ that an hufband or a wife 
is chofen ? Alas, it is well known, that a very 
fliort familiarity, totally defliroys all fenfe and 
attention to fuch properties j and on the contra- 
ry, a very little time and habit deftroys all the 
averfion to uglinefs and deformity, when unat- 
tended with difeafe or ill-temper : Yet beauty 
and addrefs are courted and admired, very often, 
piore than difcretion, wit, fenfe, and many other 
accomplifliments and virtues, of infinitely more 
Importance to the happinefs pf private life, as 

well 
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well as to the utility and ornament of fociety. 
Is it for the momentous purpofe of dancing and 
drawing, painting and mufic, riding or fencing, 
that men and women are deftined in this life or 
any other ? Yet thofe who have the beft means 
of education, beftow more attention and expenfe 
on thofe, than on more folxd acquifitions. Why ? 
Becaufe they attraft more forcibly the attention 
of the world, and procure a better advancement 
in life. Notwithftanding all this, as foon as an 
cftablifhment in life is made, they are found to 
have anfwered their end, and are laid afide ne* 
gledled. 

Is there any thing in birth, however illuftri^ 
ous or fplendid, which fliould make a difference 
between one man and another ? If, from a com- 
mon anceftor, the whole human race is defcen- 
ded, they are all of the fame family. How then 
can they diilinguifli families into the more or the 
lefs ancient ? What advantage is there in an il- 
luftration of an hundred or a thoufand years ? 
Of what avail are all thefe hiftories, pedigrees, 
traditions ? What foundation has the whole fci- 
- cnce of genealogy and heraldry ? Are there dif- 
ferences in the breeds of nien, as there are in 
thofe of horfes ? If there are not, thefe fciences 
have no foundation in reafon— in prejudice they 
have a very folid one : All that philofophy can 
fay is, that there is a general prefumption, that 
a man has had fome advantages of education, if 
he is of a family of note. But this advantage 
muft be derived from his father and mother 
chiefly, if not wholly ; of what importance is it 
then, in this view, whether the family is twen- 
ty generations upon record, ox only two ? 

Th9 
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The mighty fecret lies in this : An illuftrious 
defcent attrads the notice of mankind. A An- 
gle drop of royal blood, however illegitimately 
Scattered, will mike any man or woman proud 
or vain. Why ? Becaufe, although it excites 
the indignation of maiiy, and the envy of more, 
it ftill attrafts the attention of the world. Noble 
blood, whether the nobility be hereditary or 
elective, and indeed more in republican govern- 
ments than in monarchies, leaft of all in defpo- 
tifms, is held in eftimation for the fame reafon. 
It is a name and a race that a nation has been 
interefted in, and is in the habit of refpefting. — 
Benevolence, fympathy, congratulation, have 
been fo long affociated to thofe names in the 
minds of the people, that they are become na- 
tional habits. National gratitude defcends from 
the father to the fon, and is often ftronger to the 
latter than the former : It is often excited by re- 
morfe, upon refledion on the ingratitude and in- 
juftice with which the former has been treated. 
When the names of a certain family are read in 
all the gazettes, chronicles, records, and hiftories 
of a country for five hundred years, they become 
known, refpecled, and delighted in by every bo- 
dy. A youth, a child of this extraftion, and 
bearing this name, attrafts the eyes and ears of 
all companies long before it is known or enquir- 
ed, whether he be a wife man, or a fool. His 
name is often a greater diftinftion, than a title, a 
ftar, or a garter. This it is which makes fo ma- 
ny men proud, and fo many others envious of il- 
luftrious defcent. The pride is as irrational and 
contemptible as the pride of riches, and no more. 
A wife man will lament that any other diftinc- 
tion than that of merit Ihould be made. A good 
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inan^ will lieither be proud nor vain of his birth ; 
but will earneftly improve every advantage he 
has for the public good. A cunning man will 
carefully conceal his pride ; but will indulge it 
in fecret, the more effeclually, and improve his 
advantage to greater profit. But was any man 
ever known fo wife, or fo good, as really to def- 
pife birth or wealth ? Did you ever read of a 
mSn rifing to public notice, from obfcure begin- 
ings,who was not reflefted on? Although with ev- 
ery liberal mind, it is an honor, and a proof of 
merit, yet it is a difgracc with mankind in gene- 
ral* — What a load of fordid obloquy and envy 
has every fuch mail to x:arry ? I'he contempt 
that is thrown upon obfcurity of anceftry aug- 
ments the eagernefs for the ftupid adoration 
that is paid to its illuftration. 

This defire of the confideratlon of our fellow- 
men, and their congratulations in our joys, is 
not lefs invincible, than the defire of tlieir fym- 
pathy in our forrows. It is a determination of 
our nature that lies at the foundation of our whole 
moral fyftem in this world, and may be conneft-* 
ed effentially with our defl:ination in a future 
ftate. Why do men purfue riches ? What is the 
end of avarice ? — ^Thefe queftions maybe arifwer- 
cd in our next. 



No. 5. 

O fureur de fe diftinguer, que ne pouvez vous point ! 

THE labour and anxiety, the enterprizes, and 
adventures, that are voluntarily undertaken in 
purfuit of gain, are out of all proportion to the 

utility 
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Utility, convenience or pleafure of riches. A 
competence to fatisfy the wants of nature, food 
and cloaths, a flieltcr from the fcalbns, and the 
comforts of a family, may be had for very little. 
The daily toil of the million, and of millions of 
millions, is adequate to a complete fapply of thefe 
heceflities and conveniences. With fuch accom- 
modations thus obtained, the appetite is keener, 
the digeftion more eafy and perfect, and rcpofe 
is more refrefliing, than among the molt abun- 
dant fuperfluities and the rareft luxuries. For 
what reafon then, are any mortals averfe to ths 
fituation of the farmer, mechanic or labourer ? — 
Why do we tempt the feas, and encompafs the 
globe ? Why do any men affront heaven and 
earth, to accumulate %Vealth, which will forever 
be ufelefs to them ? Why do we make an often- 
tatious difplay of riches ? Why fhould any man 
be proud of his purfe, houfcs, lands, or gardens ? 
or in better words, why lliould the rich maa 
glory in his riches ? What connedion can there 
be between wealth and pride ? 

The anfwer to all thefe queftions is, hccav.fe 
riches attraSl the attention^ conjicleration and congral:^ 
ulatioiA of mankind ; it is not becaufe the rich 
have really more of eafe or pieafurc tlu.n the 
poor. Riches force the opinion on Aman x\\:X lie ir: 
the objeft of the congratulations of otiiers ; ?.\A 
he feels that they attract the complaiCmcv^ of the 
public. His fenfes ail inform him that hi:i ^^?:'i^:h- 
bors have a natural difpofitlon to Ijirn. ;.=:i3'i 
with all thofe pleaiing emotic.is, rind u-;tc. ::.bic 
fenfations, which the elegant accomnrjJ.uions 
around him arc fuppofed to excite. 

His imagination expands^and \\iz Lc.irt 'J'I?.^?s at 
thefe charming illulions : nnd his al l:.cIx "-cnt 
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his poffcffions increafes, as faft as his defire to ac* 
cumulate more : not for the purpofes of benefi- 
cence or utility, but from the defire of illuftra^ 
tion. 

Why, on the other hand, {hould any man be a- 
fliamed to make known his poverty? Why fliould 
thofe who have been rich, or educated in the hou- 
fes of the rich, entertain fuch an averfion, or be 
agitated with fuch terror, at the profpeft of lot 
ing their property ? Or of being reduced to live 
at an humbler table ? In a meaner houfe ? To 
walk inftead of riding ? Or to ride without their 
accuftomed equipage or retinue ? Why do we 
hear of madnefs, melancholy, and fuicides, upon 
bankruptcy, lofs of fhips, or any other fudden fall 
from opulence to indigence, or mediocrity ? Afk 
your reafon, what difgrace there can be in pov- 
erty ? What moral fentiment of approbation, 
praife or honor can there be in a palace ? What 
diflionor in a cottage ? What glory in a coach, 
tvhat fliame in a waggon ? Is not the fenfe of 
propriety, and fenfe of merit, as much connefted 
with an empty purfe, as a full one ? May not a 
tnan be as cftimable, amiable and refpedable, at- 
tended by his faithful dog, as if preceded and 
followed by a train of horfes and fervants ? AH 
thefe quefl:ions may be very wife ; and thefl:oical 
philofophy has her anfwers ready. But if you aik 
the fame quefl:ions of nature, experience^ and 
mankind, the anfwers will be dircftly oppofite to 
thofe of Epidetus^ viz. that there is more refpeo- 
tability in the eyes of the greater part of man- 
kind, in the gaudy trappings of wealth, than 
there is in genius or learning, wifdom or virtue. 

The poor man's confcience is clear ; yet he is 
aiiiamed. His character is irreproachable, yet 

he 
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he is neglefted and defpifed. He feels himfelf 
out of the fight of others, groping in the dark. 
Mankind take no notice of him : he rambles 
and wanders unheeded. In the midft of a 
croud, at church, in the market, at a play, at an 
execution or coronation, he is in as much obfcu- 
rity, as he would be in a garret or a cellar. He 
is not difapproved, cenfured or reproached : he 
is only not Jeen. This total inattention is to 
him, mortifying, painful aiid cruel. He fufFers 
a mifery from this confideration, which is fliar- 
pened by the confcioufnefs that others have no 
fellow feeling with him in this diftrefs. If you 
follow thefe perfons,however,into their fccnes of 
life, you will find that there is a kind of figure 
which the meanefl: of them all, endeavors to make; 
a kind of little grandeur and refpecl, which the 
moft infignificant ftudy and labour to procure, 
in the fmall circle of their acquaintances. Not ' 
only the pooreft mechanic, but the man who 
lives upon common charity, nay the common 
beggars in the ftreets ; and not only thofe who 
may be all innocent, but even thofe who have 
abandoned themfelves to common infamy as pi- 
rates, highwaymen and common thieves, court 
a fet of admirers, and plume themfelves on that 
fuperiority, which they have, or fancy they have, 
over fome others. There muft be one indeed 
who is the laft and loweft of the human fpecies* 
But there is no riifk in afferting that there is no 
one, who believes and will acknowledge himfelf 
to be tTie man. To be wholly overlooked and 
to know it, are intolerable. Infl:ances of this are 
not uncommon. When a wretch could no Ion- 
ger attraft the notice of a manr, woman or child, 
he muft be refpeftable in the eyes of his dog.—^ 
f^ Who will love me then f^ was the pathetic re- 
ply 
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ply of one, who flarvcd himfelf to feed his mas- 
tiff, to a charitable paffeiiger who advifed him to 
kill or fell the animal. In this " who will love me 
ihcn^^ there is a key to the human heart — to the 
hiftory of human life andmanncrs — and to the rife 
and fall of Empires. To feel ourfelves unheed- 
ed, chills the moft pieafing hope — damps the 
mofl fond defire — checks the moft agreeable 
wifli — difappoints the moft ardent cxpcclaticns 
of human nature. 

Is there in fcieilce and letters, a reward for the 
labor they require ? Scholars learn the dead lan- 
guages of antiquity, as well as the living tongues 
of modern nations. Thofe of the euft as well 
as the weft. They puzzle themfelves and 
others with metaphyfics and mathematics. They 
renounce tlieir pleafures, neglect their exercifcs, 
and deftroy their health : For what ? Is curiofi- 
ty fo ftroijg ? Is the pleafure that accompanies 
the purfuit and acquilition of knowledge fo cx- 
quilite ? If Crufoe^ on his ifland, had thp library 
of Alexandria^ and a certainty that he fliould nev- 
er again fee the face of man, would he ever open 
a volume ? Perhaps he might ; but it is very prob- 
able he would read but little. A fenfe of duty ; 
a love of truth ; a deiire to alleviate the anxie- 
ties of ignorance, may, no doubt, have an influ- 
ence on fome minds. But the univcrfal obje<9: 
and idol of men of letters is repufation. • It is the 
notorietyj the celebration, which conftitutes the 
chiarm, which is to compenfate the lofs of appe- 
tite and fleep, and fometimes of riches a*nd hon* 
ors. 

The fame ardent defire of the congratulations of 
others in our joys, is the great incentive to the 
purfuit of l^onors. This might be exemplified in 
• tlw 
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the career of civil and political life. That wc 
may not be too tedious, let us inftancc in milita- 
ry glory. 

Is it to^be fuppofed that the regular flanding 
armies of Europe, engage in the fcrvicc, from 
pure motives of patriotifm ? Are their officers 
jnen of contemplation and devotion, who expeft 
their reward in a future life ? Is it from a fenfe 
of moral, or religious duty, that they rifk 
their lives, and reconcile thcmfelves to wounds ? 
Inflances of all tliefe kinds may be found. But 
if any one fuppofcs that all, or the greater part 
of thefe heroes, are actuated by fuch principles,- 
he will only prove that he is unacqainted with 
them. Can their pay be conlidcrcd as an adc» 
quate encouragement ? This, which is no more 
than a very fimple and moderate fubfiftence, 
would never be a temptation to renounce the 
phances of fortune in other purfuits, together 
with the pleafurcs of domeftic life, and fubmit to 
this moft difficult and dangerous employment. No, 
it is the confideration and tlie chances of laurels, 
which they acquire by the fervice. 

The foldier compares himfelf with his fellows, 
and contends for promotion to be a Corporal : 
the Corporals vie with each other to be Sergeants: 
the Sergeants will mount breaches to be Enfigns : 
and thus every man in an army is conftantly af- 
piring to be fomething higher, as every citizen 
in the commonwealth is conftantly ftruggling for 
a better rank, that he may draw the obfcrvatiop 
^i more eyes. 
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No. 6. 



Such bribes the rapid Greek o'er -Afia hurPd ; 
For fuch, the fteady Romans (hook the world. 

IN" a city or a village, little employments and 
trifling diftinftions are contended for with equal 
cagernefs, as honors and offices in common- 
wealths and kingdoms. 

What is it that bewitches mankind to marks 
and figns ? A Ribbon ? A Garter ? A Star ? A gol- 
den Key ? A MarfhalPs StaflF ? Or a white hick- 
ory Stick? Though there is in fuch frivolities, as 
thefe, neither profit nor pleafure, nor any thing 
amiable, eftimable or refpeftable ; yet experience 
teaches us, in every country of the world, they 
attraft the attention of mankind more than parts 
or learning, virtue or religion. They are there- 
fore fought with ardor, very often, by men pof- 
fefled in the moft eminent degree, of all the more 
folid advantages of birth and fortune, merit and 
fervices, with the beft faculties of the head, and 
the moft engaging recommendations of the heart. 

Fame has been divided into three fpecies : Glo- 
ry, which attends the great aftlons of lawgivers 
and heroes, and the management of the great 
commands and firft offices of State : Reputation, 
which is cherifiied by every gentleman : and Cre- 
dit, which is fupported by merchants and tradef- 
men. 3ut even this divifion is incomplete, becaufc 
the defire and theobjeftof it,thoughit may be con- 
fidered in various lights,and under different mod- 
ifications, is not confined to gentlemen nor mer- 
chants, but is common to every human being.— ». 
•There are no men, who are not ambitious of dif- 
tinguifhing themfelves, and growing confidera- 

bio 
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ble among thofe, with whom they converfe,— - 
This ambition is natural to the human foul : and 
as when it receives a happy turn, it is the fourcc 
of private • felicity and public profperity ; and 
•when it errs, produces private uneafinefs and 
public calamities. It is the bufinefs and duty o£ 
jMrivate prudence,of private and public education^ 
and of national policy, to direft it to right ob- 
jefts. For this purpofe it fliould be confidered, 
that to every man who is capable of a worthy 
conduft, th^ pleafure from the approbation o£ 
worthy men is exquifite and inexpreflible. 

It is curious to confider the final caufes o£ 
things, when the phyfical are wholly unknown. 
The intellediual and moral qualities, are moil: 
within our power, and undoubtedly the moft eC- 
fential to our happinefs. The perfonal qualities 
of health, ftrength, and agility, are next in im- 
portance. Yet, the qualities of fortune, fuch as 
birth, riches, and honors, though a man has lefe 
reafon to eftcem himfelf for thefe, than for thofc 
o£ his mind or body, are, every where acknow- 
ledged, to glitter with the brighteft luftre, in the 
eyes of the world. 

As virtue is the only rational fource, and eter- 
nal foundation of honor, the wifdom of nations^ 
in the titles they have eftabliflied as the marks of 
order and fubordination, has generally given an 
intimation, not of perfonal qualities, nor of the 
qualities of fortune ; but of fome particular vir- 
tues, more efpecially becoming men, in the high 
ftations they poffefs. Reverence is attributed to 
the Clergy — ^veneration to IN'lagiftrates — honor 
to Senators — ferenity, clemency, or mildnefs of 
difpofition to Princes. The fovereign authority 
and lupreme executive, have commonly titles 

that 
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that dcfii^natc power as well as virtue — as Majef- 
ty to Kings — magnificent, nioft honored, and 
fovcreign Lords, to the government of Geneva 
-—noble niighlincncs to the States of Friefland 
— jioblc and mighty Lords to the States of Guel- 
dcrland — noble great and venerable Lords to the 
regency of Lcydcn — noble and grand mighti- 
nclVcs to the States of Holland — noble great and 
venerable Lords, the regency of Amftcrdam — no- 
ble mightineffes, the States of Utrecht — and higli 
mightineffcs the States General. 

A death bed, it is faid, fliews the emptinefs of 
titles. That may be. But does it not equally 
fliew the futility of richefs, power,liberty, and all 
earthly things ? The cloucl-capt towers, the gor- 
geous palaces, the folemn temples, the great globe 
itfelf, appear the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, and 
life itfelf a tale, told by an ideot, full of found 
and fury, fignifying nothing. Shall it be infer- 
red from this, that fame, liberty, property and 
life, fliall be always defpifed and neglected ? Shall 
laws and government, which regulate fublunary 
things be ncgtected, becaufe they appear baubles 
at the hour of death ? 

The wifdom and virtue of all nations have en- 
deavored to regulate the paflion for refpecl and 
difiinclion, and to reduce it to fome order in fo- 
ciety, by titles marking the gradations of ma^f- 
tracy, to prevent, as far as human power and po- 
licy can prevent, collifions among the paflions of 
many puriuing the (ame objects, and the rival* 
ries, animofities, envy, jealoufy and vengeance, 
which always refult from them. 

Has there ever been a nation, who underftood 
the human heart, better than the Romans ? Or 
made a better ufc of the paffion for confidera^ 

tion. 
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futility, convenience or pleafure of riches. A 
competence to fatisfy the wants of nature, food 
and cloaths, a flielter from the fcafons, and the 
comforts of a family, may be had for very little* 
The daily toil of the million, and of millions of 
millions, is adequate to a complete fupply of thefe 
neccffities and conveniences: With fuch accom* 
modations thus obtained, the appetite is keener, 
the digeftion more eafy and perfeft, and repofe 
is more refrefhing, than among the moil abun- 
dant fuperfluities and the rareft luxurieS; For 
what rcafon then, are any mortals averfe to the 
fituation of the farmer, mechanic or labourer ? — 
Why do we tempt the feas, and encompafs the 
globe ? Why do any men affront heaven and 
earth, to accumulate wealth, which will forever 
be ufelefs to them ? Why do we make an often- 
tatious difplay of riches ? Why fliould any man 
be proud of his purfe, houfes, lands, or gardens ? 
or in better words, why fliould the/ich man 
glory in his riches ? What connexion -can there 
be between wealth and pride ? 

The anfwer to all thefe queftions is, hecaufe 
riches dttra6l the attention ^ conjideration and congrat* 
ulations of mankind ; it is not becaufe the rich 
have really moire of eafe or pleafure than the 
poor. Riches force the opinion on aman that he is 
the object of the congratulations of others ; and 
lie feels that they attrad the complaifanee of the 
public. His fenfes all inform him that his neigh* 
bors have a riatural difpofition to harmonize 
with all thofe pleafing emotions, and agreeable 
fenfations, which the elegant accommodations 
around him are fuppofed to excite. 

His imagination expands,aQd his heart dilates at 
thefe charming illuiions : and his attachment to 
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his poffeflions increafes, as faft as his defire to ac-^ 
cumulate more : not for the purpofes of benefi- 
cence or utility, but-from the defire of illuftra- 
tion. 

Why, on the other hand, fliould any man be a- 
fliamcd to make known his poverty? Why ftioulcf 
thofe who have been rich, or educated in the hou- 
fes of the rich, entertain fuch an averfion, or be 
agitated with fuch terror, at the profpeft of lof* 
ing their property ? Or of being reduced to live' 
at an humbler table ? In a meaner houfe ? To- 
walk inftead of riding ? Or to ride without their 
accuftomed equipage or retinue ? Why do wer 
hear of madnefs, melancholy, and fuicides, upon 
bankruptcy, lofs of fliips, or any other fudden fatt 
from opulence to indigence, or mediocrity ? Afk 
your reafon, what difgractf there can be in pov--- 
crty ? What moral fentiment of approbation, 
praife or honor can there be in a palace ? What 
difhonor in a cottage ? What glory in a coach^ 
what fliame in a waggon ? Is not the fenfe of 
propriety, and fenfe of merit, as much connede<i 
with an empty purfe, as a full one ? May not a- 
man be as eftimable, amiable and refpeclable, at-^ 
tended by Iris faithful dog, as if preceded and 
followed by a train of hordes and fervants ? AlF 
thefe queftions may be very wife j and the ftoical 
philofophy has her anfwers ready. But if you aik^ 
the fame queftions of nature, experience, and- 
fiiankind, the anfwers will be direftly oppofite ta 
thofe of Efi^etusy^ viz. that there is more refpec- 
lability in the eyes of the greater part of man-* 
kind, in the gaudy trappings of wealth, than 
there is in genius or learning, wifdom or virtue^ 

The poor man's confcience is clear ; yet he is 
;^amcd. His character is irreproachable, yet 
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lie is negledied and defpifed. He feels himfelf 
put of the fight of others, groping in the dark. 
Mankind take no notice of him : he rambles 
and wanders unheeded. In the midft of ^ 
.croud, at church, in the market, at a play, at an 
execution or coronation, he is in as much obfcu- 
arity, as he would be in a garret or a cellar. He 
is not difapproved, cenfured or reproached : he 
is only not feen. This total inattention is to 
Jiim, mortifying, painful and cruel. .He fuffers 
a mifery from this confideration, which is flur- 
pened by the confcioufnefs that others have no 
fellow feeling with him in this diftrefs. If you 
follow thefe perfons^howeverjinto their fccnes of 
life, you will find that there is a kind of figure 
which the meanefl: of them all, endeavors to make; 
a kind of little grandeur and refpcct, which the 
mofl: infignificant fl:udy and labour to procure, 
in the fmall circle of their acquaintances- Not 
only the pooreft mechanic, but the man who * 
Jives upon common charity, nay the common 
beggars in the ftreets ; and not only thofe who 
may be all innocent, but even thofe who have 
abandoned themfelves to common infamy as pi-' 
rates, highwaymen and common thieves, court 
a fet of admirers, and plume themfelves on that 
fuperiority, which they have, or fancy they have, 
over fome others. There muft be one indeed 
who is the laft and lowcfl: of the human fpecies. 
But there is no rilk in afferting that there is no 
one, who believes and will acknowledge himfelf 
to be the nian. To be wholly overlooked and 
to know it, are intolerable. Inftances of this are 
not uncommon. When a wretch could no Ion- 
ger attraft the' notice of a man, woman or child, 
he muft be refpeftable in the eyes of his dog.—. ^ 
\^ Who will love m^ then ?** was the pathetic re- 
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ply of one, who ftarved himfelf to feed his mas^ 
tiff, to a charitable paffenger who advifed him tq 
kill or fell the animal. In this ^' who will lovg.me. 
ihen^^ there is a key to the human heart — to the. 
hiftor y of human life and manners — and t o the rife 
and fall of Empires. To feci ourfeives unheed- 
ed, chills the moll plealing hope— damps the 
moft fond defire — checks the moft agreeable 
wifh — difappoints the moft ardent cxpe<5lations 
of human nature. 

Is there in fcience and letters, a reward for tKc 
labor they require ? Scholars learn the dead lan- 
guages of antiquity, as well as the living tongues 
of modern nations. Thofe of the eaft as well 
as the weft. They puzzle themfelves and 
otlicrs with metaphyfics and mathematics. They 
renounce their pleafures, negleft their exercifes, 
and deftroy their health : For what ? Is curiofi- 
ty fo ftrong ? Is the pleafure that accompanies 
the purfuit and acquifition of knowledge lb ex- 
quifite ? If Crtifoe^ on his ifland, had the library 
of Alexandria^ and a certainty that he fliould nev- 
er again fee the face of man, would he ever open 
a volume ? Perhaps he might ; but it is very prob- 
able he would read but little. A fenfe of duty ; 
a love of truth ; a defire to alleviate the anxie- 
ties of ignorance, may, no doubt, have an influ- 
ence on fome minds. But the univcrfal objecl 
and idol of men of letters is reputation. It is the 
"motoriety^ the celebration^ which conftitutes the 
charm, v^hich is to compenfate the lofs of appe- 
tite and flecp, and fometimes of riches and hon- 
prs. 

The fame ardent defire of the congratulations of 
pthers in our joys, is the great incentive to the 
purfuit of honors. This might be exemplified in 
* the 
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^hc career of civil and political life. That wc 
jnay not be too tedious, let us inftance in milita- 
ry glory. 

Is it to be fuppofed that the regular ftanding 
armies of Europe, fngage in the fervice, from 
pure motives of patriotifm ? Are their officers 
men of contemplation and devotion, who expeft 
their reward in a future life ? Is it from a fenfe 
of moral, or religious duty, that they rifk 
their livesj and reconcile thcmfelves to wounds ? 
Inftances of all thefe kinds may be found. But 
if any one fuppofes that all, br the greater part 
of thefe heroes, are aftuatea by fuch principles, 
he will only prove that he is unacqainted with 
them. Can their pay be confidered as an ade- 
quate encouragement ? This, which is no more 
than a very fimple and moderate fubfiftence, 
would never be a temptation to renounce the 
chances of fortune in other purfuits, together 
with the pleafures of domeftic life, and fubmit to 
this moft difficult and dangerous employment. No, 
it is the confideraticm and the chances of laurels, 
which they acquire by the fervice. 

The foldier compares himfelf with his fellows, 
and contends for promotion to be a Corporal : 
the Corporals vie with each other to be Sergeants: 
the Sergeants will mount breaches to be Enfigns : 
a^nd thus every man in an army is conftantly af- 
piring to be fomething higher, as every citizen 
in the commonwealth is conftantly ftruggling for * 
a better rank, that h^ may djraw the obfervation 
pf more eyes. 
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Such bribes tbe r^pid Greek o^cr Ada hurlM ; 
For fuch, the fteady Rpmans (hook the world. 

IN a city or a village, little employments and 
fLrifling diftindions are contended for with eqijal 
fagernefs, as honors and pflices in common* 
wealths and kingdoms. 

What is it that bewitches mankind to marks 
and figns ? A Ribbon ? A Garter ? A Star ? A gol- 
den Key ? A Marijiairs StaflF ? Or a white hick- 
lOry St|ck? Though there is in fuch frivolities, a§ 
jthefe, neither profit nor pleafure, nor any thing 
amiable, eftimable or refpedable ; yet experience 
iteaches us, in every country of the world, they 
attract the attention of mankind more than parts; 
pr learning, virtue or religion. They are there- 
fore fought with ardor, very often, by men pof- 
ieffed in the moft eminent degree, of all the more 
Jblid advantages of birth and fortune, merit and 
fervices, with the beft faculties of the head, and 
the moft engaging recommendations of the heart. 

Fame has been divided into three fpecies : Glo- 
yy, which attends the great aftions of lawgiveri? 
sind hexoes, and the management of the great 
commands and firft offices of State : Reputation, 
which is cherifhed by every gentleman : and Cre- 
jiit, which is fupported by merchants and tradef^ 
men. But even this divifion is incomplete, becaufe 
jhe defire and thepbjeftof itjthoughit may be con- 
fidered in various lights,and under different mod- 
JiGications, is not confined to gentlemen nor mer- 
chants, but is common to every human being. — 
There are no men, who are not ambitious of dif- 
tinguifliing themfelves, and growing confidera- 
' ' ' Wc 
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tie among thofe, with whom they converfe.— ^^ 
This ambition is natural to the human foul : and 
as when it receives a happy turn, it is the fource 
of private felicity and public profperity ; and 
when it errs, produces private uneafinefs and. 
public calamities. It is the bufinefs and duty of 
private prudence,of private and public education, 
and of national policy, to direft it to right ob- 
jefts. For this purpofe itfhould be confidered, 
that to every man who is capable of a worthy 
conduft, the pleafure from the approbation of 
worthy men is exquifite and inexpreffible* 

It is curious to confider the final caufes of 
things, when the phyfical are wholly unknown. 
The intelle<3iial and moral qualities, are moft 
within our power, and undoubtedly the moft et 
fential to our happinefs. The perfonal qualities 
of health, ftrength, and agility, are next in im- 
portance. Yet, the qualities of fortune, fuch a* 
birth, riches, and honors, thoueh a man has lefs 
reafon to eftcem himfelf for thefe, than for thofe 
of his mind or body, are, every where acknow- 
ledged, to glitter with the brighteft luftre, in the 
eyes of the world. 

As virtue is the only rational fource, and eter- 
nal foundation of honor, the wifdom of nations, 
m the titles they have eftablifiied as the marks of 
order and fubordination, has generally given aa 
intimation, not of perfonal qualities, nor of the 
qualities of fortune ; but of fome particular vir- 
tues, more efpecially becoming men, in the high 
ftations they poffefs.* Reverence is attributed ta 
the Clergy — veneration to Magiftrates — honor 
to Senators — ferenity, clemency, or mildhefs of 
difpofition to Princes, The fovereign authority 
SMfid fupreme executive, have commonly titles 

that 
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that defignate power as well as virtue— as MajeP ^ 
ty to Kings — magnificent, moft honored, and ^ 
fovereign Lords, to the government of Geneva 
i— noble micrhtineffes to the States of Friefland .^ 
' — noble and mighty Lords to the States of Guel- ' - 
derland — noble great and venerable Lords to the v '. 
' regency of Leyden — noble and grand mighti- *, 
neffes to the States of Holland — noble great and ' i 
venerable Lords^ the regency of Amfterdam — no* :% 
ble mightineffes, the States of Utrecht — and high '1 
xnightineffes the States GeneraL ?^ 

A death bed, it is faid, fliews the emptincfs of ' ^ 
titles. That may be. But docs it not equally •;« 
fliew the futility of richefs, power, liberty, and all ^ 
earthly things ? The cloud-capt towers, the gor- | 
geous ])alaces, the folemn temples, the great globe »> 
itfelf, appear the bafelcfs fabric of a vifion, and 
life itfelf a tale, told by an ideot, full of found 
and fury, fignifying nothing. Shall it be infer- 
red from this, that fame, liberty, property and 
life, fhall be always defpifed and neglected ? Shall 
laws and government, which regulate fublunary 
things be neglected, becaufe they appear baubles 
at the hour of death ? 

The wifdom and virtue of all nations have en- 
deavored to regulate the paffion for refpect and 
diftinclion, and to reduce it to fome order in fo- 
ciety, by titles marking the gradations of magif- :;^|! 
tracy, to prevent, as far as human power and po- 
licy can prevent, coUifions among the paflions of 
many puriuing the fame objecis, and the rival- }m 
ries, animofitics, envy, jcaloufy and vengeance, -j 
which always refult from them. ^ 

Has there ever been a nation, who underftood . * 
the human heart, better than the Romans ? Or ' •:^^^ 
made a better ufe of the paffion for confidera'*; f 
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:hc iriac out of wlikh ^jruvctids 
your pau-icrts and heroes, and mofi of the grcac 
Icocfaftora lo m-inklnd. But for our hainilia- 
-tt.'Hi, wc tntirt (Hll remember, thai even in \hcfi: 
eftecmeJ, beloved and adored charaAcrs, the 
gfined by the purellnioniren- 
bc governed by the bcil 
; antl therei'ore, like 

^ iliinited and infwiablc. 

contented with any givea 
re of" thUhiimLin adoration. When CxU-T de- 
■cd thai; he liad lived ciiougii to g'onr ; Cairar 
'jmight deceive himfcU", but he aid not deceive 
\(t tJiii world, ■•^'ho f:iw \m declaration contradSclcd 
b/ every ndion of his rublctjucnt life. Man con- 
1: iuiuily cr;(vC3 for more, even when he Ua;; no 
'■rival: Eul whun he fees another poflcfl'cd or 
lorc, or drawing awny from liimfelt a part c£ 
t he hid, he fccli a moftificitioD, arifing 
;oDi the loli of a good lie thought hi^ own :— 
V'flr.:- is I'iiVjpointed : The (win oFa wsnt 
I'.vafedby a R*fcntiiv.-nt of an in- 
;.k,^ it : He xccuftshia rivil of a 
_ bi ' , and the public of taking .i\vay, 

_'i*vhit. wr.i hi J pi jpcrty, and giving h v" aiiuthcr. 
li'llicli seeliugi and tcfeutmeats, arc but other 
> "■ rt 1 ,,. ijaoac* ■ 
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!:i fuel. 
[jTient, if '- . 

ncnlly a l\ul:ctera .1 

./ that it comes tVoni 
Tlwre is a voice w'n 
linntc, tliat rci! nicrit 
ai>d Ll!,\t me»i uu['J\t 
pro[jcirtinfi to lli. 

arnmgcmunt 
men of merit be dikovej 
Roruons of merit be a) 
WJmfliiUbeiliejiJd^" 
»>. ^Jf ^i'**^ * great natioo Ls in qUi 
^^E^W®""*^'*^'* chr.iV.c ? W'ill fudi 
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iioin .d\'l ir.i.-[;nry in ;i t^cnator by I- 
iiLiL.i:nT w!.)iilLi be far bcitLM". 'I'htri,' i 
vidu.il (icrlofuiiy kpowD to bh bori i: 
of lln; I'.atioil. Tlie voUTi tlicii niulf ' 

in .I'^iiCi-'.ion, from iiltrtjjuci 1ru5 I'l 
r, diat ii lo f.i', , 
irui aad fiUi. ■ 
..i^I-T^Ip; nf. r- 
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f or nationni jr.r- 

lof and tlictruft to iin 

particular fpat An li 

irlu: firfi" merit in ;iii,it(v.i.. iil,-i 

bduom^atallof tUis di:lcript!CiiiinLli?vcr.U whole ' 

[roviriccs. Real mtrit is fo remote from the 

tnowttfdgc of M-Iitslc naiit-ns; thnt were mugi- 

ntcs CO b*: cliofcn by UiM rrilcrion alone, and- 

By an univtrii! iuiTrat^c, diflinlions aiiJ veoaliLy 

R'utlld bi; cndlcfs. The tiilfiLTiitics arifioij from 

jiis fource.'ari; lb obvious and univcr&l, tn.it nu- 

Bions I1.1VC tficd alJ forts of cxpcrimcnta to avoid 

hem. 

A^ no appttitc in hnimn unterc is more tini- 

xfal than tlvxt for lionor, and real merit is con- 

■ncd to a very few, the numbers who thirft for 

cfpcct, afe out of all proportion to ihofc who 

Bck it only iiy merit. The great niajoriiy irou- 

5Jc tWmfcjvcs little about nicrit,but apply thern- 

Vves to feck for lionor, by which means they fee 

fcitlmorccafily and certainly obtain it, by difpby- 

mgtheir taiie and adJrcls, their Wealth and niag- 

niljccncc. their ancient pjrcbmenis, piiiVures, and 

Tatuo, and the virtues of their anceftors ; and If 

iicfc fail, m they feldom have dtinc» ihcy Ip-vc 

fecourfe to artiiicc, diflinmlation, hypocrify, lUt- 

■ery, impnfturc, cmpirii.Khi, quackery and bribe- 

Wliai chance has humble, niodcft, obi'curc 

fed poor merit, infutha Icramble? Nations, per- 

aclving that the llil! fmall voice of merit, was 

frowned in the !nfolt:iit roar of fuch dupes, of 

nnpudcncc and. knavery, in national ele^ions, 

ifithouL a'poinbilily of a remedy, have foi;;^hi tor 

mcrhing more permanent than the popular 

Oice to deti^juate Iiouov, Many nation;, hive 

bttcmptcd to annex it to land, prkCuming th.11: a 

guod 
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Bjcwould^leaft furuiOi nicaas of * £ 
3!iij liavk! rc/ulvcd tlut tiiot: wJi 
Bcli^ tcr^-jin tcnitork'SjfliouMIiavcc 
Btivc, cxccurivc and judiaal po'wcrs, i 
f people. OUiei ■ ' 
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- natioii£ I 
cti to conned honor with afSccs ; and the uamci 
1 J 'u\c^i at tcail of certain moral virtues aid in- 
r n. ■ i.i'i ijunliiicB have been by law 3iirH>:-, i to 
■"■ '..'■ii r".nic<js, 35 veotiMliuu, ^I'ace, ex':'.:!tLLJve, 
I ill i,\iciiit)', ninjclly. Otjicr nations luv«.- ai- 
uhn^itci to aimct honor n> f;iJiii!lf3. viihcmi ic- 
gard to lauds or nfiiccs. The Romans allov cd 
3ionc, bur thofc who had poffLfibd cunilc ofikco, 
to have iiatm:s or portruls. He, yrho had ima-, 
gcs or piiflurcs of hi? anccftors, wa-t called rohle- : 
He who had no ftiluc cr pidurci hw. 1:L- i.\i-n, 
was called . a new uan. Tiioff ^ .t 

an. wcreignoble. Oibcr nail. ■ [ i 

thofc icPatutions', connccicd I di 

fiimilics — made ihciii all defcciid logcLLtr, ^tini \ 
tonor, public :ittcndon, confidrnrion :ind coa« 
gntuhUon, along with thtin. Thi.. has been lhc_1 
policy of luropC; and \l is to this inflitntionvl 
which flic owt';; htr fui'criority in war and pc:ice><4 
in icg;ifhtii>n and tooiniercc, in a^griculturc, na- 
■I'igaHun, arts, fciciiLes and maiiuljchjrt:^, to / " 
and Airici, Tbcfc fumilics, thus diftinguJfhctl 
bj- propcvtyj honors and I'rivilegM, by dcll'iid 
J rhcmfelves, have biM-n ohlij^ca to defend th 
pplv againft thi; cntroachmtuts vf dt-ipotilin^' 
iity Kivc been ativiiard poliiicid milirii, con-d 
^^■^nuy wMching the Ut-ilj^iis of the ftitndiiig a 
* miP9, rjid (■o\irt3} and hy di" fending thcir owi^ 
:iul'i--. Jilfiiir!,, vroiiL-riujr.. ;tr.J rrKilLxv-S, ihu-; 

' dcfcivA'l 
. en c:!i 
witi 
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ISS^lkas In this [)>j ■ 
fck toiik no rationai 
[Tclves, ciibcr againfi i i 
»urts. They b^d nnadtj^u^^c rcprd.Rl;uiciO 
hemfclvca iii ihe ibvcrcignty. AiioUicr waljl 
^E never was determined where the ibvcrdfe 
•efided— i^aieraliy it was chimed by Kings j^ 
Fpot admitted liy tlic nnblcs. Sooictimcs |d^ 
ylJaroii (jrettrnded to be /bvcreigii uiliis dwi| 
jitory ; ai other times the A'vcrcigntyw.iad«m^' 
cd by an .ifleiribly of iiobks, under the usmc 
et >i:7i!:cMir C.-U' . SuJnclimtro the Unilcd au- 

I. ! St3tc> w-as called the fo?c:, fl 
people hadno adequate and'. 
,1 die Ifgifl mures snd found'.^ 
ii^iiilcl'/i i lji;T:;lli;d:o diftovcr ft"ha was ihi! iiavc- ■ ' ' 
■cign, and whom ihcy ciught to obey, as moch 
\i they ever had been or could be to dctiirniUio ' 
who iiadthcmnftuivTit- AthouGndycjrsot'P.i- -. 
is' wars, cJuCug univerfjldarkntfsjj^nciraiice ■ 
udbirb.inty,cndcd3tlaft infimplcniouiiro'tiy.'.iot 
/ fxprcTs ftipuUiicn, but by tacit ar^ ■ 
1 almofl al! Europe ; rhc people pr^ ; 
"nfbvcrelgnry ill a finplepcrfon, tii . 
J>UtcS, about merit and iovLTcignt)-, wliLcii iicycc ^ 
d aud never wU produce any thing but iiriftoMX- 
Jtical an;irchy; and the niiblcs t^nsirntinr?; ihan- 
virsviiih afccurity of iJu-ii < ■ ■ < \\vi-. 

Hcgcs,byagovcrnmci>rof fi.\ .1 md 

Lintcrpreicd by a ju'iidul •,'(■ il- 

Klcd fcviTcign iribur. 1 
land csoirtttioii were m 

j.rdaiid fciciK'o, hu 
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■ were i-cry ililhcfiir!^. !hr;y -.vmiltill 

f r to atu-nd tlicni. What h tlie nio-^ 
_Bit ardent ojriofily to \cc lights an»B 
F esuhation— tJic proceCioa-. of Fruicca 
^ oiicntalion of \vtn!tli — iJic ma^ificenci.- 6P 
pipage, retinue, ftirniturt", ljui!'.hiigs. and etiH 
Tenainiucnt ? 'Xlicrc ia no oiHtr anlWcr to I 
gtvi-n to tilde qutflUons, ilijn ilieg'iitiy of hcarti 
-^'i jcj'ouj feelings of conpfratnlaiinn with fuel 
■■ftpcaraitces oi fdiciry. Aiifl ior thivindicalioi| 
ft'Xhc v/ays of God to man, -and the pt-rpttual 
pnfolarion of thtunanvj v.lio arc Ip'jftatora, it id 
iaiftiinly tiuc, that thnr plafurc i^ atwaj-saa 
grc.it, aud commonly muL-h greater,- Uuntliat of 
" ipc few who arc the actor?. 

K';itianal paflionsand habits areuiiweildy, un- 
fcag^hlc anil tormidablc things. The uiim- 
poipcrfbnsin any counlfy, who arc kcowii 
TO by name or rcput.^tinriftnqU die inhabitants,' ■ 
y^nd ever luuft be, very fiiiall. 't'hofc, whofl 
jKiractcrs h;ivc attraacd the afTcc'tions, a^ wcO] 
Ethc atttntloii of an whole i^c:oplc, aciiuin; : 
nflucnccand aicendancy tlul it is difiicutt to leA 
^^ In proportion as men riil' M^Jtct in tha 
FT^ofld, whfihcr Uyiicftion, dctci : 

BiL'nt, and arc cxpBisa to llij 
I _ greater nunibcrs of people?, thr 
own paflions, iind of tht ; " 
them Ijccnmc more fcrio. 
jltou*. In dcfUvc <?!■' . 
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8lt <!very frefli election, more known, conudered 
and beloved, by the whole nation. But if the 
liJtion is divided into two parties, thofe who 
vote for a man, become the moTC attached to 
him for the oppofition, that is made by his ene- 
mies. This national attachment to an elective 
firft magiftratc, where there is no competition, is 
very great : but vi^hcre there is a competition, 
the pafGons of his party, are inflamed by it, into 
St more ardent enthufiafm. If there are two can- 
didates, each at the head of a party, the nation 
becomes divided into two nations, each of which 
is, in fact, a moral perfon, as much as aiy com- 
munity can be fo, and are foon, bitterly enraged 
againft each other. 

It has been already faid, that in proportion as 
men rife higher in the world, and are cxpofed to 
the obfervation of greater numbers, the effects of 
thefe paflions are more ferious and alarming. Im- 
prefllons on the feelings of the individual, are 
deeper ; and larger portions of mankind become 
intereited in theiu. When you rifc to the nrfl 
ranks, and confider the firft men •, a nobility v7ho 
are known and refpected at leaft, perhaps habitu- 
ally efteemed and behved by a na*_ion ; Princes 
and Kings, on whom the eyes of all men arc iix.?d, 
and whofe every motion is regarded, the conse- 
quences of wounding their feelings arc dreadful, 
becaufe the feelings of an whole nation, and feme- 
times of many nations, are wounded at the fame 
time. If the fmaileft variation is made in their 
fituation, relatively to each other ; if one who 
was inferior is railed to be fupcrior, unlcfs it be 
by fixed laws, whofe evident policy and ivrjelll'. y 
may take away difgrace, nothing but wa'-, car- 
nage and vengeance has ever bcca the u?dA cr,n- 

H fcc;uence 
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fequence of it. In the examples of the honferf 
Valois and Bourbon^ Guife and Montmorency^ Guife 
and Bourbon^ and Guife and Valois^ we have alrea;- 
dy feen very grave effeds of thefe feelings, and 
the hiftory of an hundred years, which followed^ 
is nothing but a detail of other, and more tragi*, 
cal effeds of fimilar caufes* 

To any one who has never confidered the force? 
of national attention^ conftderation, and congratulation^ 
and the caufes, natural and artificial, by which 
they have been excited, it will be curious to read, • 
in Plaid's Alcibiades, the manner in which thefe 
jiational attachments to their king5, were created 
by the ancient Perfians. The policy of the mo- 
dern monarchies of Europe, feems to be an exaft 
imitation of that of thePerfian Court, as it is ex- 
plained by the Grecian philofopher. In France, 
for example, the pregnancy of the Queen is an* 
nounced with great folemnity to the whole na- 
tion* Her Majefty is fcarcely afflided with a pain 
which is not formally communicated to the pub- 
lic. To this embryo the minds of the whole na- 
tion are turned ; and they follow him, day by 
day, in their thoughts, till he is boru. The whole 
people have a right to be prefent at his birth ; and 
as many as the Chamber will hold, crowd in, till 
the Queen and Prince are almoft fuffocated with 
the loyal curiofity and affedioiiate folicitude of 
their fubjefts. In the cradle, the principal per- 
fonages of the kingdom, as well as all the Ambaf- 
fadors, arc from time to time prefented to the 
royal infant. To thoufands who prefs to fee him, 
he is daily fhewn from the nurfery. Of every 
ftep in his education ; and of every gradation 
of his youthful growth, in body and mind, the 
public is informed'in the Gazettes. Not a ftroke 
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of wit, not a fprightly fally, not a trait of gener- 
ous afFeftion, can efcape him, but the world is 
told of it, and very often pretty fifttons are con- 
trived, for the fame purpofe, where the truth 
-wilJ not furnifh materials* Thus it becomes the 
national fafliion, it is the tone of the city and the 
court, to think and convcrfe daily about the dau- 
phin. When he accedes to the throne, the fame 
attention is continued, till he dies. 

In elective governments, fomething very like 
this, always takes place, towards the firft charac- 
ter : his perfon, countenance, character and ac- 
tions, are made the daily contemplation and con- 
verfation of the whole people. Hence arifes the 
danger of a divifion of this attention — where 
there are rivals for the firft place, the national 
attention and paiSons are divided, and thwart 
each other — the coUifion enkindles fires — the con- 
flicting paffions intereft all ranks — they produce 
flanders and libels firft, mobs and feditions next, 
and civil war, with all her hifling fnakes, burn- 
ing torches, and haggard horrors at laft. 

This is tlue true reafon, why all civilized free 
nations have found, by experience, the jieeeflity of 
feperating, from the body of the people, and ev- 
en from the legiflature, the diftribution of hon- 
ors, and confering it on the executive authority 
of government. When the emulation of all the 
citizens looks up to. one point, like the rays of 
a circle from all parts of the c/rcumference, meet- 
ing and uniting in the centre, you may hope for 
uniformity, confiftency and fubordination : but 
when they look up to different individuals, or 
affemblies, or councils, you may expedt all the 
deformities, eccentricities, and confufion, of the 
rplenaick fyftem. 

No. 
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« Wife if a Minifter, but if a King, 

•' More wife, more learn'd, more juft, more every thing. 

THERK is fcarcely any truth more certain, or 
more evident, than that the nobleffe of Europe, 
are, in general lefs happy than the common peo- 
ple. I'liere is one irrefragible proof of it, which 
is, that they do not maintain their own popula- 
tion. Families, like ftars, or candles, which you 
v^iUy are going out continually ; and without frefh 
rfecruits rrom the plebeians, the nobility would 
in time be extinft. If you make allowances for 
the ftate, which they are condemned by them- 
felves, and the world, to fupport, they are poor- 
er than the poor — deeply in debt — and tributary 
to ufurious capitalifts, as greedy as the Jews.— 
The kings of Europe^ in the fight of a philofo- 
pher, are the greateft flaves on earth, how often 
Ibever we may call them defpots, tyrants, and 
other rude names, in which our pride and vanity- 
takes a wonderful delight : they have the leaft 
exercife of their inclinations, the leaft perfonal 
liberty, and the leaft free indulgence of their paf- 
fions, of any men alive. Yet how rare are the 
inftances of refignations, and how univerfal is 
the ambition to be noble, and the wifli to be roy- 
al. 

Experience arid philofophy are loft upon man- 
kind. The attention of the world has a charm 
in it, which few minds can withftand. Thfe peo- 
ple confider the condition of the great in all thofe 
aelufive colours, in which imagination can paint 
and gild it, and reafon can make little refiftance, 
to this impetuous propenfity. To better their 
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condition, to advance their fortunes, without li» 
mits, is the objeft of their conftant defire, the 
employment of all their thoughts by day and by 
night* They feel a peculiar fympathy with that 
pleafure, which they prefume thofe enjoy, who 
are already powerful, celebrated and rich. *^ We 
favour (fays a great writer) all their inclinations, 
and forward all their wi&es. What pity, we 
think; that any thing fliould fpoil and corrupt fb 
agreeable a fituation : we could even wifli them 
immortal ; and it feems hard to us, that death 
ihould at laft put an end to fuch perfed enjoy- 
ment. It is cruel, we think, in nature, to com« 
pel them from their exalted ftations, to that hum« 
blc, but hofpitable home, which Ihe has provided 
for all her children. Great King, live forever I 
is the compliment, which, after the manner of 
Eaftern adulation, we fliould readily make them, 
if experience did not teach us its abfurdity.— * 
Every calamity that befalls them, every injury 
that is done them, excites in the breaft or the 
fpcdator, ten times more compafiion and refent* 
ment, than he would have felt, had the fame 
things happened to other men. It is the misfor^ 
tune of Kings only, which afford the proper fub- 
jcfts for tragedy ; they refemble, in this refpefl:, 
the misfortune of lovers. Thefe two fituations 
are the chief which intereft us on the ftage ; bc- 
caufe, in fpight of all that reafon and experience 
can tell us to the contrary, the prejudices of the 
imagination, attach to theie two ftates. a happi- 
nefs fuperior to any other. To difturb or put an 
end to fuch perfeft enjoyment, feems to be the 
moft atrocious of all injuries. The traitor, who 
confpires againft the life of his monarch, is tho't 
a greater monller, than any other murderen AU 
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the innocent blood that was flied in the civil war»,' 
provoked lefs indignation than the death of 
Charles Ift. ^ ftranger to human nature, who 
law the indifference of men about the mifcry of 
their inferiors, and the regret and indignation 
which they feel for the misfortunes and fuffer-i 
ings of thofe above them, would be apt to ima- 
gine, tRat pain muft be more agonizing, and the 
convuUions of death more terrible to perfons of 
Hgher rank, than to thofe of meaner ftations. 
: " Upon this difpofition of mankind, to go a- 
long with all the paffions of the rich and pow- 
erful, is founded the diftin6tioh of ranks, and 
the order of fociety. Our obfequioufnefs to our * 
fuperiors more frequently arifes from our ad* 
jniration for the advantages of their fituation, 
than from any private expectations of benefit 
from their good will. Their benefits can extend* 
but to a few ; but their fortunes intereft almoft 
every body. We are eager to aflift thpm in com-» 
pleating a fyftem of happinefs that approaches fo 
near to perfedion ; and we defire to ferve them 
for their own fake, without any other recom- 
pence but the vanity or the honor of obliging 
them. Neither is our deference to their inclU 
nations founded chiefly, or altogether, upon a 
regard to the utility of fuch fubmiflion, and to 
the order of fociety, which is beft fupported by- 
it. Even when the order of fociety feems to re- 
quire that we fliould oppofe them, we can hard- 
ly bring ourfelves to do it. That kings are the 
fervants of the people, to be obeyed, refifted, de^ 
pofed, or puniflied, as the public conveniency 
may require, is the doftrine of reafon and phi- 
lofophy ; but it is not the doftrine of nature^ 
Nature would teach us to fubmit to them, for 
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Acir tiwn fakes, to tremble and bow dovrn btf» 
fore their exalted ftation, to regard their fhiilo 
as a reward fufficient to compenfate any fervices^ 
and to dread their difpleafure, though no other 
cvU was to follow from it, as the fevereft of all 
mortifications. To treat them in any refpeft a* 
men, to reafon and difpute with them upon or* 
dinary occafions, requires fuch refolution, that 
there are few men whofe magnanimity can fup* 
port them in it, unlefs they are likewife affifted 
by familiarity and acquaintance. The ftrongeft 
motives, the moft furious paffions, fear, hatred 
and refentment, are fcarce fufficient to balance 
this natural difpofition to refpeft them : and 
their cotiduft muft either juftly or unjuftly, have 
excited the higheft degree of all thofe paffions, 
before the bulk of the people can be brought to 
oppofe them with violence, or to defire to fee 
them either puniflied or depofed. Even v^^hen 
the people have been brought to this length, they 
are apt to relent every moment, and eafily re- 
lapfe into their habitual ftate of deference. They 
cannot ftand the mortification of their monarch ; 
compaffion foon takes the place of refentment, 
they forget all paft provocations, their old prin- 
ciples of loyalty revive, and they run to re-eftab- 
lim the ruined authority of their old matters, 
with the fame violence with which they had 
oppofed it. The death of Charles the firft, 
brought about the reftoration of the royal fam- 
ily» Compaffion for James the fecond, when he 
was feized by the populace, in making his ef- 
cape on fliip board, had almoft prevented the 
revolution, and made it go on more heavily thaa 
before. 

[^ Do the great fecm infenfible of the eafy 
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price, as which they may acquire the public a& 
miration ; or do they feem to imagine, that td 
them, as to other men, it muft be the purchafe 
either of fweat or of blood ? By what import- 
auit accomplifhments is the young nobleman in- 
firuded to fupport the dignity of his rank, and 
to render himfelf worthy of that fuperiority 
over his fellow citizens, to which the virtue of 
lus anceftprs had raifed them ? Is it by know- 
ledge, by induftry, by patience, by felfdenial, of 
by virtue of any kind r As all his words, as aH 
his motions are attended to, he learns an habitual 
regard to every circumftance of ordinary behav- 
iour, and ftiidies to perform all thofe fmall duties, 
vrith the moft exa<3 propriety. As he is confci- 
CMS how much he is obferved, and how much 
mankind are difpofed to favour all his inclina- 
tions, he afts, upon the moft indifferent occafions, 
with that freedom and elegance, which the tho't 
of this naturally infpires. His air, his manner, 
his deportment, all mark that elegant and graces 
fal fenfe of his own fuperiority, which thofe who 
are born to inferior ftations, can hardly expedt 
to arrive at. Thefe are the arts, by which he 
propofes to make mankind fubmit to his authori- 
ty, and to govern their inclinations according td 
his own pleafure ; and in this he is feldom difap- 
pointed. Thefe arts, fupported by rank and pre- 
eminence^ are, upon ordinary occafions, fuiBScient 
to govern the world. 

*' But it is not by accomplifhments of this kind, 
that the man of inferior rank muft hope to diftin- 
guifh himfelf. Politencfs is fo much the virtue 
of the great, that it will do little honor to any 
body but themfelves. The coxcomb, who imi- 
tates their manner, and aflFeds to be eminent by 
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the fuperior propriety of his ordinary behaviour,* 
is rewarded with a double fliare of contempt for 
his folly and prefumption. Why fhould the mail 
whom nobody thinks it worth while to look at,^ 
be very anxious about the manner in which he 
holds up his head, or difpofes of his arms, while 
he walks through a room ? He is occupied fure- 
ly with a very fuperfluous attention, and with 
an attention too that marks a fenfe of his own 
importance, which no other mortal can go along 
with. The moft perfed modefty and plainnefs, 
joined to as much negligence, as is confiftent with 
the refpedtjdue to the company, ought to be the 
chief charackeriftics of the behaviour of a private 
man. If evel^e hopes to diftinguilh himfelf, it 
muft be by more important virtues : he muft ac- 
quire dependants, to balance the dependants of 
the great ; and he has no other fund to pay themi 
from but the labour of his body, and the aftivity 
of his mind. He miift cultivate thefe, therefore, 
he muft acquire fuperior knowledge iil his pro- 
fejSion, and fuperior induftry in the-fexefcife of 
it ; he muft be patient in labourf refolute in dan- 
ger, and firm in diftrefs. Thefe talents he muft 
bring into view, by the difficulty, importance, and' 
at the fame time, good judgment of his under- 
takings, and by the fevere and unrelenting ap- 
plication with which he purfues them. Probity 
and prudence, generofity and franknefs, muft 
characterife his behaviour upon all ordinary oc- 
dafions i and he muft at the fame time, be for- 
ward to engage in aiil thofe fituations, in which 
it requires the greateft talents and virtues to aft 
with propriety; but in which the greateft applaufe 
is to be acquired by thofe who can acquit them- 
Icives with honor. With what impatience does' 
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the man of fpirit and ambition, who is depreffed 
by his fituation, look round for fome great op- 
portunity to diftinguifli himfelf ? No circumftan* 
ces, which can afford this, appear to him unde- 
firable ; he even looks forward with fatisf action 
to the profpeft of foreign war, or civil diffcntion ; 
and with fecret tranfport and delight, fees, thro^ 
all the confufion and bloodlhed which attend 
them, the probability^ of all thofe wilhed-for oc- 
cafions, prefenting themfelves, in which he may 
draw upon himfelf the attention and admiration 
of mankind. The man of rank and diftinftion, 
on the contrary, whofe whole glory confifts in 
the propriety of his ordinary behaviour ; who is 
contented with the humble renown which this 
can afford him, and has no talents to acquire 
any other ; is unwilling to embarrafs himfelf with 
what can be attended either with difficulty or 
diftrefs : To figure at a ball is his great triumph 
— he has an averfion to all public confufions, not 
from want of courage, for in that he is feldon;^ 
iiefeftive, but from a confcioufnefs that he pof. 
feffes nohe of the virtues which are required in 
fuch fituations, and that the public attention 
will certainly be drawn away from him by oth- 
ers : he may be willing to expofe himfelf to fome 
little danger, and to make a campaign, when it 
happens to be the fafhion ; but he Ihudders with 
horror at the thought of any fituation which de- 
mands the continual and long exertion of p^ti« 
ence, induftry, fortitude, and long application of 
thought. Thefe virtues are hardly ever to be 
met with in men who are born to thofe high fta- 
tions. In all governments, accordingly, even in 
monarchies, the higheft offices are generally pof- 
feffed, and the whole detail of the adminiflxation 
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condufted by men, who were educated in the 
middle and inferior ranks of life, who have bedn 
carried forward by their own induftry and abili- 
ties, though loaded with the jealoufy, and oppo- 
sed by the refentment of all thofe who were bom 
their fuperiors, and to whom the great, after hav- 
ing regarded them, firft with contempt, and af- 
terwards with envy, are at laft contented to 
truckle with the fame a'bjeft meannefs, with 
which they defire that the reft of mankind fliould 
behave to themfelves. 

" It is the lofs of this eafy ertipire over the af- 
fections of manldnd, which renders the fall from 
gre^tnefs fo infuppor.table. When the family of 
the King of Macedon was led in triumph by Pau- 
Jus jEmilius, their mirfortunes, made them di- 
vide with their conqueror, the attention of the 
Koman people. The fight of the royal children, 
whofe tender age rendered them infenfible of 
their fituation, ftruck the fpeftators, amidft the 
piiblic rejoicings and profperity, with the ten- 
dereft forrow and compaffion. The King ap* 
peared next in the pfocefflon — and feemed like 
one confounded and aftonifhed, and bereft of all 
fentimcHt, by the greatnefsof his calamities. His 
friends and minifters followed after him. As 
they moved along, they often caft their eyes up- 
on their fallen fovereign, and always burft intd 
tears at the fight — their whole behaviour demon- 
fbrating that they thought not of their own mis- 
fortunes, but were occupied intirely by the fupe- 
rior greatntfs of his. The generous Romans, on 
the contrary, beheld him with difdain and in- 
dignation, and regarded as unworthy of all com- 
paffion the man who could be fo mean fpirited 
as to bear %o live under fuch calamities. Yet 
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^hzt did thofe calamities amount to ? He was to 
fpend the remainder of his days, in a ftate, which 
pf itfelf fliould feem worthy of envy ; a ftate of 
plenty, eafe, leifure and fecurity^ frdm which it 
was iippoffible for him, even by his own folly, to 
fall. 3mt hp was no longer to be furrounded by 
that adrniring ipob of fools, flatterers, and de- 
pendants, who had formerly been accuftomed to 
attend all his motions; he was no longer to be 
gazed upon by jnyltitudes, nor to have it in his 
power to render himfelf the objeft of their re- 
ipet^j'theirgi-atitucle, their love, apd their admi- 
ration. The paffions'of nature were no longer 
to mould themfelves upon his inclinations. This 
was that infupportabte calamity, which bereaved 
the king of all fentiment ^ which made his friend's 
forget their own misfortunes, and which the Ro- 
jnan magnanimity could fcarce conceive how a- 
ny mar^ pould be fq mean fpirited ;is to bear to 
furvive. • — . v ^ --^ -: ■.>"■•■'. ♦.-, r. • ^ • 

" To thofe who have been accuftomed to the 
poflefllon, or even to the hope of public admira- 
tion, all other pleaftires ficken and decay. 

" Of fuch mighty importance does it appear 
|:o be, in the imaginations of men, to ftand in 
. that fituation which fets them nioft in the view 
of general fympathy, and attention ; and thus 
place that great objeft which divides the wives 
of aldermen, h the end of half the labours of 
human life ; and is the caufe of all the tumult 
and buftle, all the rapine and injuftice, which a- 
varice and ambition have introduced into this 
world. People of fenfe, it is faid indeed, defpife 
place } that is to fay they defpife fetting at the 
Jiead of the table, and are indifferent who it is 
^hat i^ pointed out to the company by that fri, 
^v.. • volous 
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ycJous circumftance which the fmdleft advantage 
is capable of overballancing. But rank, diftinc- 
tfion, pr^-eminence, no man defpifes/* 



No. II 



Heroes proceed ! What bounds your pride fiiall hold? 
What check reftrain your thirft of power and gold ? 

THE anfwer to the queftion, in the motto, 
can be none other than this, that as nature has 
eftablifhed in the bofoms of heroes no limits to 
thofe paflion5 ; and as the world, inftead of re- 
ftraining encourages them, the check muft be. In 
the form of government. 

' X]^e \yorld encourages ambitiou and avarice^ 
by taking the moft decided part in their favor. 
The "^Rtlman world approved of the ambition of 
Csefar ;"^arid, ' hotwithftanding all the pains that 
have been taken with fo much reafon, by moral 
and political writers to difgrace it, the world has 
approved it thefefeventeen hundred years; andftill 
efteems his name an honor to the firft empire in 
Europe. Confider the ftory of the ambition and 
the fall of Cardinal Wolfey, and Archbifhop Laud j 
the indignation of the world againft their tyran- 
ny has been very faint ; the fympathy with their 
fall has been very ftrong. Confider all the ex- 
amples in hiftory of fuccefsful ambition, you will 
find none generally condemned by mankind ; on 
the other hand, think of the inftances of ambi- 
tion, unfuccefsful and difappointed ; or of faUs 
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feom great heights, you find the fympathy of th* 
world univerfally afFefted. Cruelty and tyranny 
erf the blackeft kind muft accompany the ftory, 
to deftroy or fenfibly diminifli this pity. That 
world, for the regulations of whofe prejudices, 
jpaliions, imaginations and interefts, governments 
aa:e inftituted, is fo unjuft, that neither religion, 
natural nor revealed, nor any thing, but a well 
ordered and well balanced government has ever 
been able to correct it, and that but imperfeftly. 
it is as true in modern' London, as it was in an- 
cient Rome, that the fympathy of the world is left 
excited by the deftrudion of the houfe of a man 
©f merit, in obfcurity, or even in middle life^ 
tibough it be by the unjuft violence of men, thati 
Irjr the fame calamity befalling a rich man, by the 
fighteous indignation of heaven. 

7 Nil habait Codrus : quis enim negat ? ^t tatnen iflud 

Perdidit infelix totum nil : ultimiis ailteni 
JEiumnsc cnmulus, quod nudum et frufla rogantem 
Nemo cibo, nemo hofpitio tedoque juvabit. 
Si magna Arturi cecidit domus, horrlda mater, 
Pullati proceres, differt vadimonia Praetor : 
Tmic gemimus dafus urbis, tunc odimus ignem. 
Ardct adhuc, et jam, accurrit qui marmora donet, 
f]^onferat impenfas. Hie nnda et Candida figna ; 
Jlic aliquid praeclarum Euphranoris et Polyclcti, 
Hie phascafianorum Vetera omamenta Deorura. 
Hie libros dabit et forulos, mediamque Minervam ; 
Hie modium argenti : meliora et plura reponit 
Perficus orborum lautiflimus, ut merito jam 
Sufpedhis, tanquam ipfe fuas incenderit aedes. 

But hark ! tb* aflPrighted crowd's tumultuous cries 
Koll through the ftreets, and thunder to the fkies : 
l^ais'd from fome pleafing dream of wealth and powerV 
Some pompous palace, or fome blifsfcl bower, 
Aghaft you ftart, and fcaxce with aching fight, 
Siiftain the approaching fire's tremendous light ; 
Swift from purfuing horrors take your way. 
And kayc your little all to flames a prey \ 

Then 
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Th«n thro' the world a wretched vagrant roaija. 
For wb^iere can ftarvlng merit find a home ? ^ 

^ In vain your mournful narrative difclo^. 
While all negle^y and moft inAilt your woes. 

. — _— — ■ ■ But 

IShould heavn'sjuft bolts Orgilio's wealtli confoasUl 
And fpread his ilaming palace on the ground^ 
Swift o'er the land the difmal rumour flies. 
And public mournings pacify the ikies 4 
The Laureat tribe in venal verfe relate. 
How virtue wars with perfecuting fate i 
With well-feign'd gratitude the og ''^n'd banc! 
Refund the plunder of the beggar Ji land. 
See ! while he builds, the gaudy vaflals ctmie. 
And crowd with fudden wealth the riling donocj 
The price of boroughs and of fouls reftore ; 
And raife his treafuies higher than before : 
Now blefs'd with all the baubles of the greset^ 
The polifhM marlije and the fhining plate, 
Orgilio fees the golden pile afpire, 
And hopes from angry heav'n another fire. 

Although the verfe, both of the Romaii a^(i 
the Briton, is fatire, its keeneft feverity cpixiiftf 
in itsf truth. 
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Order is Heavtt^i firjl la^vj^^and this confefs'df 
Some are, and muji bcy greater than the reft : 
More rich y more *wife — fSut who infers from hence^ 
That fuch are happier ^Jhocks all common fenfe. 

THE world is fenfible of the neceflity of fup- 
porting their favourites under the firft onfets of 
misfortune-^left the fall fliould be dreadful and 
irrecoverable— for ^according to the great Mafter 
of Nature, 'Tis 
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* *Tis certain, greatnefs, once fallen out with fortune^ 

I Muft fall out with men too : What the declin'd is 

f He fhall as foon read in the eyes of others, 

As feel in his own fall : for men, like butterflies, 

JShew not their mealy wings but to the fummer j 
And not a man for being fiiigly man, 
\ Hath any honor ; but's honorM for thofe honors 

• } That are without him, as place, riches, favor, 

^ Frizes of actident as oft as merit. 

» 

f Mankind are fo fenfible of thefe things, that 

by a kind of iiL^i^^ or intuition, they generally 
> follow the advice of the fame author. 

Take the in ft ant way, 
li For honor travels in a ftraight fo narrow- 

Where one but goes abreall : Keep then the path/ 
* For ertiulation hath a thoufand fons. 

That one by one purfue ; if you give way, 
Or hedge afide from the dire<5t forth-right, 
Like to an enter'd tide, they all rufli by. 
And leave you hindmoft ; 
Or like a gallant horfe, falPn in firft rank. 
Lie there tor pavement to the abjedt rear. 
Overrun and trampled on< 

The inference fronii all the contemplations ah<i 
experiments which have been made, by all na- 
tions, upon thefe difpofitions to imitation, emu- 
lation, and rivalry, is expreffed by the fame great 
teacher of morality and politics. 
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Degree being vizarded, 
Th' iinworthieii (tews as fairly in the maflc. 
I \ The Heaven's themfelves, the Planets and this centra, 

■ i Obfervc degree, priority and place, 

Infifture, courfe, proportion, feafon, form. 
Office and cuftom, in all line of order : 
• J And therefore is the glorious planet Sol, 

: ; In noble eminence, enthroned and fpher'd 

f ' Amidft the others ; whofe med*cinable eye 

^ ' Corredls the ill afpedls of planets evil. 

And poUs like the commandment of a King, 
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Sans check, to good and bad ; but when the planets 

In evil mixture, to diforder wander, 

What plagues and what portents ! what mutiny 5 

What raging of the fea ! . Shaking of earth ! 

Commotion in the winds ! Fr ights, changes, horrors, 

Divert and crack, rend and deracinate, 

The unity and married calm of States, ^ 

Quite from their fixure ? O, when Degree is ftia&'d^ 

Which is the ladder to all high defigns, 

The enterprize is (ick ! How could communities^ 

Degrees in fchools, arid brotherhoods in citi^s^ 

The primogenitive and due of birth, . 

Prerogative of age, ,crowns, fceptres, laurels^ 

But by Degree ftand in authentic place ? 

Take but Degree away ; untune that ftririg 

And hark ! what difcord follows ! each thing meeti 

In meer oppugnancy : the bounded waters 

Should lift their bofoms, higher than the fliores, 

And make a fop, of all this folidgjobe : 

Strength flioiild be lord of imbecility. 

And the rude fori (hould ilrike his father dedd : 

Force (hould be right ; or rather right and wrong 

Should lofe their names, and fo fhould ju(lice tooi 

Then every thing includes itfelf in power, 

Power into will, will into appetite ; 

And appetite an liniverfal wolf, 

Muft make perforce an univeifal prey^ 

And laft eat up himfelf. 

This chaos, when Degree is fu£Focat6 

Follows the chpaking. 

The General's difdain'd. 
By him one ftep below ; he by the next ; 
That next by him beneath : fo every ftep 
Exampled by the firft pace, that is fick 
Of his fuperior, grows to an envious fever 
Of pale and blobdlefs emulation. , 

Troy in our weaknefs ftands, not in her ffrengta* 
Moft wifely hath Ulyffes here difcovered 
Tie Fever, ^whereof all our ponuer isjtck* 
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No. 13. 



Think Wc, like feme weak Pritice, th* eternal canfe 
Prone, for his fav 'rites, to reverfc his laws ? 

EMULATION, which is imitation and fome- 
thing more — a defire not only to equal or re- 
femble, but to excel, is fo natural a movement 
of the human heart, that, wherever men are" to 
be found, and in whatever manner affociated or 
connefted, we fee its effefts. They are not more 
affected by it, as individuals, than they are in 
communities. There are rivalries between every 
little fociety in the fame city — between families 
and all the connections by confanguinity and affini- 
ty — between trades, faculties, and profeffions-be«« 
tween congregations, parifhes and churches — ^be- 
tween fchools, colleges, and univerfities — be- 
tween diftrids, villages, cities, provinces and na- 
tions. 

National rivalries are more frequently the caufe 
of wars than the ambition of minifters, or the 
pride of kings. — As long as there is patriotifm^ 
there will be national emulation, vanity and pride. 
It is national pride which commonly ftimulates 
kings and minifters.— National fear, apprehen- 
fion of danger, and the neceffity of felf-defence, 
is added to fuch rivalries for wealth, confidera* 
tion and power. The fafety, independence, and 
cxiftence of a nation, depends upon keeping up 
an high fenfe of its own honor, dignity and pow- 
er in the hearts of its individuals, and a lively 
jealoufy of the growing power and afpiring am- 
bition 
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t>ition of a neighbouring State. — ^This is well il- 
lufirated in the Political Geography, publifhed 
in our newfpapers from London, within a few 
weeks. " The jealoufies and enmities, the alli^ 
ances and friendihips, or rather the combinations 
oPdiflferent States and Princes, might almofl: 
be learned from a map, without attention to 
what has pafied, or is now pafling in the world. 
Next neighbours are political enemies : States be- 
tween wmch ^ common neighbor, and therefore 
a common eriemy intervenes, are good friends. 
In this refpeft Europe *may be compared to a 
chefs board, marked with the black, and with the 
white fpots of political difcord and concord.— 
Before the union between England and Scotland, 
a friendihip and alliance fubfifted for centuries, 
between the latter of thefe kingdoms and France, 
becaufe they were both inimical to England. For 
a like reafon, before a Prince of Bourbon, in the 
beginning of the prefent century, was raifed to 
the Spanife throne, a good underftanding fubfift- 
ed for the moft part, between England and Spain, 
and before the late alliance, there was peace and 
kindnefs, with little interruption, for the fpace 
of centuries, between England and the Emperor. 
An alliance has long fubfifted'between the French 
and the Turks, on acedtriit^ttf the intervening do- 
minion of the Auftriikl^i ' Tt'hH Swedes were long 
the friends of Frai]i6e,^6ri^iidc6tfnt of the inter- 
vention of Holland^ a^ DcathaHfr—and becatife 
Sweden, the friend ofF^ati<ie,'^iSftituated'irftlie 
neighborhood of the Rufl8a:k*6ri^tbHfe^.-a'friend- 
flxip and commercial inteffcckiff^-^^ feftdliliflied, 
from the very firft time thiV^Wmp^ on 

the political theatre of EurdpeilietWfeM England 
and Kuflia. It is fuperfiuqus to multiply inftan- 

cei 
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^es of this kind. All paft hiftory and prefent oh* 
fervation will confirm the truth of our pofition 
—which, though very fimple, is like all othes 
j(imple truths, of very great importance — ^for, 
however the accidental caprices and paffions of 
individual Pfinces, or their minifters, may alter 
the relative difpofitions and interefts of nations . 
for a time, there is a natural tendency to revert 
to the alteration already defcribed. We have 
been led into thefe refleftions by the> treaty^t 
fenfive and defenfive, tha^ l^as been formed be* 
tween Sweden, EruflEa, and the Sublime Porte— 
between Prulfia and Holland — and the report 
which is very prpbable, that a treaty offenfive and 
d(^fenfive is on the point of being concluded be- 
tween Turkey and Polandt In this chain of al- 
fiances we find the order of the chefsboard ad- 
hered to, ir^ fpme inftances, but paffed over in 
other§. It is obferved there fhould be an alli- 
ance between Ruffia and Sweden — and alfo that 
there fhould be an alliance between Poland and 
Turkey, becaufe Ruffia intervenes between Tur- 
key and Sweden, and Hungary between Turkey 
and Poland— rbut that there ihould be an alliance 
between Poland and Pruflia is owing to particu- 
lar and accidental circumllances. I'he two for- 

• * * * 

mer alliances may therefore be expefted to be 
lafting— th? latter to be only temporary and pre- 
carious. In general the chain of alliance, that 
is formed or forming, among the Swedes, Pruf- 
fians, Poles, iputch^} T^rk§) and we may fay the 
Englifli, is a moft firilqng proof, of the real or 
fuppofed ftrength and influence of the two impe« 
rial courts of Ruffia and Germany/' 

The writer of this paragraph might have added 
the alliance between England and Portugal, and 

that 
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that between the United States of America and 
France. The principle of all thefe examples is 
as natural as emulation, and as infallible as the 
fincerity of intereft. On it, turns the whole fyf- 
tem of human affairs. The Congrefs of 1776 were 
fully aware of it. With no fmall degree ofve- 
hemerice, was it urged, as an argument for the 
declaration of Independence : with confidence 
and firmnefs wasit foretold, that France couldnot 
a\ix>id accepting the propofitions that fliould be 
made to her ; that the' Court of Verfailles could 
not anliver it, to her own fubjefts, and that all 
Europe would pronounce her blind, lofl: and un- 
done, if fhe rejeded fo fair an opportunity of dif- 
cmbarrafling herfelf, from the danger of fo pow- 
erful and hoflile a rival, whofe naval fuperiority 
held all her foreign donfinions, her maritime 
power and commercial iijterefl:, at mercy. 

But why all this of Emulation and Rivalry ? — 
Becaufe, as the whole hiflory of the civil wars of 
France, given \xi. by Davila, is no more than a 
relation of rivalries, fucceeding each other in a 
rapid ferics, the reflexions we have made will 
affift us, both to underftand that noble hiftorian, 
and to form a right judgment of the ftate of af- 
fairs in France at the prefent moment. They 
will fuggefl alfb to Americans^ efpeciaUy to thofe 
who have been unfriendly, and may be now luke- 
warm to their national Conflitution, fome ufeful 
enquiries, fuch as thofe for examples : Whether 
ttere are not emulations, of a ferious complex- 
ion among ourfelves ? between cities and univer- 
fities ? between North and South ? The Middle 
and the North ? The Middle and the South ? 
between one ftate and another ? between the go- 
yernments of States and the National Govern-' 

ment? 
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ment ? and between individual patriots and he^ 

loes in all thefe ? What is the natural remedy 

f againli: the inconveniences and dangers of thefc 

livalries ? Whether a well-balanced Conftitu- 
tion — fuch as that of our Union purports to be, 
ought not to be cordially fupported, till its de- 
fcas, if it has any, can be correfted, by every 
good citizen, as our only hope of peace, and omr 
9xk of fafety ? — But it muft be left to the con- 
lemplations of our State Phyficians to difco^cr 
the caufes and the remedy of that ^^fever^ whereof 
mr power UfickP One queftion only fhall bo 
lefpeftfuUy infinuated : Whether equal laws, 
the refult only of a balanced government, can e- 
ver be obtained and preferved without fome figna 
or other c^ diftindion and degree I 

We are told that our friends, the National AC 
iembly of France, have abolifhed all diftindions^ 
But be not deceived, my dear countrymen. Im- 
jK)ffibilities cannot be performed. Have they le- 
Telled all fortunes, and equally divided all pro* 
perty ? Have they made all men and women e- 
qually wife, elegant, and beautiful ? Have they 
annihilated the names of Bourbon and Montmo« 
rency, Rochefoucalt and Noailles^ La Fayette and 
La Moignon, Neckar and de la Calonne, Mirabeau 
and Bailey ? Have they committed to the flames 
all the records, annals and hiftories of the nation ? 
All the copies of Mezerai, Daniel, de Thou, 
Veilly, and a thoufand others ? Have they burned 
all their pichires, and broken all their fiatues ? 
Have they blotted out of all memories, the names, 
places of abode, and illuftrious actions of all their 
anceftors ? Have they not ftill Princes of the firft 
and fccond order. Nobles and Knights? Have 
they no record nor memory who are the men^ 

who 
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%lio cbmpofc the prefent National Affembly ?— *• 
Do they wifh to have that dlftinftion forgotten ? 
Have the French oflSicers who ferved in America 
melted thdr Eagles, and torn their ribbons ? 



ISor 14* 



• / 



Gojujl Alike y yet each believes his o*wn. 

ALL the miracles enumerated in our laft nulii* 
bcr , mull be performed in France , before all diC- 
tin&ions can be annihilated, and diilindions in 
abundance would be found, after all, for French 
gentlemen, in the hiftory of England, Holland, 
Spain, Germany, Italy, America, aiid all otheif 
countries on the globe. 

The wifdom of nations has remarked the uni- 
verfal confideration paid to wealth ; and that the 
paflion of avarice, excited by it, produced trca* 
cheryy cowardice, and a felfifli unfocial meannefs^ 
but had no tendency to produce thofe virtues of 
patience, courage, fortitude, honor, or patriotifm^ 
which the fervice of the public required in their 
citizens, in peace and war. 

The wifdom of nations has obferved, that thd 
general attention paid to birth, produced a diffe- 
rent kind of fentiments ; thofe of pride in the 
maxims and principles in religion, morals and go- 
vernment, as well as in the talents and virtues 
which firft produced iUuftration to anceftors. 

As 
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As the pride of wealth produced nothing but 
meannefs of fentiment, and a fordid fcramble £ot 
money ; and the pride of birth produced fome 
degree of emulation- in knowledge and virtue ; 
the wifdom of nations has endeavoured to employ 
one prejudice to counteraft another ; the preju- 
dice in favor of birth, to moderate, cqrreft, and 
reftrain the prejudice in favor of wealth. - 

The National Affembly of France is too enlight- 
ened a body to overlook the enquiry. What ef- 
fect on the ftioral chara6ler of the nation would 
be produced, by deflroying, if that were pofliblej 
all attention to families, and fetting all tTie paf- 
fions on the purfuit of gain. Whether imiver- 
fal venality, and an incorrigible corruption in e- 
leftions would not be the neceffary confequence. 
It may berelied on, however, that the int(!fntions 
of that auguft irid migrilnimous affembly, are 
mifunderftood and mifreprefented. Time will 
deyelope their defigns, will fliew them to be more 
judicious than to attempt impoflibilities fo obvi- 
ous, as that of the abolition of all dillinftionS. 

Alphonsus the tenth, the aftronomical king 
of Caftile, has been accufed of impiety, for faying 
that " if, at the time of the crdaltion, he had been 
called to the councils of the divinity, he could 
have given fome ufeful advice, concerning the' 
motions of the ftars.**' It is not probable, that a- 
ny thing was intended by him, more thin an hu- 
morous farcafm, or a fneer of contempt, at the 
Ptolemaic fyftem, a projeftion of which he had 
before him. But if the National Affembly fhould 
have ferioufly in contemplation, arid fhould re- 
folve in earneft the total aboUtion of all diftinc- 
tions and orders, it would be much more diffi- 
cult to vindicate themifrorii an a'ccufation of inhf- 

piety^ 
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piety. God, in the conftitution of nature, has 
ordained that every man fliall have a difpofition 
to emulation, as well as imitation, and confe- 
quently a paffion for diftinftion, and that all 
men fhall hot have equal means and opportuni- 
ties of gratifying it. Shall we believe the Na- 
tional Affembly capable of refolving that no man 
fliali have any defire of diftinftion ; or that all 
men fliall have equal means of gratifying it ?^- 
Or that no man fliall have any means of gratify- 
ing it ? What would this be better than faying, 
** if we had been called to the councils of the cC- 
leftials, we could have given better advice in the 
confl:itution of human nature ?" It nature and 
that aflembly, could be thus at variance, which 
however is not credible, the world would foon 
fee, which is the moft powerful. 

That there is already a fciflion, in the National 
Aflembly, like all others, paft, prefent, and to 
come, is moft certain. There is an ariftocratical 
party, a democratical party, an armed neutrality, 
and moft probably a monarchial party : befides 
another divifion, who muft finally prevail, or K- 
berty will be loft : I mean a fet of members, who 
are equal friends to monarchy, ariftrocracy, and 
democracy, and wifh for an equal independent 
mixture of all three in their conftitution. Each 
of thefe parties has its chief, and thefe chiefs are 
or will be rivals. Religion will be both the ob- 
jeft and the pretext of fome : liberty, of others : 
fubmiflion and obedience of others : and level- 
ing, downright levelling, of not a few. But the 
attention, confideration and congratulations of 
' the public, will be the objed of all. Situation 
and office will be aimed at by fome of all parties. 
Contefts and diffentions will arife between thefe 
runners in the fame race. The natural and ufual 

L progrefs. 
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progrcfs, is, from debate in the affembly to diC- 
cuffions in print ; from the fearch of truth and 
public utility in both, to fophiftry and the fpirit 
of party : Evils fo greatly dreaded by the ingenu- 
ous " Citizen of New-Heaven,'* to whom wc 
have now the honor of paying our firft refpefts, 
hoping that hereafter we may find an opportu^ 
nity to make him our more particular compli- 
ments.* From fophiftry and party fpirit, the 
tranfition is quick ^nd eafy to falfhood, impof- 
ture, and every fpecies of artificial evolution and 
.criminal intrigue. As unbalanced parties of 
every defer iption, can never tolerate a free en- 
quiry of any kind, when employed againft them- 
felves, the licence, and even the mott temperate 
freedom of the prefs, foon excites refentment and 
revenge. A writer, unpopular with an oppofite 
party, becaufe he is too formidable in wit or argu- 
ment, may firft be burnt in effigy : or a printer 
may have his office aflaulted : cuffs and kicks, 
. boxes and cudgels, are heard of, among plebeian 
. ftatefmen ; challenges and fingle combats among 
the ariftocratic legiflators — Riots and feditions 
at length break men's bones, or flea oflF their Ikins. 
Lives are loft : and when blood is once drawn, 
men, like other animals, become outrageous : If 
one party has not a fuperiorlty over the other, 
clear enough to decide every thing at its pkafure, 
a civil war cnfues. When the nation arrives at 
this period of the progreffion, every leader, at 
the head of his votaries, even if you admit him 
to have the beft intentions in the world, will find 
himfelf compelled to form them into fome milita- 
ry arrangement, both for oflfence and defence ; to 

build 

• Alluding to four Letters publithed about that time, by Condorcet , 
who called himfelf a Citizen of New Heaven, in which he reeommended 
z Goverameot in a Single Aflembly, whkh wai aceordtogly adopted, and 
mined France. 
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baild caftles and fortify eminences, like the feudal 
Barons. For ariftocratical rivalries and demo- 
cratical rivalries too, , when unbalanced againft 
each other, by fome third mediating power, natu* 
rally and unfailingly produce a feudal fyftem. — 
If this fhould be the courfe in France, the poor^ 
deluded, and devoted partizans would foon be 
fond enough of decorating their leaders, with 
the old titles of dukes, marquiffes and counts, or 
doing any thing elfe, to increafc the power of 
their commander over themfelves, to unite their 
wills and forces for their own fafety and defence, 
or to give him weight with their enemies. '' 

The men of letters in France, are wifely re- 
forming one feudal fyftem ; but may they not 
unwifely, lay the foundation of another ? A le- 
giflature in one affembly, can have no other ter- 
mination than in civil diffentiori, feudal anarchy, 
or fimple monarchy. The beft apology which 
can be made for their frefli attempt of a fove- 
reignty in one affembly , an idea at leaft as ancient 
in France as Stephen Boetius^ is, that it is only iii* 
tended to be momentary. If a f^nate had been 
propofed, it muft have been formed, moft proba- 
bly of Princes of the blood, Cardinals, Arch- 
bifliops, Dukes and Marquiffes, and all thefe to- 
gether would have obftructed the progr^fs of the 
reformation in religion and government, and 
procured an abortioh, to the regeneration of 
France. Pennfylvania eftablilhed her fingle af. 
fembly in 1776, upon the fame principle. An 
apprehenfion that the Proprietary and Quaker 
interefts would prevail, to the election of oiarac* 
tel^s difaffe<5ted to the American caufe, finally pre* 
ponderated againft two legiflative councils. Penn- 
fylvania, and Georgia, who followed her example, 
li^ve found by experience, the neceflity of a 

change 

^hls has all been aecomplUhed in the new Emperor Napoleon. iSo^n. 
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change : and France, by the fannie infallible prog- 
refs of reafoning, will difcover the fame neceflity : 
Happy indeed, if the experiment ftiall not coft. 
her more dear. That the fubjeft is confidered 
in this light, by the beft friends of liberty in 
Europe, appears by the words of Dr. Price, lately 
publiflied in this paper. — " Had not the arifto- 
cratical and clerical orders,' ' fays that fage and 
amiable writer, *' have been obliged to throw 
themfelves into one chamber with the commons^ 
no reformation could have taken place, and the 
regeneration of the kingdom would have beea 
impoffible. And in future legiflatures, were 
thefe two orders to make diftinft and independent 
fiates, all that has been done would probably be 
foon undone. Hereafter, perhaps, when the new 
conftitution, as now formed, has acquired ftrength 
by time, the National Affembly may find it prac* 
ticable as well as expedient, to eftablifli by mean$ 
of a third Eftate^ fuch a check, as now takes place 
in the American government, and is indifpenilblc 
ia the Britiflx government/'* 



No. 15. 



Firft follow nature, and your judgment frame 
By her juft flandard, which is dill the fame. 

THE world grows more enlightened ; Knor^r- 
ledge is more equally diffufed : News-papers, 
Magazines, and circulating libraries, have made 
mankind wifer : Titles and diftindions, ranks 

and 

* ** It is to be lamented that the Do<5ior had not lived to l804| to (cc the 
cprors iaco wluch bi$ booclk euikufialm bttrf jfcd binu 
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:4nd orders, parade and ceremony, are all going 
out of fafhion. This is roundly and frequently 
aflerted in the ftreets, and fometimes on theatres 
of higher rank. Some truth there is in it : and if 
the opportunity were temperately improved, to 
the reformation of abufes, the rectification of er- 
rors, and the diflipation of pernicious prejudices, 
a great advantage it might be. But, on the o# 
ther hand, falle inferences may be drawn from it, 
which may make mankind wifli for the age of 
Dragons, Giants ' and Fairies, If all decorum, 
difcipline and fubordination are to be deftroyed, 
and univerfal pyrrhonifm, anarchy, and infecuri- 
ty of property are to be introduced, nations will 
foon wi£h their books in aflies, feek for darknefe 
and ignorance, fuperftition and fanaticifm, as 
bleffings, and follow the ftandard of the firft mad 
defpot, who, with the enthufiafm of another 
Mahomet, will endeavour to obtain them. 

Are riches, honors, and beauty going out of 
faihion ? Is not the rage for them, on the contra-, 
ry, increafed fatter than improvement, in know-^ 
ledge ? As long as either of thefe are in vogue, 
will there not be emulations and rivalries ? Does 
not the increafe of knowledge in any man, in- 
cr«afe his emulation } and the diffufion of know^ 
ledge among men, multiply rivalries? Has the 
progrefs of fcience, arts and letters, yet difcover- 
cd that there are no paffions in human nature ? 
No ambition, avarice or a defire of fame? Arc 
thefe paffions cooled, diminifhed or extinguiihed ? 
Is the rage for admiration lefs ardent in men or 
women ? Have thefe propenfities lefs a tendepcy 
to divifions, controverfies, feditions, mutinies, 
and civil wars, than formerly ? On the contrary, 
the more knowledge is difiufed, the more the 
paffions are extended, and the mo re furious they 

grow ? 
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grow ? Had Cicero lefs vanity, or Caefar Icfs art*- 
bition, for their vaft erudition ? Had the King of 
Pruffia lefs of one, than the other ? There 
is no connexion in the mind between fcience and 
paffion, by which the former can extinguifli or 
diminifh the latter : it on the contrary fometimej 
increafes them, by giving them exercife. Were 
the paffions of the Romans lefs vivid, in the age 
of Pompcy, than in the time of Mummius ? Are 
thofeof the Britons, more moderate at this hour 
than in the reigns of the Tudors ? Are the paffions 
of Monks, the weaker for all their learning ? Are 
Btot jealoufy, envy, hatred, malice and revenge, 
as well as emulation and ambition, as rancorous 
in the cells of Carmelites, as in the courts of 
Princes ? Go to the Royal Society of London : 
is there lefs emulation for the chair of Sir Ifaac 
Newton, than there was, and commonly will be 
for all eleftive prefidencies ? Is there lefs animo- 
fity and rancour, arifing from mutual emulations 
in that region of fcience, than there is among 
the moft ignorant of mankind ? Go to Paris : 
how do you find the men of letters ? united, 
friendly, harmonious, meek, humble, modcft, 
charitable ? prompt to mutual forbearance ? un- 
affuming ? ready to acknowledge fuperior merit ? 
zealous to encourage the firft fymptoms of 
genius ? Afk Voltaire and Roffeau, Marmontel 
and De Mably.* 

The increafe and diffemination of knowledge, 
inftead of rendering unnecelTary, the checks of 
emulation and the balances of rivalry, in the or- 
ders of fociety and conftituiion of governnient, 
augment the neceffity of both. It becomes the 

more 

♦Th*cnvy,jtaloufy, rivalries, r^dtions, cabals, intrigues and animofj- 
ticS) among the mea of letters in Paris^ were as violent at leaft as the^ 
were at Court, and as furious, tlio* not fo bloody as they were among ihc 
|»cople and their governmcut, uadsr any form of their variable conftitu^ 
tioos from 1 786 to i8c4« 
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jnore indifpenfable, that every man fhould know 
his place and b^ made to keep it. Bad men in* 
creafe in knowledge as fafi: as good men, and 
fcicnce, arts, tafte, fenfe and letters, are employied 
for the purpofes of injufticeand tyranny, as well 
as thofe of law and liberty j for corruption as 
well as for virtue* 

Frenchmen ! Aft and think like yourfdves! 
confefSng human nature, be magnanimous and 
wife* Acknowledging and boalling yourfelvcs 
to be men. avow the feelings of men. The af- 
fedation of being exempted from paffions, is in- 
Jhiuman. The grave pretention to fuch iingulari- 
ty is folemn hypocrify. Both are unworthy of 
your frank and generous natures. Confider 
ihat government is intended to fct bounds to 
paffions which nature has not limited : and to 
affift reafon, confcience^ juftice and truth in con- 
trouling interefts, which, without it, would be 
as unjuft as uncontroulable. 

Americans! rejoice, that from experience, 
you have learned wifdom : and inftead of whim- 
fical and fantaftical projefts, you have adopted a 
promifing eflay, towards a well ordered govern - 
ment. Inftead of following any foreign exam- 
ple, to return to the legijlation of confufion^ con- 
template the means of reftoring decency, honefty 
and order in fociety, by preferving,. and com- 
pleating, if any thing fliould be found neceffary 
to compleat, the baiance of your government. 
In a well balanced government, reafon, con- 
fcience, truth and virtue muft be refpefted by all 
parties, and exerted for the public good. Advert 
to the principles on which you commenced that 
glorious felf defence, which, if you behave with 
.fteadinefs and conliftency, may ultimately loofen 
ihe chains of all mankind. If you will take tfic 
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trcuWe to read over the memorable proceedihgSP 
of the town of Bofton, on the 28th day oiOcto^ 
bet 1772, when the Committee of Correfpon- 
dence of twenty one perfons, was appointed t6 
ftate the rights of the Colonifts as men, as chrift- 
ians and as fubjecls, and to publifli them to the 
world, with the infringements and violations of 
them, you will find thq great principles of civil 
and religiotis liberty, for which you have con- 
tended fo fuccefsfuily, and which the world is 
contending for after your example. I could 
tranfcribe with pleafure, the whole of this imi- 
mortal pamphlet, which is a real picture of the 
fun of liberty, rifing on the human race : but 
fliall feleft only a few words, more direftly to the 
prefent purpofe. ** The firft fundamental pofitivc 
law of all commonwealths or ftates, is the eftab- 
lifliment of the legiflative power/* Page 9. 

** It is abfolutely neceffary, in a mixed govern- 
ment, like that of this Province, that a due pro- 
portion, or balance of power fhould be eftablifhed 
among the feveral branches of the legiflative* 
Our anceftors received from King William and 
Queen Mary, a charter, by which it was under- 
ftood by both parties in the contract, that fuch a 
proportion or balance was fixed ; and therefore 
every thing which renders any one branch of the 
legiflative more independent of the other two, 
than it was originally defigned, is an alteration 
of the Conftitution." 

Americans ! In your Congrefs at Philadelphia^ 
on Friday, the 14th day of October, 1774, you 
laid down the fundamental principles, for which 
you were about to contend, and from wliich it 
is to be hoped you will never depart. For aflert- 
ing and vindicating your rights and liberties, you 

declared. 
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dedared, "That by the immutable laws>fna* 
ture, the principles of the Englifh Conftitution^ 
And your feveral charters or compacts, you were 
entitled to life, liberty Ind property ; that your 
aucefiors vrcre entitled to all .the rights, liberties 
and immiinities of fi'ce and natural born fubjeAs 
in England : that you, their defcendants, were 
entitled to the exercife and enjoyment pf all fuch 
of them as«your local and other circumftances, 
enaUed you to exerdfe and enjoy. That the 
foundation of Engliih liberty, and of all free 
governments, is, a right in the people, to partici- 
pate in their le^lLative council. That you were 
entitled to the common law of England, and 
more efpecially to the great and meftimable 
privilege of beihg tried by your peers of the vici- 
nage, according to the courfe of that law. That 
it is itidifpenfably necejfary to good government y and 
rendered ejfentialby the Englijh Conjiitutiony that the 
conjlituent branches of the legijlature^ be independent 
fifeach other.** Thefe, among others, you then 
claimed, demanded and in lifted on, as your in- 
dubitable rights and liberties. Thefe are the 
principles, on which you firft united and affocia* 
ted, and ifff ou fteadily and confiilently maintain 
them, they will not only fecure freedom and 
happinefs to yourfelves and your pofterity, but 
your example will be imitated by all Europe, and 
in time perhaps by all mankind. 1 he nations 
are in travail, and great events muft have birth- 
** The minds of men are in movement from the 
Borifthenes to the Atlantic. Agitated with new 
and ftrong emotions, they fwelland heave beneath 
opprei&on, as the feas within the polar circle, at 
the approach of fpring. The genius of philofo- 
phy, with the touch of Ithuriers fpear, is trying 
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Ithc cftablithments of the earth. The variola 

I forms of prejudice, fuperftition and fervility, ftart 

■ up, in their true fliapes, which had long impofed 

■ upon the world, under the revered femblances of 
I honor, faith and loyaky. Whatever is loofe 
I muft be fhaken ; whatever is corrupted muft be 
llopt away ; whatever is not built on the broad 
Ibafisof public utility, muft be tlirown to the 
I ground. Obfcure murmurs gather and fwell into 

I tcmpeft ; the fpirit of enquiry like a fevcre and 
Ifearching wind, penetrates every part of thegreat 
Ibody politic ; and whatever is unfound, what- 
lever is infirm, fhrinks at the vifitation. Liberty, 
lied by phitofophy,difiufes her blefiings to every 
Iclafs of men ; and even extends a fmilc of hope 
land promife to the poor African, the victim of 
lliard impenetrable avarice. Man, as man, be- 
I comes an objcdt of refpeft. Tenets are transfer- 
led, from theory to practice. The glowing fen- 
liiment, the lofty fpcculation, no longer ferve 
' jC to adorn t' 
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ymt' errors, which have coft yoii very cfcar; 
iUfift her, by your example, to reflify them be- 
fore they involve her in calamitiesi as much 
^eater than: yours, as her population is more 
unwiddy, and her fituation more expofed to thtf 
baleful influence of rival neighbours. Amidft alt 
their exultations, Americans and Frbnchmenj 
fliou|d remeny[>er, that the pcrfcftability of man, 
is only human and terreftiai pcrfci£fability. Coltfc 
will fdll freeze, and fire wiU^evcr ceafe to burn >^ 
difeafe and vice will- continue to, diforder, anrf 
death to terrify mankinds ilmidation next to 
fclf prdfervajtion will forever be the great ipping 
of human a£^ons^ and the balance of a well or-!^ 
dered government, will alone be abjtf to prevent 
that emulation from degenerating into dangerous 
ambition, irregulajt rivalries, ddlruftive faftionsj^ 
wafting feditiohs, and bloody civiliyars. 

- The great queftion wili forever remain, wbd^ 
Jhail work ^ Our fpecies cannot all be idle. Lei^ 
fore for ftudy muft ever be the portion of a few. 
The ntmbeij em{dpyed in government, muft for- 
cve^ be very fmatt. tood,. raiment and habita- 
tions, the indifoenfible wants of all, are not to 
be obtaindi without thecontinuaUoil of ninety- 
nine in an hundred of mankind. As reft is rap-* 
ture to the weary man, thofe who labor little' 
will always be envied by thofe who labor much, 
though the latter, in reality, be probably the 
moft enviable. With all the encouragements^' 
public and private, which can ever be given to 
ineral education, and it is fcarcely poffible they 
Lould be too many, or too great, the laboring 
part of the people, can never be learned. The 
Gontroverfy bet^ee» the rich and the poor, the 
laborious and the i41e, the Icarn^ and the igno- 
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rant, diftindions as old as the creation, and af 
extenfive as the globe ; diftindions which no art 
or policy, no degree^ of virtue or philofophy canr, 
ever wholly deftroy, will continue, and rivalries 
will fpring out of them. Thefe parties will be 
reprefented in the legiflature, and muft be baU 
anced» or one will oppre& the other* There will 
never probably be found, any other mode of 
cftabliihing fuch an equilibrium, than by confti- 
tutiuK the repreientajion of each, an independent 
branch of the legiflature, and an independent 
executive authority, fuch as that in our govern- 
aent, to be a third branch, and a mediator or an 
arbitrator between them. Property muft be Ce> 
cured, or liberty cannot exift : but if unlimited, 
or unballanced poiiirer of difpoiing plroperty, be 
put into the hands: o^ thofe, who have no pro*' 
perty, France'wijlfind, aswe have found, th^ 
kmb Qpi^nmitted to the cuftody of the wolf. In 
iiich a cafe, all the pathetic exhortations a nd a<f« 
drefles of the National. Aflembly to the people, to 
refpeft property, will be regarded no more than' 
the warbles of the ibngfters of the foreft; The 
great art of Ikw-giving confi&s in balancing the 
poor againft the rich in the^ legiflature, and in 
conftltuting the legiflative, * a, perfect balance a-^ 
gainft the executive' power, at: the fartie time,' 
• that no individual or party can become its rival.' 
I'he eflence of a free government con£ils' in an 
effectual controul of rivalries.' The executive* 
and the legiflative powers are natural rivals ^ and 
if each, has not an effeftual conttoul over the 
other, the weaker, will ever be th^ lamb in the"^ 
paws of the wolfi» The nation which - will not 
adopt an equilibrium of power, muft adopt a 
defpotiftm. There is no other aJternative. Ri- 
valries 
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ralries muft be controuled, or they will throw 
all things into confiifion ; and there is nothing 
but defpotifm, or a balance of power, vidiich can 
controul them. Even in the fimple monarchies, 
the nobility and the judicatures, conftitute a hzU 
^nce, thoilgh a very imperfefb one, againfl the 
royalties. 

Let us copcludc with one reflexion more, 
which Ihall barely be hinted at, as delicacy, if noC 
prudence^ may require, in this place, fome degree 
of referve. Is there a poilibility, that the gov^ 
ernment of nations may fall into the haiids o£ 
men, who teach the moft difconfolate of aU: 
creeds, that men are but fire-flies, and that this aU 
Is without a father ? Is this the way, to make 
man, as man, ^n object of refped ? Or is it, to 
make murder itfelf , as indifEerent as fhooting a 
plover, and the extermination of the Rohilla na^ 
tion, as innocent, as the fwallpvnng of mites, on 
a morfel of cheefe ? If fuch a cafe fliould happen, 
would not one of thefe, the moft credulous of aU 
believers, have reafon to pray, to his eternal na- 
ture, pr his almighty chance, (the more abfurdity 
there is in this addre& the more in chara&er) 
five us again the gods of the Greeks — give us again 
ibe more intelligible as well as more comfortable Jys • 
iems of Atbanqfius and Calvin — nay^ give us. again 
$ur Popes and Hiearchiesy Benedictines and JefuitSy 
ivitb all tbeir fuperjiition and fanaticifm^ impq/iures 
mnd tyranny. A certain Dutchefe of venerable 
years and mafculine underftanding, iaid of fome 
of the Philofophers of the eighteenth century, 
admirably well, " On ne croit pas, dans le Chrift- 
laniime, mais on croit^ toutes les fottifespofilbles." 
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Cppofiuity fans reI4che, av^c trop de prudeace/ 
lies Gtii/es aux Condh^ et la France a la France. 
^ Toujour^ prfite i. s'unir avcc fcs ennemis 

"^^ Xt ehangeant d^inter^, de riraux, et d'amia* 

THE rivalry, between the houfea of Guife ancj 
iffontmorency, or in other words, the ambition^ 
of the. Cardinal de Lorrain, 'and the Duke o£ 
G1U&5 to outftiip the Montmorency, produced ar 
war* Charles the Vth. was preparijag with a^ 
numerous arnay to lay fiege to Metz. It was not 
dorubted that the conduifl of fo important a war^ 
would be committed to one of the tw'o favorifcs*. 
/ Bttt the Cohftable Montmorency, more thaa- 
fixty years of agc^ preferred a refidence near the 
pcrfon of the King, to a rifque of his reputatioWL 
. wti new dangers. The Duke of Guife, on t&e 
cootraty, full of courage, and burning, with ardor .' 
todiftrngm& himfelf, foHcited the command, 
with the more vivacity, as he faw no other rc- 
fource than in military fiiccefles, to efface the 
credit), and eclipfe the glory of the Cpnftable. He. 
was therefore charged with the defence of Metz^ 
with the confcnt, or at leaft, without the oppofi- 
tiott ctf the Gonftable, who in^ternally, was no^ 
dii^leafed to fee his cdmpetitar, expofe his life^ 
or his reputation to danger^ The Duke fulfilled 
perfecHy, the idea, which had; been conceived o£ 
his valor and priwlence— uncertain as the fuccefs 
of the enterprife had been, he came out of it vie-: 
torious, and covered with glory. This great 
adion did him fo much honor \v^ith the King, and 
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t£e irhoft nation, that they committed to him« 
in preference of all others, the command of th« 
army, which they fent afterwards to Italy, to re- 
conquer the kingdom of Naples. Either by the 
fault of the "French, or the inconftancy of their 
allies, this expedition failed, or, at leaft produced 
little advantage : Yet the ill fuccefs was not im- 
puted to the Duke, who drew from it tnovc 
glory than he could have done from a vi^ftory--^ 
For this reafon: Philip the fecond King of 
Spsdn, upon the abdication of his father, Charles 
the Vth. turned his arms againft the frontiers of 
France, and entered through Flanders intoJH. 
cardie, to make a diverfion from the war in Italy, 
The Conftable, as Governor of that Province, was 
then obliged to take leave of the King, and, 
againft his inclination, run the hazards of war. 
The lofs of the battle of Saint-Quintin, where 
the Spaniards took him prifoner, fpread a con- 
fternation through all the neighbouring provin- 
ces. The fri^ds of the Guifes in council, could 
difcover no furer means of repelling this inva* 
iion of the enemy, of repairing the lofles^ 
and preventing the confequences of this defeat, 
than by recalling from Italy the Duke of -Guife, 
The celerity of his return, added to the memora- 
ble conquefts of Calais, Guifne, and Thionville, 
fully juftified th^efe hopes, and gave him that fu- 
periority over the Conffcable, that a Conqueror 
muft ever have over one who is conquered. 

The Conftable, however, obtained his liberty, 
and returned to court. The King's affection for 
liim was not abated- 'Henry, attributing his late 
misfortunes to the lot of arms, and the fortune 
of war, converfed familiarly with him, and,'ftill 
convinced of his capacity, confided to him the 
weight of public afiairs. In the critica) circum- 
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lianccs of the State, the Duke and the CardtMl^ 
Ivho had acquired a great reputation, the one by 
liis exploits, and the other by his abilities, apprc 
lended that if they could not throw fome pow- 
erful obftacle in the way of the Conftabie, he 
Ivould rife higher in favor than ever. They re- 
■blved therefore to gain to their party, Diana, 
TJutchcfs of Valentinois — to conneft their in- 
lerefts with hers — and to make her protcftion 
»nd favor ferve as a foundation of their elevation, 
^nd who was Diana ? Of illuftrious birth, "ble- 
nded from the ancient houfe of the Counts of 
Poitiers, in the flower of her age, fiie united 
i'ith uncommon beauty, a fprightly wit, an acute 
lind fubtle underflanding, the mofl: infinuating 
jraces of behavior, and all the other qualities 
fvhich in a young woman, enchant the eyes and 
japtivatethe heart. She had married the Sene- 
Ihal of Normandy, who foon left her a widow, ' 
Ivith two daughters. She took advantage of 
ficr llngleflate to deliver herfelf up to the pleaf- 
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TJhiC.Gkiifes, without regard to the general 
^ifcontent — fenfible only to the fear of lofing 
their power, fought the friendlhip of the Dutch- 
cfs, who foon declared herfelf openly in their 
favor, and by marrying one of her daughters to 
thp Duke of Aumale, their brother, fupported 
them with all her credit* The Conftable eafily 
unravelled the intrigues of the Guifes, and, not 
depending on the marks of confidence which he 
received from the King, thought to fortify him- 
felf, equally, with the protedion of Diana. If 
the Guife3 had flattered 'her, by the fplendor of 
their birth, he did not defpair to gain her to his 
intereft, by fatiating her avarice, apaffion as un- 
governable in her heart, as^ambition. He began 
to make his court to her, and endeavored to 
gain her by confidcrable prefents. He had fo 
much at heart the fuccefs of his meafures, that 
in fpite of his natural pride> he did not hefitate 
to feek alfo her alliance by efpoufing to Henry 
Lord of Damville, his fecond fon, Antoinette de 
la Mark, grand daughter by the mother, of the 
Dutchefs of Valentinois — a refolution fo much 
the more imprudent, as Diana was already 
ftridly united with the party of the Guifes, and 
labored fincerely, with all her power, for their 
aggrandizement — whereas fixe favored but coldly 
the defigns of the Conftable. All the means 
which had been employed in oppofitipn to the 
elevation of the Guifes, became ufelefs. To the 
merit of their fervices — to the intrigues by 
which they had continually advanced themfelves ; 
at the time, when they difputed with fo much 
vivacity with their rivals, for the firft rank at 
the Court, was added, the marriage of Francis, 
the Dauphin of France, ^nd the eldeft fon of the 
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King, with the Princefs Mary, fole heir of the 
kingdom of Scotland, daughter of James Stuart^ 
lately deceafed, by Mary of Lorrain, fifter of the \ 
Duke and Cardinal. An alliance of fo much 
magnificence, drew them near to the throne^ 
There remained now, to the Conftable and his 
family, only the friendly fentiments, which the 
King preferved for them by habit ; and to the 
other courtiers, qnly the offices of fmaller impor- 
tance. The principal dignities, the faireft gov- 
ernments, and the general fuperintendance of 
affairs, civil and military, all were placed in the 
hands of the Guifes and their creatures. 

While all minds, were held in agitation at 
Court by thefe events, the Bourbons faw them- 
felves, notwithftanding their proximity of blood, 
and pretenfi^ons to the crown, contrary to the 
ufage of the nation, excluded from employments 
and honors. Except when the neceffity of a 
war, or the exercife of fome office of little confe- 
quence, which remained to them, required their 
prefence, they* appeared not at Court. It is 
true, that the Count D'Aguien, one oiFthe Princes 
of this houfe, had advanced himfelf by his merit 
and valour. The King had given him the com- 
mand of his army in Piedmont. The battle of 
Cerizolles, which he gained againft the Spaniards, 
had raifed his reputation. But this advantage 
was too tranfitory to raife the houfe of Bourbon. 
This Prince died by accident, in the flower of his 
aee, and his brother, the Duke D'Anguien was 
killed at the battle of St. Quintin. There re- 
mained therefore none of the children of Charles 
of Bourbon, but Anthony Duke of.Vendome, 
and King of Navarre, by his marriage with Jane 
oi Albret j Louis, Prince of Conde, the flock of 

the 




y 



■■■=-'/*■'.■* '...'_./ v f ^.-. 



DISCOURSES ON DAVILA. 



99 



the branches of Conde and Conti, killed after- 
wards at Jarnacy and Charles, Cardinal of Bour- . 
bon, proclaimed King afterwards by theLeaguers, 
under the name of Charles the tenth. 

The chiefs of the houfe, were now, Anthony- 
Duke of Vendome, and Louis Prince of Conde, 
his brother, both fons of Charles of Vendome, 
who, after the revolt of the Conftable de Bour- 
bon, and the captivity of Francis the firft, by 
his moderation and difintereftedhefs had fome- 
what calmed the hatred which had been violent- 
ly enkindled againft thofe of his blood. Thefe 
Princes, depreffed by the Guifes, whom they 
caUed ftrangers and new comers from Lorrain, 
complained bitterly, that except the right of fuc- 
ceflion to the crown, which no man could take 
from them, they were deprived of all their privi- 
leges, and efpecially of the honor of refiding near 
the perfon of the King. That they fcarcely held 
any rank in a court, where their birth called them 
to the firft places after his Majefty : and that 
fuch condud was equally inconfiftent with reafon 
and equity. The King, however^ maintained 
with inflexibility, the power of the Guifes againft 
all remonftrances and complaints. The Bourbons 
endured with lefs impatience, the elevation of 
the Conftable Montmorency: on the contrary, 
they were feverely mortified to fee his credit di- 
minifli. United with him by an alliance, by 
views and by interefts, they flattered- themfelves 
they might obtain by bis means a decent rank, if 
they could not re-afcend to that which their an- 
ceftors had poffefle^v But now, deprived of that 
hope which fupports the unfortunate, by foften- 
ing the fentiment of their ills, they bor^ with 
iiill greater impatience their difgraces. 

Anthony 
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Anthony of Vcndome, a Prince of a mild and 
moderate charafter, appeared to fupport them 
with more trarfquility than the others, becaufe 
he meditated great defigns. He had married 
Jane of Albret, only daughter of Henry, King of 
Navarre, and after the death of bis father in law- 
he had taken the crown and title of King, His 
projeft was to recover his kingdom of Navarre, 
of which the Spaniards had made themfelves 
matters, for feveral years, during the war be- 
tween Louis the Xllth, and Ferdinand the Ca- 
tholic. The Kings of France, to whofe intereft 
this ftate had been facrificed, had attempted 
feveral times to reconquer it. The Spaniards, 
who could eafily march troops to its relief, had 
hitherto defended it. But the two crowns, 
being then upon the point of concluding a folid 
peace, the King of Navarre, hoped to comprehend 
m the treaty, and to obtain a reftitution of his 
hereditary ftates, or, at leaft, an equivalent. He 
was confirmed in this thought, by the birth of a 
fon, to whom he gave the name of Henry, in 
memory of his maternal grandfather. This is 
the Prince, whom, the fplendor of his viftorics 
raifed, after long and bloody wars, to the throne 
of France, under the name of Henry the fourth, 
and whofe exploits and virtues have meritedrthe 
name of great. He was born the 13th of De- 
cember, 1554, at Pau,the capital of Bern. This 
birth, which filled with joy the King and Queen 
of Navarre, infpired them with more ardor, to 
recover their dominion. Anthony chofe rather 
to intereft the King of France, to demand this 
reftitution in the treaty of pdice, than to folicit 
in quality of firft Prince of the blood, govern- 
Hients and dignities in the Jdngdom. It was 
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this, which engaged- him to diffemblc with more 
patience and moderation than the reft, the in- 
juftice done to his houfe. The King, perfifting 
in the defign of lowering continually the Princes 
of the blood, or perhaps irritated at the refufal 
of Anthony, to exchange Beam and his other 
ftates, for cities and territories fituated in the in- 
terior of the kingdom, had difmembered from 
Guienne, of which the King of Navarre was gov- 
ernor, as firft Prince of the blood, Languedoc 
and the city of Touloufe, to give the government 
of it, to the Conftable. But the King of Navarre, 
fliewing little refentment of this injuftice, pur- 
fued conftantly his firft views. 

Louis, Prince of Conde, brother to the King 
of Navarre, full of ambition and inquietude, 
and not reftrained by fimilar interefts, faw with 
grief the mediocrity of his fortune, anfwer fo ill 
to the fplendor of his birth. Without oflSces, 
'governments, or employments to fupport him, 
he could not bear, but with a difcontent which 
he took no pains to conceal, the exceflive gran- 
deur of the Guifes, who monopolized for them- 
felves the firft dignities and faireft employments 
of the kingdom. To his perfonal mortification 
he joined the difgrace of the Conftable, whofe 
niece he had efpoufed. He was fo ftriftly con- 
nefted with him, and the Marchal of Montmoren- 
cy his fon, that he faw in the humiliation of their 
houfe, the completion of his own misfortunes. 
The Admiral of Chatillon, and D'Endelot, his 
brot her, irritated him ftill more by their advice. 
The firft was an ambitious, but an able politician, 
who took a fecret advantage of all occafions, to 
profit of tMoibles to raife himfelf to high power. 
'I'he other, flery, paflionate, continually occupied 
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in intrigues and plots, ceafed not, by his difcourfc 
and example to nourifli in the heart of Louis, the 
hatred already too deeply inkindled . This 
Prince, tranfported with rage, and almoft redu- 
ced to defpair, faw no refource for him, but by 
caufing a revolution in the State. 

Such was the fituation of aflfairs— fuch the jea- 
loufies and animolitt s of the Grandees, ready, on 
the flighteft occafion, to break out, in an open 
rupture, when, in the month of July 155.9, hap- 
pened the unexpefted death of Henry lid. killed 
by accident in a tournament by Gabriel Count 
of Montmorency, one of the Captains pf his 
guards. 

Francis lid. his eldeft fon, with a weak under-* 
ftanding, and a delicate conftitut ion, fucceeded 
him. Thofe evils, which even under his father 
had been expelled, haftened to make themfelves 
felt, under his feeble reign. Secret enmities 
were eafily changed into declared hatreds — and 
recourfe was foon had to arms. The youth and 
imbecility of the King rendered him incapable of 
governing^ It was neceffary that he fliould have ; 
fiot a guardian, becaufe he had pafled the age of 
fourteen years, the term fixed for the majority 
of the Kings of France ; but Minifters, prudent 
and laborious, who |fi|puld govern under his au- 
thority, until time Irould have>» fortified his un- 
derftanding, and invigorated his conftitution. 
The ancient ufage of the kingdom, called the 
Princes of the blood to this place — and indicated 
the King of Navarre, and the Prince de Conde, 
who united to the proximity of blood, an eftab- 
Klhed reputation. The Duke of Guife and the 
Cardinal of Lorrain, uncles of the Ki^g, by his 
marriage with the Queen of Scots, pretended that 
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tliis honor belonged to them, in oonfideration of 
their long labors and fervices to the crown, but 
cfpecially bccaufe they had in fad enjoyed it, 
during the life of the late King. Catherine of 
Medicis, mother of the King, expecbed to govern 
alone : She depended on the filial tendernefs of 
her fon — feveral examples authorifcd her preten- 
fions — but flie founded her ftrengeft hopes oa 
the divifions of the Grandees — and the terror of 
each foftion, leaft the other fliould carry the 
point, facilitated her defign. 

The Guifes were fenfible that they wanted the 
advantage of being of the blood, to which the 
laws and cuftoms of the nation had ufually confi- 
ded the government of the kingdom. They forc- 
faw moreover the empire which the councils of 
a mother would have over the mind of her fon, 
ftill young and without experience. They rc- 
folved therefore, by joining and ading in concert 
with her, to divide a power which they defpair- 
td of obtaining entire. The C^een, a Princefs of 
refined genius and mafculine courage, knew that 
the Princes of the blood, fuflFcred with impatience 
the authority and grandeur of Queen$. She 
thought alfo, that as a ftranger and an Italian flic 
had occafion to fortify herfelf, with the fupport 
of fome faction. She confented therefore cheer- 
fully to combine with tlie Guifes, whom fhe iaw 
difpofed to accept of part of that authority, 
which the Bourbons would have pretended to 
appropriate to themfelves without partition.. 
There was but one obftacle to the intimacy of this 
Union, and that was the unlucky connexion of 
the Guifes with the Dutchefs of Valentinois, who 
had poffeffed the heart of the late King, to the 
time of his death. The occafion was prefling:^ 
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and the importance of the bufinefs would not ad* 
xnit of delay^ On one hand the Queen, to whom 
diffimulation was not difficult, agreed to appear j 
to forget the paft, with the fame moderation 
which file had Ihewn, in bearing with her rival 
Huring the life of her husband : On the other, 
the Guifcs occupied wholly with their prefent 
intereft, eafily betrayed their friend, by confent- 
ing that the Dutchefs ihould be difgraced and 
difmiffed from the Court. 1 hey only required 
that Ihe fliould not be totally ftripped of thofe 
immenfe riches, which muft one day revert t6 
the Duke of Aumale, their brother. 

The King of Navarre, was then abfent, and 
very difcontented with the King and the Court, 
who, in the treaty concluded with Spain, had 
given no attention to his interefts, nor to the 
reftitution of his States. The new coalition at 
Court, had, with great addrefs, diffembarraffcd 
themfelves of the Conftable, by deputing him to 
do the honors of the obfequies of Henry the 
fecond. The perfonage who has that com- 
miffion, muft not abfent himfelf from the place 
where the body is depofited, during the three 
and thirty days that the funeral pomp continues. 
Artifice and accident, having thus removed the 
. two great obftacles, it was not difficult to obtain, 
of Francis the fecondj feduced by the carefles and 
the charms of his Scottilh Queen, an arrangement 
by which he placed the reins of government, in 
the hands of his neareft relations. Every thing 
which concerned the war, was committed to the 
Duke of Guife. The Cardinal had the depart- 
ments of Juftice and Finance — and the Queen 
mother the fuperintendance of all parts ot the 
government. To eftabliHi their meafures, which 
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had fo well fucceeded, and that the complaints 
and intrigues of the difafieded might not fhake 
the refolution of the King, and difarrange their 
pliin, there was no doubt but the firft ftroke of 
their policy would fell upon the Conftable, whofe 
prudence and credit were.dreaded by the Guiies, 
and againft whom the Queen had for fome 
time entertained a fecrct averlion. The Guifes 
feared him, on account of the jealoufy, which 
for a long time had openly divided their houfes— 
becaufe, notwithftanding the fall of his favour at 
court, the reputation of his wifdom, preferved 
him a great influence throughout the whole king- 
dom. In their fccret interviews with the King, 
they artfully drew the converfation to this fub- 
jeft, and exaggerated to him the reputation 
which the Conflablc enjoyed* 



No. 17. 



Ses mains, autoar da trdne, avec confufion, 
Semaient la jaloufie, et la divifion. 

THE Guifes, in their fecret converfations with 
the King, iniinuated, that if the Conftable refided 
at the Court, he would be afluming j would think 
to govern his Majefty like an infant, and even 
to hold him under the ferule and the rod. They 
reprefented his intimate conneftions with the 
Bourbons, the eternal enemies of a crown, to 
which they had however long afpired. Finally, 
they fugggcfted, that he could not confide in the 
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Conftable, without expofing his life, and the 
lives of his brothers, to the difcretion of people, 
whofe ambition the Kings, his predeceffors, had 
always dreaded ; and whom they had ever held' 
in a fiate of humiliation, and at a diftance from 
Court. Penetrating genius eafily inspires fuf- 
picions into contraaed minds. Nothing more 
was wanting to perfuade a weak King, to fee^ a 
pretext, honourably to difmifs the Conftable. As 
foon as the ceremony of the obfequies of Henry 
lid. was compleated, the King overwhelming him 
.with careffes, fignified to him, that not being 
able, with fufficient dignity to acknowledge his 
merit, nor the value of the fervices which he had 
rendered the Kings, his anceftors, he had, refolv. 
ed to difcharge him from the cares and burthens 
of government, too difproportionate to his great 
age ; that he would no longer require of him, 
any exceffive application to bufinels, but would 
referve him for fome occafions of eclat ; that he 
fiiould always confider him, not as a fervant and 
a fubjcd, but as a venerable father; and that he 
would give him leave to retire, wherever he faw 
fit. The Conftable eafily comprehended that this 
leffon had been taught the King, by the Guifes, 
through the Queen mother, and the Queen of 
Scots : that it would be ufelefs to remonftrate ; 
and that it was better to receive as a recompenfe, 
orders, which his refiftance might convert into 
difCTace. H^ thanked the King ; recommended 
to him his fons and his nephews, and retired to 
his caftle at Chantilly, ten leagues from Paris, 
where, he had more than once before, fuppofted 
viciflitudes of fortune. 

As foon as the Queen mother and the Guifes, 
had baniflicd the Conftable, they ftudied to dif- 
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embarrafs themfelves of the Prince de Cond^. 
It was cafy to forefee, that his fiery temper, 
and animouty againft the Guifes, would tranf- 
port him to attempt all the means imaginable, to 
change the form of government ejlabltjhed. 

It may be remarked in this place, that thefe ex- 
preffions intimate an idea of reformation of gov- 
ernment, and regeneration of nations, like thcfc 
which prevail at this time, in France, and in 
many other countrros after the example of A- 
merica^ One would conje6hire that the Prince 
of Conde, had it in contemplation to eftabliih 
committees of correfpondence, to call a conven- 
tion, or national affembly ; to deliberate on a ra- 
tional plan of government, to be adopted by the 
nation at large.' There are, indeed, in hiftory, 
fbme traces of a party, who wifhed for a republi- 
can government, about this time : but unfortu- 
nately, their ideas of a republic, appear to have 
been the fame, with thofe which prevail too much 
at prefent, in France. Two hundred and fifty 
years of experience, have not yet brought the 
nation to advert to the true principles in nature, 
upon which government is founded. The Mar- 
quis of Condorcet, the friend of Turgot and 
Rochefoucault, fo great in geometry, is not more 
accurate in the fcience of government, than Eti- 
cnne de la Boetie, the friend of De Thou and 
Montaine. The fame reformation is wanting 
now, that was fo neceflary in i ?5o. Whether a 
fovereignty in one fingle affembly, conftituted 
by a double reprefentation, as the prefent affem- 
bly is, would have anfwered then, or will fucceed 
j?ow, are queftions that hereafter may defervc 
confideration. It ended formerly, after an hun- 
dred years df civil wars^ in the fimple abfolute 
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monarchy of Louis XlVth. Time muft determine 
whether the continued deliberations and exer* 
tions of the National Aflembiy , will finally obtain 
a balance in their government. This is the 
■point, on which their luccefs will turn j if they 
fail in this, fimple monarchy, or what is more to 
be dreaded, fimple defpotifm, after long ftruggleft 
will infallibly return. If the wild idea of annihi- 
lating the nobility fhould fpread far, and be I01I2 
perfiited in, the men of letters and the National 
Aflembly, as democratical as they may think 
themfclves, will find no barrier againft defpotifm. 
The French^ as well as the Creek Indians, at this 
time our refpediable guefiis, and all other nationfl,^ 
civilized and uncivilized, have their beloved 
families, and nothing but defpotifpi ever did. or 
ever can prevent them from being diftinguijhed 
hy the people Thefe beloved families in France 
are the nobility. Five eighths of the prefent 
National Afiembly are noble, The firft frefii 
ele£tion will fhow the world the attachment of 
the people to thofe families.^ In ihort, the whole 
pow'er of the nation will fall into their hands, 
and a commoner will fland no chance for ai| 
eledion after a little time, unlefs he enlifl: himfelf 
under the banner and into the regiment of fbme 
nobleman. For the commoners^ this prqjeft of 
one aflembly, is the mofi: impolitic imaginable* 
It is the hiigbeft flight of arifl:ocracy. To the 
royal authority it is equally fatal as to the com* 
mons. In what manner the nobility ought to 
be reformed, modified, methodized, and wrought 
by reprefentation or other wife, into*!an indepen- 
dent branch of the legiflature ? What form of 
government would have been befl: for France, 
under Franc-is Ild. and whether the fame is not 

now 
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now ricceflary, iiuder Louis XVIth, are qneftions 
too deep and extcnfive, perhaps for us to deter- 
mine. But we are very competent to demon- 
firate two propositions, firft, that a fovercignty 
in a iingle aiTembly, cannot fecure the peace^ 
liberty or iafcty of the people. Secondly, that 
a federative republic, or in other words, a con- 
federation of the republic of Paris, with the re- 
publics of the provinces, will not be fufficient to 
fecure the tranquility, liberty, property or lives 
of the nation. In fome fiiture time, if neither 
bufinefe of more importance, nor amufement* 
mope agreeable Ihould engage us, we may throw 
together a few thoughts, upon thefe quefiions* 
This may be done without the fmalleft apprehen- 
fion of ever being confuted : for altho we ihould 
£iil to produce arguments to convince our rea« 
ders, we know with infallible certainty, that 
time will fupply all our defedrs, and demonftrate 
for us, the truth of both the propoiitions. 

At prefent we return to the narration of Da- 
yila. The Prince de Condi's quality of Prince 
of the blood, and the want of plaufible pretexts, 
did not permit the Guifes, fo eafily to difmifs him 
from court. They found, however, a favorable 
occafion to fend him off, for a time, till the new 
Miniftry fhould be well eftabliflied, by nomina- 
ting him Plenipotentiary, to the King of iSpain, 
to ratify the peace and alliance contracted a little 
before the death of Henry lid. He quitted the 
court upon this embaffy, and left the field open 
for the perfeftion of projefts, which were as yet 
only in Iketches. The Queen mother and the 
Guifes proceeded in the fame manner with all 
whom they feared : Strongly determined to 
confummate their defigns, they judged that they 
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could not fucceed/ but by arranging all the 
ftrong places, as well as the troops, the finances, 
and M the refources of the ftate, under their 
orwn dtfpofition ; fo that the moft important af* 
fsurs ihbuld pafs through no hands but their own, 
znd thofe of their creatures. Neverthelefs, to 
Ihow that they confulted their intereft lefs than 
the public good and their own glory, they did 
not elevate to dignities, people without merit, 
and drawn from the duft, for fear they fliould 
be thought to make creatures for themfelves at 
any rate : but they conferred favors only on per- 
lonSj who added acknowledged merit to coa- 
ipicuous birth, and above all, eftimable in the 
eyes of the people for integrity. This conduft 
had a double advantage, the firft, that the people 
commonly applauded their choice, and their op^ 
ponents had no pretence to condemn it : the 
lecond, that confiding in perfons of honor and £<> 
delity, they were not expofed to be deceived, nor 
to fufpect their attachment, as it often happens 
to thofe who commit the execution of their dc- 
figns to people of bafe extraction, or difhonored 
by their manners. In this view, they refl;ored to 
office, Francis Olivier, formerly chancellor of the 
kingdom, a perfonage of known integrity and 
inflexible firmnefs, in the exeroife of his employ- 
ment. The vigor with which he avcrwed and 
fupported hi^ fentiments, had caufed his dif- 
roiffion from court, from the beginning of the 
reign of Henry lid. and the inftigations of the 
Conftable had not a little contributed to his dif- 
grace. They recalled alfo to council, and near- 
the perfon of the King, the Cardinal deTournon, 
who, in the time of Francis Ift. grand-father o£ 
the reigning Frince, had the principal conduft of 
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affiurs. By thcfe meafures^ they flattered the 
multitude, and fulfilled the expedations of the 
public, without neglecting their own interefis* 

The probity of the Cardinal and the Chancellor^ 
had rendered them dear to the people, who knew 
how often they had declared themfelves againft 
the multiplication of impofls^ with which they 
were opprefled^ Moreover, difgraced by the in- 
trigues of the Confiable, and recalled with honor 
by the Guifes, they muft, both from refentment 
and gratitude, fupport with their counfels, and 
all their influence, the projeds of aggrandizement, 
formed by the latter. Many others had been 
gained by flmilar artifices : but the fame manage* 
ment was not ufed with the houfe of Bourbon^ 
nor with the family of the Confl:able. On the 
contrary, the Princes of Lorrain, drawn away by 
the defire of annihilating the credit of their an- 
cient rival, and of abafing the royal family, feized 
with ardor, every occauon of diminifhing the 
authority and increafingthelojQTes of their enemies. 

The Admiral Gafpard de Coligni, had tw(^ 
^different governments ; that of the lUc of FraacCj 
and that of Picardie j but as the laws of the 
kingdom, permitted not the poflefiion of moric 
than one digaity^ or one government at the fame 
time, the late King had deftined that of Picardie^ 
to the Piunce de Conde, to appeafe his reientm^nl: 
and foften his complaints* The Prince earneftly 
4efired this favor, to which, indeed, he had jufl: 
pretenfions. His father, and the. King of Navarre 
: iiad fucceflively held it ; and the Admiral had 
xefigned it, in confideration of the Prince. But 
the death of Henry lid. happening near the fame 
time, had hindered the effeft of this arrangement^ 
ndiich had already b^en made public* Francis 
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the lid. had no regard to it. At the folicitation 
of the Guifes, and by a manifeft injuftice to the 
Prince, he granted this place to Charles de Coffc, 
Marechal de Briffac, a captain of high reputation 
and great valor ; but who having been promoted 
by the favor of the Princes of Lorrain, was clofe- 
ly attached to them and ferved them with zeal* 
Nor was there more attention paid to Francis of 
Montmorency, the eldeft fon of the Conftable, 
He had married Diana, natural daughter of Henry 
' lid. In confideration of this marriage, he had 
been promifed, the office of grand mafter of the 
King's houfehold, a place which had been long 
held by his father. From the firft days of the 
reign of Francis lid. the Duke of Guife, took it 
for himfelf, that he might add this new eclat to 
his other dignities, as well as deprive of it, an 
houfe which he wifhed to deprefs. Thus the 
Duke and the Cardinal, embraced with ardor, 
every occalion of mortifying their rivals, and 
aggrandizing themfclves. The Queen mother, 
who forefaw that this unlimited ambition and 
this violent hatred, muft have fatal efFefts, deiired 
that they fhould aft with more moderation, man- 
agement and dexterity ; but flie dared not, in 
the berinning, oppofe herfcif to the wills, nor 
traverfe the defigns of thofe, whofe influence was 
the principal fupport of her authority. 

At this time the Bourbons, excluded from all 
parts of the government, baniftied from court, 
and without hopes of carrying their complaints 
to the foot of the throne, be^nning to refled 
upon the fituation of thfcir affairs, and the con:- 
duft of their enemies, who, not content with 
their prefcnt grandeur, labored by all forts of 
means to perpetuate it, refolved, to remain no 
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longer inaftive fpe6btors of their own misfor- 
tunes, but to prevent the ruin that threatened 
them. To this purpofe a convention was called, 
and we fhall foon fee what kind of convention it 
was. Anthony, King of Navarre, after having 
left in Beam his fon, yet an infant, under the 
conduft of the Queen his wife, as in an afylum, 
at a diftance from that conflagration, which they 
law ready to be lighted up, in France, repaired to 
Vendome, with the Prince of Conde, already re- 
turned from his embafly : the Admiral, Dande- 
lot, and the Cardinal of Chatilloui his brothers, 
Charles Compte de la Rochefoucault, Francis 
Vidame de Chartres, Antony Prince of Portien, 
all relations or common friends, affembled alfo, 
with feveral other noblemen attached for many 
years to the houfes of Montmorehcy and Bour- 
bon . The Conllable, who, altho to all appearance 
wholly engaged in the delights of private life, 
fecretly fet in motion all the fprings of this enter- 
prize, had fent to this aflembly at Ardres^ his an-» 
cient and confidential Secretary, with inftruftions 
concerning the affairs to be there agitated. They 
took into confideration the part which it was 
neceffary to adt in the prefent conjundure of af- 
fairs. All agreed in the fame end, but opinions as 
ufual, were divided concerning the means. All e- 
qually felt theatrocious affronts committed againft 
the Princes of the blood, for the Guifes, had not 
only taken the firft places in the government, but 
the fmall number of dignities which had remained 
to them. They faw evidently that the defign 
was nothing lefs, than to opprefs thefe Princes 
and their partizans. All perceived the neceflity 
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of preventing fo prefling a danger, without wait- 
ing for the laft extremity. But they were not 
equally agreed concerning the meafures proper 
to ward it o£F. 



No. i8. 



L*un et Pautre parti cruel ^galemcnt, 

Ainfi que dans le crime^ efl dans raveuglement* 

IN the affembly, convention, caucus, or con- 
;fyiracy, at Ardres, call it by which name you 
will, the prince de Conde, the Vidame de Char« 
tres, Dandelot and others, of a charader more 
irritable and violent, were of opinion, that with- 
out leaving to the Guifes the time to augment 
their credit and their forces, they fliould fly to 
arms as the remedy the mofl; expeditious and the 
moft efficacious. 

" In vain," feid they, " fliall we wait for the 
King, of his own motion, to determine, to reftorc 
us the rank which is our right. This Prince^ 
incapable of* deciding for himfelf, will never 
come out of that lethargy, in which he has been 
flupified from his infancy. Governed by his 
mother and the Guifes, he will never dare to re- 
demand the power which he has fo blindly aban- 
doned to them. How can the juft complaints of 
the Princes of the blood, and the nobles, the befl: 
affeftioned to the welfare of the ftate, ever readi 
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the car of a mpnardh, who, even in the fervice of 
his perfon, is conftantly furrounded with fpies, 
Rationed by his minifters, and fold to their tyran- 
ny ? What dependance can we have, on the re- 
folutions of a Prince, to whom they will reprefent 
our requifitions under the blackeft colours, and 
the odious appellations of revolts, confpiracics, 
und plots ? Can we hope that the Queen mother 
and the Guifes will difmifs themfelves, in favor of 
their enemies and rivals, from a part of that 
power which has coft them fo much labor and fo 
many artifices ? This expectation would be more 
chimerical than the former^ Men do not weakly 
abandon an authority, which they have once 
ufurped with, fo much boldnefs. Whoever ar- 
rives, by flow and fecret intrigues, to unlawful 
power, enjoys it haughtily, and prcferves it at all 
hazards. The power and authority of the laws, 
may impofe on private perfons ; but they give 
way to force, which alone decides the rights and 
interefts of Princes. So much referve and timidi- 
ty on our part, will only ferve to augment the 
confidence and temerity of our enemies. To be- 
gin by complaining, would be to found an alarm 
before an attack, and to advertife our competi- 
tors to put themfelves on their guard. The ' 
promptitude of execution, alone decides the fuc- 
cc£s of great enterprizes. Sloth and irrefolution, * 
debafes the courage, enervates the forces, and 
lofes the opportunity which flies fo rapidly away» 
Let us hauen then to take arms, and overwhelm 
our enemies before they have time to coUedt 
themfelves ; and let us not ruin our own hopes 
^nd proje£ls, by cowardly precautions, and un* 
feirfonable delays." 
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The King of Navarre, the Admiral, the Prince 
of Portien and the Secretary of the Conftablc^ iii 
the name of his mafter, reje&ed with horror, 
counfels fo extreme, and propofed remedies lefs 
violent, "Whatever protoftations we may make/' 
they replied, " that we take arms only to deliver 
the King from the tyranny of ftrangers, and that 
we afpire not to his- authority, our condu<^ will 
be ill interpreted. All good Frenchmen, religi-: 
oufly attached to the perfon of the King, will ^ 
our enterprize with indignation. Is it permite4 
to fubjefts to lay violence or conftraint on their 
fpvereign, under any pretext or for any reafori 
whatever ? Do the laws of the kingdom authorize 
us, to force our mafter, to confide to us, any 
portion of his authority? He has paffed his four- 
teenth year, and ought no longer to be in tute- 
lage. Thus bur pretenfions, formed only on de*. 
cency, propriety and fimple equity, had better be 
Urged with delicacy and moderatipn, than by 
ways fo violent as thofe of arms. By employing 
the means which prudence arid addrefs may fug- 
geft to us, let us not defpair of gaining on the in- 
clinations of the Queen mother.' As foon as flie 
can fee her fafety m bur party, we fhall fee the 
power of the Guifes diffolve, and we fliall bpen 
to ourfelves a way, equally honorable and eafy to. 
the execution of our defigns. The Princes of 
Lorrain have had, hitherto, no obftacle in their 
way ; perhaps \irhch they fee a formidable oppo« 
fit ion arifing, they will determine to cede to us a 
pirt in the government. • We will then avail our- 
felves of opportunities, tofecure'us againft the 
dangers which threaten us, and the outrages with 
which they overbear us. Is it not better to be; 
'': '■ fatisfied 
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fatisfied with reafonable conditions, than to ex- 
pofe all to the inc.onftancy of fortune, and the 
hazardous decifion of^arms ? Have we in France, 
forces to oppofe to our lawful fovereign ? Wh^t 
fuccour can we expeft from foreign powers, who 
have lately renewed their alliances with the King ? 
To take arms at prefent, would be to precipitate 
the houfe of Bourbon into the deepeft misfor- 
tunes, rather than to. open to us, an honorable 
reception into the government. - This laft fenti- 
ment prevailed, and it was refolved that the 
King of Navarre, as the chief of the houfe, and 
the firft Prince of the blood, fliould repair to 
Court, and negotiate with the Queen mother, 
and endeavor tp obtain fome part in the admini- 
ftration of government, for himfelf, and for his 
brothers and partifans(, the governments and 
dignities of which they had been deprived, or 
others equivalent. 

It was forefeen, howfiver, that the fuccefs 
would not be happy. The King of Navarre, in- 
timidated by the difficulty of the enterprize, 
aded with a delicacy, irrefolution and complai- 
sance, dictated by that foftnefs and moderation 
which formed the eflfence of his character. The 
Guifes, on the contrary, full of that confidence, 
which profperity infpires, prepared to repell with 
vigor the attempt that was made againft them. 
In concert with the Queen, they repeated incef- 
ikntly to the young Monarch, that his predeceff- 
ors had always moi'tified the Princes of the blood, 
as eneniies to the reigning branch, againft which 
they never ceafed to operate, fometimes by fecret 
cabals, and fometimes by open force. That in 
ihe prefent circumftances; the King of Navarre 
i ' ' and 
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and the Prince de Cond^, feeing thenafelvcs fa 
near the throne, under a King of a tender com* 
plexion, who had no children, and whofe bro- 
thers were under age, fought only to deprive 
Jdm of the fupport of his mother, and his neareft 
relations, that they might govern Ixim at plea- 
fure, and hold him in dependance, as the Maires 
of the Palace had formerly held the Clovis's, the 
Chilperics, and other Princes incapable of reign- 
ing» That perhaps there was no crime at which 
they would hefitate, even to employirfjg poifon, 
or the fword, to open a paffage for themfelves 
to the throjie. The King, naturally timid anci 
fufpiciouj?, pre-occupied by thefe artificial accufa-* 
tions, which were coloured with fome appearance 
of probability, faw with an evil eye, the King of 
JNavarre, and received him coldly. In the audi-* 
ences which h^ granted him, always in the prei 
fence of the Duke and the Cardinal, who never 
quitted him a moment, he gave him none but 
dry anfwers ; allcdging that he was of age ; that 
he was not refbonfible to any man for his actions ; 
that he was misfied with the good fervices o{ 
thofe who governed under him ; and rejefled 
conftantly all the requefts and demands of the 
S^rinces of the blood, as irregula-r, unreafons^ble, 
and made with ill defignSi. 

The efforts of the King of Navarre had na bet- 
ter fuccefs with the Queen-mother. She knew 
that flie could not depend upon the attachment 
which the Princes of the blood profeffed to her ;. 
that as foon as they fliould obtain what they £o» 
Hcited, they would exclude her from the govern-e 
jnent, and force her perhaps to quit the Court. 
She judged moreover, that it would be impru-^: 

dent 
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dent to abandon the p^rty the inoft powerful 
and the beft eftabliihed, to attach herfelf to the 
Princes of the blood, who had no certain fup- 
port. She determined therefore to purfue her 
firft plan : but as fhe wiflied to prevent the hor- 
rors of a civil war, £he propofed to herfelf, not 
entirely to take away all hopes from the Princes, 
but to make ufe of artifice and diffimulation, to 
divert the King of Navarre, whofe docility fee 
knew, from the defigns which he had formed^ 
and to wait^ from time and conjunftures, fomc 
expedient, advantageous to the welfare of the 
ftate. In confequencc, fee received him with 
great demonftrations of friendfeip, and amufed 
him with the faireft hopes. In the courfc of 
converfations which they had together, fee in- 
£nuated, that the paffions of the King were eafily 
irritable ; that he muft not be vexed with de- 
mands and complaints out of feafon ; that it was 
jieceffary to wait for opportunities more favor- 
able ; that the King having paffed his fourteenth 
year, might govern by himfelf, and without 
taking counfel of any one } that when he feould 
find an opportunity to manifeft his benevolence 
for the Princes of Bourbon, he would fulfil all 
.that was required of him, by the relations of 
blood, and would prove to all the world the 
cfteem and confideration, which he entertained 
of their merit and fidelity : that to change, all at 
once, in the beginning of a reign, the order eftab- 
lifeed in the government, would be to give the 
King among his own fubjecls, the reputation of 
an inconftant Prince, without prudence and with- 
out firmnefs : that if any employment worthy * 
of them feould be vacant, he would have a re- 
gard 
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gard to the juftice of their pretenfions : that, in 
her own particular, Ihe oflfered herfelf voluntarily 
to manage their interefts with her fon, to engage , 
him tcr grant them, as foon as Ihould be poffible, 
the fatisfaftion they defired : that it was not de- 
cent that the King of Navarre, who had always 
evinced his wifdom and moderation, fliould now 
fuflFer himfelf to be guided by counfels, and 
drawn into rafli meafures which were neither 
confiftent with his age nor charafter ; but by 
waiting with patience, for what depended wholly 
on the benevolence and aflFeclion of the King, 
he ought to teach others, how to merit in their 
due feafons, the favor and beneficence of his Ma^. 
jefty. ' The Queen having founded him, at feve- 
ral times, by fuch general difcourfes, and per- 
ceiving that he began to waver, compleatly gain- 
ed him at length, by faying that they muft im- 
mediatelv fendinto Spain, lllizabeth, the fifterof 
the Kin^ who muft be attended by fome Prince, 
diftinguifhed by his reputation and by his rank ; 
that flie had caft her eyes on him, as the perfon- 
age the moft proper to fupport the honor of the 
nation, by the fplendor of his virtues, and of the 
Majefty Royal, with which he was adorned ; that 
beudes the fatisfaclion which the King her fon 
would have in it, he would find a great advan- 
tage for his private pretenfions, by the facility 
which he would have, of conciliating the affec- 
tions of the Catholic King, and at the fame time 
of treating in perfon of the reftitution, or of the 
change or Navarre* Finally, fhe promifed him 
to employ all her credit, and all the power of 
the King her fon, to infure ihe fuccefe of thii 
negotiation • 

The 
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The King of Navarre, in examining the dif- 
pofitions .of the Coxirt, had obferved tjiat all 
thofe whof^^dric employed by the government, 
* lajt fefteH\Witnthii prefent fituation of affairs, trou- 
bled thfemftlves very little about the pretenfions 
X)f the Prinee^ of the blood — and that thofe who 
had an lintefeft to defire his grandeur, and that 
of. fti's/ brother, either intimidated by the power 
of their *eiiemie5, ov, difconcerted by his extreme 
delays, defpaired equally pf the fuccefs of his en- 
terprrze^ He.. returned ^'therefore eafily to his 
firft defign of' ' reco'v^e'rijig; his ftates, and judged 
that he* '6ugKt not" VoTetilip an opportunity fo 
faVourstbl^ ror' renewing the negotiations of ac- 
commodation Math the crown of Spain^ and of 
quitttA^ d^iqiritly a toUtt, where he could no Ion- 
get reiii kW with horror. He accepted chear fully 
tlie'.t!6i6itiiyffi of conducing the young .Queen 
iiit(y'-'$fi5aTn. TKe/^e^n-mpther contmued to 
dfclud^ Mtti^thTiugrii and in fpight 

of thii difMhtent of the d^^^ of his par- 

ty, he btT^flfed* his' departure with as much ardor, 
^s e^ehliiVeriernSes could have defired. He fiif- 
fered^itiifdf to be dupdd in Spain with the fame 
facility./' The Queen .mother had already in- 
formed 'Philip the fecohd, of all this manoeuvre. 
This; Mdfrarai Avho defired, equally with her, to 
fee htiniii^ated and excluded from the govern- 
ment'^ th$ King; 'of Navarre, fo ardent to make 
good'liis prfeterifions to fome part of his domin- 
ions, fnrftttifted the duke of Alva, and the other 
grandees Vho were to receive the Queen his cour 
fort, not to rejeft the propbfitions oF this Prince, 
but to le^d him on and amufe him, by receiving 
them feribufly, and oflFering to make report of 
them to his Catholic Majefty, and the council of 
Spain, without whofe advice they could not de- 

Q termine 
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fame time that they let lum know tnd 
could not be immediate. They en 
even to fend ambafladors to Madrid, i 
ly occupied with his firft defigns, h< 
Beariii, fully refolved not to meddle ii 
of France, whofe nqgotiation appeared 
and the project oi arms as dangerc 
were diflioxiorable. 

The frince of Conde his brother, I 
views, aind took very different refold 
fortune was not commenfurate with 1 
nor with the extent of his defigns. 
the mediocrity of his circumftances, 
tred which he bore to the Guifes, an< 
fiimulated by his mother-in-law an 
one the fifter and the other the niece 
fiable, both devoured by ambition 
detefted the government of the Qi 
and the Guifes. AU his thoughts 
tended to a revolution. He figurec 
that if the war ihould be enkindle 
trigues and for his interefts, not onl 
become the chief of a numerous part; 
over he would procure to himfelf ri 
tages, and perhaps the fovereignt^ 
cities and provinces of the Kingdo; 
thefe high ideas he aflembled again 
an eftate of his inheritance, fituated < 
tiers of Champaine, the Princes of hi 
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tiiem in this manner. ^^ In vain^ have we hither- 
to employed the means of delicacy and modera- 
tion. It is hot hereafter but by the moil vigor- 
^> VMS efforts that we can prevent the ruin of the 
Mval family^ and of all thofe who have not been 
Able to refdve to cringe fervilcly under the ty- 
ranny of the Queen-mother and the Guifes. It 
is no longer feafonable to difiemble outrages of 
which no man can be ignorant and which we 
have fuffered with too much patience. We are 
banifted from court, and the government of Pi- 
icardy, and thie office of grand-mafter is taken 
%im us« Fin^c^eSy offices^ dignities, are the 

E'rey of 6^n^gners und perfons unknown, who 
old the ]S^ing in captivity. The truth never 
reaches the throne^ The beft part of the niation 
is oppreffe4 to elevate traitors, who fjtten on the 
4^ood of the people, and the treafure^ of the ftate. 
It is on violence that the tyranny of thefe Gran- 
gers, is founded, who perfecute with fo much 
ferocity the royal blood : let us employ violence 
alft) to dcftroy this tyranny. It wUl not be the 
firil time that the Princes of the blood, Ihall have 
taken arms to maintain their rights. Peter, 
Duke of Brittany, Robert, Earl of Dreujc, and 
fevcral other Lords oppofed, during the minority 
of Saint Louis, the C^een Blanche, his mother, 
who had feized on tl|e government. Philip, I'larl 
of Valois, employe^ all his forces, to exclude 
firotn the regency, thofe who pretended to ufurp 
it. Under Charles the Vlllth, Louis, Duke of 
OHeans, took arms to caufe himfelf to be eleded 
regent, inftead of Ann, Duchefs of Bourbon, who, 
in quality of eldeft fifter of the young King, had 
fakeli into her hands the reins of the ftate. Let 
fis inulEtte our wife anceftors, let us follow fuch 
f^fi^g examples. We find ourfelves in the 

fame 




124 DISCOURSES ON DAVILA^ 

fame cafe : it is therefore our duty to employ the 
fame means to fave the nation. Let not the ajv 

?arent pleafui»e of the King reftrain us. This 
rince, buried in a lethargic dream, and in,J^}8 % 
own imbecility, perceives not the deploraWe 
flavery to which they have reduced Jiim/ jjHc 
waits, from the Princes of the bdood, the affift- 
ance, which is expefted from an enlightened and 
Ikilful phyfician, by patients who feel not their 
diftempers and know not their danger. 1 he 
duties of our birth, and the unanimous wilhe3 
of the nation, authorize us to break the fetters 
with which this Prince is loaded, and to redr.els 
the evil before it arrives at its laft extrejuity. A 
vigorous refolution muft be taken without delay. 
Let us haften to be beforehand with our enemies, 
if we wifli to furmount a thoufand obftacles, 
which will arreft us, if we wafte the time in de- 
liberation, and which a fudden execution alon,e 
can overcpme, floth and timidity will only aggra- 
vate upon our necks the weight of .a yo^e equally 
fhameful and fatal. Can we hefit^te when Qur 
tranquility, our honor and our lives have no 
other refource, than in the valor of pur arms' ?? 
This difcourfe pronounced with a military 
tone, had already agitated minds befpre difpofed 
to take arms, both from attachment to his hpufq, 
and their private interefts. But the Adniiral^ 
Coligni, who weighed more maturely ;^1 the 
confequences of liich an enterprize, alpne ven- 
tured to oppofe the opinion of the Prince, by ad- 
vifing to employ in the execution of his deiign, 
a mean more proper to enfure the fuccefs of it. 
*'It would be,*' faid Coligni, " too deipers^te a 
refolution to expofe fo openly to the hazai;ds ' c^ 
war, the fortunes of the houfe of BQurbpno :and 
of fo great a number of perfpps alUefi to : their. 

' biood, 




DISCOURSES ON DAVILA. 125 

blood, or attached to their intejrefts. We arc 
not fupported by any forces attorney or alliances 
abroad. We have no fortified places^ and are 
dl without troops, and witljotit money. In the 
innipoffibility to aft with open fqrce, let us fub- 
fiitute policy in the ftead of force. . Let us en- 
deavor, without difcovering ourfelves, to employ 
other arms, to execute for us, what we are not 
in a ccndition to undertake for ourfelves. The 
Kingdom is filled with a multitude of people, who 
Jiave embraced the dodrine lately introduced t>J 
Calvin. The feverity of the refearches made 
for them, and the rigour of their punilhments, 
reduce them, to defpair, and to the dcfire as well 
as neceflity of braving every danger to refcuc 
ihemfelves from a deftiny fo horrible. They all 
know, that the duke of Guife, and efpecially the 
Cardinal of Lorriain, are the principal a-uthors of 
the perfecution ; that this laft purfues ardently 
their deftrudion, in the Parliaments and in ; the 
King's councils, and never ceafes to rail at their 
dodrines, in his public harrangyes and private 
converfations. If the difcontepts of this piiultJt- 
tude have not biased out, it, has been merely, for 
want of a leader capable of guiding: it, an/(4j^,4]|ii- 
mating it, by his example* If they fhouTd Ijefll- 
mulated ever fo little, they will blin^ty cQ3afj;ont 
the greateft dangers, in the hope of delivering 
themfelves from the misfortunes which threaten 
them* Let us avail ourfelves of this refource ; 
let us encourage this multitude, already difpofed 
to commotions ; let us give a form to their de- 
figns ; let us arm their hatred againft the Guifes ; 
let us put them in a condition to attack thefe 
ftrangers, in good order and with advantage. 
t)ur defigns, in this way, will execute themfelves, 
^ithput expofing or committing us, without our 
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appealing to have any part in them. In aug« 
menting our forces with all thofe of the Calvin- 
ais, we fliall fupport onrfelves by the proteftion 
of the Proteftant Princes of Germany, and of 
Elizabeth Queen of England, who patronize 
openly the new religion. Our caufe will become 
better and our pretext more plaufible. We will 
rcjeft upon the Proteftants the boldnefs of their 
enterprise, and we fliall convince the whole 
world, that it is neither intereft nor ambition, 
Imt fimply the difference in religiop which ha$ 
exdted us to arms/* 

It fliould be remembered here, that Davila was 
ft Catholic, and Coligni a Ptoteflant. The latter, 
one of the greateft, altho the moft unfortunate 
men of his age, was as fincere in religion, as pure 
in morals, and as honourable in the whole con*- 
duft of his life, as any one of his con : emporaries. 
That he was defirous of engaging the Bourbonif 
and Montmorencies to favor the y alvinifts and 
liberty of confcienoe, is probable : but he is re- 
prefented by the beft French Hiftorians, as t^ 
much attached to the King, as to have been even 
fufpeded by bis parly. The harrangue which 
Davib puts into his mouth, is too much like a 
mere politidan, and too little like a philofopher 
Of a cnriitiaii> to be confident with his chara&er. 

No. 
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Mais Pun eti'autre Guife ont eu momsde fcrtipo!e» 
Ces chefs ambitieux d'un peuple trop credule> 
Cou7rant leurs iut^rdts dei'int£r6t des cieuXp 
One conduit dans ie pi^ge un peuple furieux. 

THE eloquence an J authority of Coligni, prc- 
Tailed with the others to embrace the party of 
the C^lvinifts, to whofe doftrines, were fecretly 
devoted feveral of the noblemen then preieat in 
the afTembly. The common voice was in fa^or 
olF this advice, which affording hopes, as near 
.^ccomplifliment, and beeter founded, diverted 
them from taking arms p£ a fudden, and con<* 
cealed for fometime, the view of dangers, to 
which the mo£t determined do not expo^ them* 
felves, but in the laft extremity. 

ACter Martin Luther had introduced into Get* 
many, the liberty of thinking in matters of reG- 
gion, and ereded the fiandard of reformationj 
John Calvin, a native of Noyon, in Picardy, of ^ 
vaft genius, fingular eloquence, various eruditiox^ 
and poliihed tafte, embraced the caufe of refor- 
mation. In the books which he publijDied, and 
in the difcouries which he held, in the feyeri(l 
cities of France, he propofed one hundred and 
twenty eight articles, in oppoiition to the Creed 
of the Roman Catholic Church. Thefe opinions 
were foon embraced with ardor and maintained 
with obftinacy, by a great number of perfons of 
all conditions. The afylum and the centime of 
this new feci, was Geneva, a city lituated on the 
lake anciently called Lamanus, on the frontier^ 
of Savoy, which had fhaken off the yoke of its 
Biihops s^ud the Dukes gf Savoy, and erected it- 
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felf into a republic, under the title of a free city^ 
for the fake of liberty of confcience. From thia 
city proceeded printed books, and men diftin- 
guilhed for their wit and eloquence, who fprcad- 
ing tfiemfelves in the neighbouring provinces, 
there fowed in fecret the feeds of their dodrine. 
Almoft all the cities and provinces of France be- 
gan to be enlightened by it. It began to intro- 
.dtlce'itfelf into the kingdom, under Francis IlL 
'ih oppofition to all the vigorous refolutions which 
he took to ' fiipprefs it. Henry lid. ordained, 
*^iWh:'tiie!xdrable feverity, the punifhment of death 
'agiihft'all who IhouM be convifted of Calvinifm. 
The Cardinal of Lorrain, was the high prieft, 
-Attd the ptoud tyrant, who counfelled and ftimu- 
lit€!d1:he King, to tljiofe cruelties and perfecutioris, 
%hi^Ti^by the Ihedding the blood of all the ad- 
ifbcfAies of civir liberty,' might havie wholly flip- 
preffed it, if theiin^xpefted ddath of Henry lid. 
-j^McK^ 'the Calylriilts' regarded as a miracle 
^fbiJi^Ht ih thbit favor, had not occafioned fomc 
relAxation - under -Francis lid. The Duke of 
^jrUife and the* Cardinal of Lorrain, perfifled in 
thdy4il6ody pcrfccuting refolutions : but they 
did 'ridt find in the Parliament, nor in the other 
^itgiftrat'cs, the fame promptitude to execute the 
'orders which they gave in the name of the King. 
' TheoBbre Beza., a difciple of Calvin, celebrated 
for his 'eloquence and erudition, had already con- 
verted feveral perfons of both fexes, and of the 
firft nobility of the kingdom : audit was ho lon- 
ger in the ftables and cellars that the Calvinifts 
held their affemblies, and preached their fermons, 
but in the houfes of gentlemen, and in the palaces 
of the great. The people called them Huguenots, 
or Aignoffen Confederates. The Admiral Colig:ni 
and feveral other noblemen, had indeed embraced 
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tkc new doftrine as it was called : but the CaU 
vinifts, reftrained by the fear of punifhment, ftill 
held their afiemblies in fecret^ and the great dared 
*iot declare openly for them. 

The Bourbons, finding France in a condition 
fo favorable to their prelent interefts, embraced 
greedily the ptopofition of Coligni, and they de- 
puted Dandelot and the Vidame de Chartres to 
negotiate this affair with the Calvinifts. Thefe 
able agents, who had both embraced Calvinifm, 
cafily found a multitude of perfons difpofed to 
communicate toothers the projeft in contempla- 
tion, and to make the neceflary preparations for 
its execution. The Calvinifts agitated without 
interruption by the terror of dangers and puni&« 
ments, ferved them with fo much^ promptitude 
and concert, that they placed things in a train, 
in a ftiort time to fucceed. 

The firft meafure advifed by Dandelot and the 
Vidame de Chartres, was that a large number of 
thofe who profeffed theProteftant religion, fhould 
affemble and prefent themfelves without arms at 
court, to petition the King for liberty of con- 
fcience, the public exercife of their religion, and 
permiffion to have temples for that purpofc. 
Davila, the Catholic and Italian, has recorded in 
this place, allthe party exaggerations of his miftrefs 
and the Guifes. He fays, that if the petition of 
the Proteftants was feverely and haughtily rejed- 
ed, as it indubitably would be, they were to 
march immediately troops affembled fecretly 
from all the Provinces ; that thefe fhould fudden- 
ly appear under different leaders who Ihould be 
appointed for them, that finding-the King un- 

K guarded 
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guarded 6hd the court without defence^ they 
were to mafiacre the duke of Guife and the 
Cardinatl of Lorrain, with all their creatures ) 
and oblige the King to declare, regent and lieu- 
tenant-generaf of the kingdom, the Prince of 
Cond^, who Ihould grant them a ceffation of 
punifhment and liberty of confcience. It was 
believed at the time and publiflied, that the 
chiefs of the confpiracy, had given fecret orders^ 
if every thing fucceeded to their wiflies, to put 
to the fword the C^een-hiother, the King him- 
felf, and hifi brothers, that the crown in this Way 
Alight defcend to the Princes of Bourbon. But 
Davila hiftifelf acquits them of this attrocious ac- 
cufation, by adding, that none of the accomplices 
having avowed this horrible defign, neither when 
on the rack, nor of their own accord, but all on 
the contrary having formally denied it, I cannot 
relate it as a fad. . We know very well that 
fanie, aided by the Vain terrors of the people^ 
And the malignity of the great, takes a pleafure 
m niagnifying objefts to infinity. 

The plan being thus concerted among the con- 
spirators, they divided the provinces and em- 
ployments, aftiong the principal Calvinifts, that 
the execution might be attended with as much 
order and fetrecy as poffible. Barri, de la Renau- 
die affumed the principal partj and put himfelf 
at the head of the enterprize. This was a perfon 
Celebrated for his travels and adventures. His 
wit and courage had acquired him credit among 
the Huguenots. He wanted neither fpirit to un- 
dertake nor vivacity to execute. The difarrange- 
ments of his fortune had reduced him to the al- 
ternative. 
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ttcrnative of procuring himfelf a better condition 
by fome daring attempt, or of terminating his 
mififortuiies by a fudden death. Although iffued 
Adm the firft nobility : of Perigord, he! had wan- 
dered long in diflFefent countries, and. had-^t 
length .taken refuge Jn licneva, where by his 
fubtUty he had ac4uired fome confideration. 
Such was the birth andcharaAer of the princi- 
pal leader of the confpiracyi who was foon follow- 
ed by a gr^a* numbisrof affociates, fame excited 
by a zeal for. religion, others by the attra6liOns of 
novelty,:and others fimply bythat natural inqui- 
etude, which never permits the French to lan- 
guid in idlenei^. 

La Renaudie confided to the chiefs among 
them, the care of afTembting their partizans and 
conducting them to the rendezvous. The intelli- 
gence with which he diftributed provinces, iutfo- 
jduced a kind of order into this confufion. Caf- 
telneau had the department of Gafcony,. Mazers 
that of Beam, Dumefnil that of Linaofin,: Mira- 
beau that of Saintonge, Gotieville, Picardy ; 
Mourans, Provence ; Maligni, Ghampaine.; Saint- 
Marie, Norniandy; and .Montejiean, Brittany: 
all famous for courage, diflinguiflied by their J30- 
bility, and conifidered in their cities and canton^ 
as heads of the party. Thefe faftionaries, aftet 
having allembled at Nantes, a city of Brittahy, 
fome under the pretext of a iawfuit, ^d otherp 
under that of a marriage, repaired with great 
diligence to the polls which were afligned them. 
In a few idays., and with admirably fecrecy, they 
there gained -an infinite number of perfons of all 
conditions, r^ady to facrifice their lives, for an 
enterprizie) wluch their preachers aflured them 

..:r^ v . :■ tejoded 
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tended to the advantage and tranquility of tte 
ftate. 

The Prince of Conde, who fecretly lighted up 
this conflagration, advanced by moderate days 
journeys to court. He wiihed to be witiiefs of 
the event, and to take fuddenly, according to 
circumftances, the part which fliould appear to 
him the moft advantageous. The Admiral, al- 
ways circumfpeft, feigned to remain neuter. 
He retired to his eftate at Chatillon, under the 
pretext of enjoying the fweets of private life, 
without meddling with affair* of the public, or 
of government ; but in reality it was as much 
to aid the confpiracy, by his councils and infor- 
mation, as to avoid the accidents which might 
defeat an enterprize which he judged rafli and 
dangerous. The ctonfpirators, who wer^ not 
agitated with fimilar anxieties, but full of the 
moft flattering hopes, had begun their march in 
fecrecy, carrying their arms concealed under 
their cloaths. They advanced feparately by dit 
ferent roads, and in the order which had been 
marked out by their chiefs, towards Blois, wherfe 
the court refided at that time* This city was 
open on all fides, and without fortifications, and 
the confpirators were to meet in its fuburbs, oix 
the fifteenth day of March, 1 560. * 

But whatever might be the activity of their 
proceedings and the fecrecy of their councils, 
they could not efcape the penetration of the 
Guifes. The favors, penfions and employments 
they confered, and their great reputation, had 
attached to them fo many creatures in the dif- 
ferent provinces of the kingdom, that they were 
pundually informed of all the movements of the 
0>nfpirators. It was indeed impoffible that the 

march 
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march of fo numerous a multitude could remain 
unknown, when confpiracies whofe fecrets are 
confined to a fmall number of perfons, of the 
moft confummate difcretion and fidelity, are al- 
'moft always difcovered before their execution. 
Whether the fecret was difcovered by La Renau- 
die, or Avenelles, or difcovered by the fpies em- 
ployed by the miniftry, even in the houfes of the 
principal confpirators, or whether information of 
it came from Germany ; as foon as the Guifes 
had received it, they deliberated on the means 
. of defeating it. 

The Cardinal of Lorrain, who was no foldier, 
advifed to affemble the nobility of the neareft 
provinces, to draw from the neighbouring cities 
all the garrifona to form a body of troops, and 
to fend orders to all the commanders and govern- 
ors to take the field, and put to the fword, all 
the men whom they fhould find in arms. He 
prefumed that the conlpirators, perceiving them* 
ielves to be difcovered, and informed of the mea- 
fiities taken againfi: them, and which fame would 
riot fail to exaggerate, would diflipate of them- 
felves. The duke of Guife, more familiar with 
danger, and defpifing the tranfports of a multi- 
tude, without drfcipline or order, regarded the 
advice of the Cardinal, as more proper to palli- 
ate the diftemper, than to cure it ; adding that 
fince it was fo pernicious, and had infinuated it- 
felf into the heart of the kingdom, it was ufelefe 
to temporize, and give it opportunity to break 
out with more violence. He thought it there* 
fore, more prudent to diffemble, and afied igno- 
rance of the enterprize, to draw in the confpira- 
tors, and give them time to difcover themfelves ; 
that in fuch a cafe, their defeat and puniihment 

would 
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would deliver France from a fatal contagion^ 
which, as it difcovered itfelf by fymptoms'fo ter- 
rible, demanded violent remedies, and not fim- 
pie lenitives. He added, that in punifliing. fepa«t 
rately only a part of the confpirators, they ihouid 
furnifh matter to the ill intentioned, to calumni- 
ate the authors of this feverity ; that the people, 
little accuftomed to fuch infurreftions; would re- 
gard this as a chimera, and as a fable, invjented 
by the miniftry to crufti their enemies, and efta- 
blifli their own power and authority : whereas, 
by overwhelming all the confpirators at once, 
when upon the point of execution, they fhould 
diffipate all falfe accufations, and juftify in tie 
fight of all the world, the reftitude and the fin- 
cerity of the intentions of thofe who were at the 
head of affairs- 
Catharine agreed with the duke. No extraor- 
dinary preparation « was made, which could - ex-. 
cite a fufpicion that the confpiracy was knowQ. 
They only removed the King and the . court to 
Amboife ten leagues fcom Blots. Tf'hiscaftle, fitu- 
ated on the Loire, . and in . the midft df fotefts 
which fortify it, naturally, appeared to be a &£tx 
afylum : as it was eafy 'to place in fecufity : the 
King and the two Queens, in the caftlei,.' while a 
fmaU number of troops fhould defend /the em 
trance of the village, which was^ of difficult accefs. 
Eagle eyed, high fbul'd ambition, feldom mifles 
its opportunity. The Guifes refolvfid to profit 
of a conjunfture fo advantageous t;o .cement and 
tncreafe their power, by caufing the fall of their 
rivals to promote their own elevation, "as poifons 
?tre fometimes, by -uncommon fkill converted into 
remedies. They entered the King's apartments, 
without thp knowlcdge-ofti\c Queen, .affefting 
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with terror to exaggerate the danger ; they de- 
clared all was reported to be plotted againft the 
goreirnment, his moft faithful fubjecls;, and hi» 
royal perfon. They remonftrated to him, that 
the danger was imminent, that the confpirators 
were already at the gates of Amboife, with 
forces much more formidable and numerous 
than had been fufpeded. Finally they demand* 
ed orders, the promptitude and energy of which 
fhould be proportioned to the grandeur and 
proximity of the danger. The King, naturally 
timid as well as weak, and at this moment forci- 
bly ftricken with the greatnefs of the daftger 
which threatene;d him, ordered the Queen, and 
all his minifters to be called, to confult on the 
means proper to reprefs the impetuofity of fo 
violent a rebellion. Nothing was feen on all 
fides but fubjefts of terror : Every meafure that 
was propofed appeared hazardous. The Cardi- 
nal of Lorrain exhaufted all his artifices and all 
his eloquence to exaggerate the danger and in- 
creafe the Irrefolution. The king incapable of 
deciding, and of fuftaining the weight of govern- 
ment in circumftances fo critical, nominated, of 
his own mere motion, the Duke of Guife, his 
Lieutenant General, with full and compleat au- 
thority. He added, that not feeling himfelf ade- 
quate to aft, he abandoned to the prudence and 
valor of the Duke, the conduft of his kingdom, 
and the cate of appeafing the troubles which agi- 
tated it. 

Catharine, although flie felt an indignation at 
this bold attempt, could not oppofe it, without 
an open rupture with the Guifes, in a moment 
when the fafety of the State depended on their 
union. She perceived the occafion there was for 
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a Chief, whofe experience and reputation miglit 
take place of the imbecility and irrefciution of 
the king, as likely to enervate the courage of his* 
own troops, as to increafe the infolence of his 
enemies. Monarchs the moft abfolute, and even 
republics the moft jealous of their liberty, had of- 
ten conferred the fupreme authority on a fingle 
man, when the greatnefs of dangers had appeared 
to require a refource fo extraordinary. Befides^ 
thefe views, which regarded the prefervation of 
her foa and his States, ihe forefaw the carnage, 
which could not fail to be made, and that the 
hatred of the Princes of the blood, and the en- 
mity of the people would fall neceffarily on the 
Duke of Guife commanding alone, with an abfo- 
lute authority. 

The integrity of the Chancellor Olivier, wa* 
flill an obftacle ; little fatisfied that an authority 
fo unlimited jlhould be granted to a fubjeft, he 
appeared to fufpend his judgment. His credit 
and firmnefs might have prolonged, if not defeat* 
cd the meafure. The Queen-mother however 
determined him, by alledging, that as foon as the 
itorm fhould be diflipated. they might rcftrain by 
new edifts and frefli declarations the exceffive 
power to be given to the Duke, and confine him 
within the bounds of duty and reafon ; that it 
was the intereft of all, that the eflfufion of blood 
fhould be done by the fole orders of the Duke, 
and that neither the King, his relations, or mi- 
nifters, fliould appear to dip their hands in it* 
The Chancellor perfuaded by thefe reflexions, 
fealed the coromiffion, giving to the Duke of 
Guife the title and authority of Lieutenant Gen- 
eral of the King, in all the provinces and territo- 
ries of his obedience, with abfolute power, a& 
well in civil as military affairs. 

The 
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The Duke as foon as he had obtained the dig- 
liity and authority which he had always defired, 
turned his attention to fupprefs the confpiracy. 
He made able and foMierlikc arrangements for 
defending the caftle and village of Amboife, and 
fent out parties of cavalry as well as infantry to 
attack the infurgents. A detail of their fkirmifti- 
es would be as little interefting, as it would be 
to the purpofe we have in view. La Renaudie 
fought \sfith a bravery which well became the 
Proteftant caufe, and fell with Pardaillan, his an- 
tagonift, in the combat — though his foldiers coU 
lefted in hafte, could not Hand againft veteran 
troops. A Capt. Ligniers, one of the confpira- 
tors, terrified at the greatnefs of the danger, in 
the moment of execution, or ftricken with re- 
morfe, or defirous of making his court, abandon- 
ed his accomplices, and galloped by another road 
to Amboife. He detailed to the Kang and Queen, 
the quality and number of the con^irators, the 
names of their chiefs, and the roads by which 
they were approaching. The Prince de Cond€ 
was immediately put under guard, by order o£ 
the king, to 'hinder him in any manner from 
favoring the enterprize of the infurgents; as he 
promlfed them.^ The confpirators in fine were 
defeated and difperfed. Some periflied in the 
flames of the houfes to which they fled — others 
were hanged upon the trees in the neighbour- 
hood, or on the battlements of the caftle. Mul- 
titudes were niaffacrfed in the neighbourhood of 
Amboife ; the Loire was covered with dead 
bodies — the Wood run in ftreams in the ftreet — 
and the public places were filled with bodies 
hanging on gallowfles. The punifliment of thefe 
miferable men, tormented by the foldiers, and 

8 butchered 



•^ A.. 



i3t • DISCOURSES ON DA VILA. 

butchered by executioners — feverities, which the 
Guifes, thought neceffary, became the fource of 
carnage, and ofriveis of blood, which deluged 
France for many years in a moft tragical and de- 
plorable manner. 



No. 20. 



Faible enfant, qui de Guife adoiait les caprices, 
£c dont on ignorait les v6rtus et les vices. 

ALTHOUGH the infurgents were difperfed,. 
and their leaders executed, the Bourbons and the ' 
other grandees of their party, the fecret author* 
of the confpiracy, ftill lived. The council of the 
King, in examining into the motives of the late 
troubles, agreed without difficulty, that they 
were the work of the Princes of the blood ; and 
that, to maintain the authority of the King and 
the Minittry, the only fure means would be to 
rid tHemfelves of the chiefs and authors of the 
confpiracy, as perturbators of the public repofe,, 
as favorers of Herefy, and as rebels, who attempt- 
ing the perfon of their fovereign, had violated 
the fundamental laws of the monarchy. But the 
Princes ot the blood, were too nearly on a level 
with the King ; they had too much influence 
with the people; they had too much power 
in the ftate. The King indeed was furious, 
the Queen-mother was anxious, the Guifes a- 
fraid of loofing their power : But the Conftablc 
Montmorenci, the King of Navarre, and the 

Prince 
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Prince de Conde, all fuppofed to be at the bottom 
of the evil, had fo much confequence in the 
world, that nothing but diffimulaiton and irrefo- 
lution prevailed in the cabinet. 

The Council, after difguifing under a veil of 
deep diffimulation, its real defign, refolved at 
length, to convoke the aflembly of the States Ge- 
neral^ in whom rejides the whole authority of the 
Kingdom. Two reafons determined them : firft. 
That to execute the importai^t refolution of the 
King againft the Princes of his blood, it would 
be ufeful to have it confirmed, by the unanimous, 
or at Icaft the apparent confent of the nation* 
The fecond reafon was, that by declaring th^U: 
they meant to deliberate in this aflembly on the 
meafures neceffary to compofe the prefent trou- 
bles, to regulate the affairs of religion, and to 
adjuft the adminiftration of the ftate, for the fu- 
ture, the King would have a plaufible pretext, to 
fummon about his perfon, all the Princes of the 
blood, and all the officers of the crown, without 
giving them umbrage ; and that they would b^ 
inexcufable not to come, fince they were promif- 
ed, that the deliberations ihould be concerning a 
reformation of government, which, they appeared 
fo much to defire. Kings ^ fays Davila, never fee 
with fleafure^ or indeed voluntarily^ thefe ajfemblies 
of the States General ^ where their authority feems to 
be eclipfedj by thefavereign power of the nation^ whofe 
deputies reprefent the whole body. 

Upon this pafTage, the French writers cry out, 
*^ It is a ftranger who fpeaks, ill informed of the 
fundamental conftitutipn of our monarchy.*' 
*' This Italian imagines that the royal authority 
was fufpended, during the feffion of the States 
General. But it was the royal authority which 
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called them together : without it, they could 
not hav^ afiembled ; and the fame authority had 
a right to difmifs . them at its preafure : it is 
therefore evident that their power was always 
fubordinate to that of the Monarch." But this 
confequence does n^ follow. The royal au- 
thority in England, has the power of convoking, 
proroguing and diffolving Parliament : yet Par- 
liament is not fubordinate to the royal authority, 
but fuperior to it ; as the whole is fuperior to a 
third part. The fovereignty is in Parliament, or 
the legiflative power j not in the King, or the 
Executive. 80 the fovereignty might be in the 
States General, comprehending the King, If 
there are '' twenty examples of the States Gene# 
ral convening and feparating, by the iimple or- 
ders of the King ;" if " the Dauphin, Charles VtH, 
during the detention of King John his father, 
convoked feveral times the States General, and 
difmified them when he judged proper,'* it wiH 
not follow from all this, that the States were not 
a part of the fovereignty : nor will it follow that 
they had no authority but to advife and remon- 
ftrat^. " If the iFentiments of the Italian author 
were true, ■ * add thefe writers, " it jvould follow 
that the authority of Parliaments and courts or 
companies, whofe power is nothing but an ema^^ 
nation from the royal authority, would be fuf- 
pended, during the feffion of the States General j 
a pretenfion abfolutely contrary to the ufages and 
maxims of the kingdom." But how does it ap- 
pear, that the power of the Parliaments and 
courts or companies, were emanations of the 
royal authority ? Thpre is more probability that 
they w?re originally committees of the States 
General, and in that cafe their power would not 

be 
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fufpended, unlefs it were exprefsly fufpended by 
a refolution or order of the ftates. But if thefc 
tribunals were only a part of the executive power, 
and conftituted by the King, it would not follow 
from this conceflion, .that the States General 
were no part of thd fovereignty or legiflativc 
power. Is there pne national aft upon record, 
which acknowledges the King of France to bean 
unlimited fovereign ? If there is not, the opinion 
of Davila appears to be better founded, than that 
of his Critick. There was always a rivalry be- 
tween the royal authority and that of the States, 
its there is now between the power of the King 
and that of the National Affembly, and as there 
ever was, and will be in every legiflature or fove- 
reignty which eonfifts of two branches * only. 
The proper remedy then would have been the 
fame as it muft be now, to new model the legifla- 
ture, make it confift of three equiponderant in- 
dependent branches, and make the executive 
power one of them ; in this way, and in no 
other, can an equilibrium be formed, the only 
antidote againft rivalries. The rivalry between 
the Kings and States General in France, proc?eed- 
ed in^ the ftruggle for fuperiority, till the power 
bf the former increafing and that of the latter 
diminifliing, the States General were laid afidc 
kfter 1614, and the crown on the head of Lewis 
XlVth, in fa6t, but not of right, became abfolute: 
in the fame mariner as the rivalry between the 
Popes and general councils proceeded, till the 
latter were difcontinued and his Holinefs became 
infallible : In fliort, every man, and every body 
of men, is and has a rival. . When the ftruggle is 
Dnly between two, whether individuals or bodies, 
it continues till one is fwallowed up^ or annihila*- 
^' ted, 
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ted, and the other becomes abfolute maftcr. As 
all this is a neceffary confequence and effe£l of 
the Emulation which nature has implanted in our 
bofoms, it is wonderful that mankind have fo 
long been ignorant of the remedy, when a third 
party for an umpire, is one fo eafy and obvious. 

Francis lid, in this year, 1560, iffued a pro- 
clamation concerning the affairs of the nation, 
*nd declared that he had refolved to affemble at 
Fontainbleau, all the Princes and the Notables of 
his kingdom, in order to take their advice con- 
cerning the urgent neceffities of the ftate. He 
granted to all his fubjefts full liberty to coma 
there in perfon or by deputies, or to fend memo- 
rials to lay open their grievances, with promife 
to give them a favorable hearing, and to grant 
all their requefts as far as equity and reafon 
would permit. 

The real intention of the Guifes at this time, 
was to take vengeance of their rivals : but to 
conceal this defign under the moft profound dif* 
fimulation, until a favorable moment fhould ar- 
rive, to carry it into execution. A feries of re*, 
finement in artifice, was practifed to put off their 
guard, the Prince de Conde, the Conftable de 
Montmorenci, the Admiral Coligni, and all the 
others of their party : at the fame time that ar- 
rangements were made in all the Provinces, and 
troops were affembled about the court, under 
commanders who were in its confidence. 

About this time died the Chancellor Olivier, 
deftroyed, as was reported, by chagrin at the 
cruelties praftifed at Amboife, and was fucceeded 
by Michel dcL^Hopital, who united to a profound 
erudition, a confummate experience in bufinefs. 
To fhow the univerfal prevalence of emulation 

and 
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and rivalry, of jealoufy and envy, not only be- 
tween oppofite parties, but among individuals of 
the fame party, it is neceffary to obferve here, 
that De L'Hopital, notwithftanding his genius, 
fo penetrating and fo fruitful in refources, was 
elevated, with great difficulty to this eminent 
dignity by the Queen-mother, in oppofition to 
the Guifes, who infiftcd long for Louis de Mor- 
villiers. Catharine began to dread the too great 
elevation of the Guifes, and wiflied to confer this 
important office on a fubjeft entirely devoted to 
her interefts. ^ 

At the aflfembly of the Notables at Fontain- 
bleau, were found the chiefs of both parties, ex- 
cepting the Princes t)f Bourbon, one of whom, 
however, the King of Navarre, fent his fecretary 
La Sague. After the cuftomary fpeeches of the 
King, Queen, Chancellor, Duke of Guife and 
Cardinal de Lorrain, Coligni arofe, approached 
the King, and prefented him a paper, faying that 
it was a petition of thofe of the reformed religion, 
who had inftrufted him to prefent it to his Ma- 
jefty, founded on the faith of edifts by which he 
had permitted all his fubjects to lay open their 
grievances. He added, that although it was not 
figned by any one, yet if his Majefty fliould order 
it, one hundred and fifty thoufand men were 
ready to fubfcribe it. The petition demanded 
only liberty of confcience, and to have churches 
for public wctrfhip in the cities. The Cardinal 
de Lorrain, with all that impetuofity, which, the 
natural vehemence of his temper added to the ar- 
dor of his fpiritual zeal and temporal ambition, 
infpired, called it feditious, infolent, raih, and 
heretical : and added, that if to intimidate the 
youth of the King, Coligni had advanced that it 
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would be figned by 9ne hundred and fifty thou- 
fand rebels, he would be refponfible for a mifiioir 
of good citizens, ready to reprefs the impudence 
of the factions, and compel refped: to the royat 
authority. 

As to the differences of religion, thofe who in- 
clined to Calvinifm, propofed to demand of the 
Pope, a free general council, where they might 
difcufs and decide by common confent, the mat- 
ters of controverfy : that if the Sovereign Pon- 
tiff fliould refufe to grant one, the King ought, 
after the example of fbme of his wife predeceflors, 
to affemble a national council. But the. Cardinal 
of Lor rain, anfwered that there was no occafion 
for any other council than that which the Pope 
had already called at Trent, which had already re^ 
prehended and condemned the dodrines of the 
innovators, oppofed to the Roman church. 

As to the conftitution and government of the^ 
ftate, after an infinity of propofitions and difcuf- 
fions, fuggefted by the variety of intereflis, Mont- 
lue or Marillac, by the fecret order of the Queen, 
propofed an Affembly of the States General : and 
the two parties, with one voice confented. The 
Conftable, the Admiral and their partizans, by 
the hope of obtaining a change in the miniftry, 
the C^een-mother and the Guifes, becaufe they 
hoped to deftroy their rivals. An edift was ac- 
cordingly paffed at Fontainbleau, for holding the 
States General, and the fecretaries of Ibte ex- 
pedited letters patents to all the Provinces of the 
Kingdo:ii, with orders to fend, in the month of 
Oftober, their deputies to Orleans, there to hold 
the States General. 

La Sague took the road to Beam, charged 
with letters and commiflions for the King of 

Navarre, 
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Navarre, from the Conftable, the Admiral and 
their adherents. At Etampes^^ he was arrefted 
and all his papers feized, and brought to court, 
by order of the Queen and the Guifes. La Sague, 
interrogated on the rack, confeffed, that the de- 
lign of the Prince of Conde, to which the King 
of Navarre was privy and confenting, was to 
march from Beam, under pretext of repairing 
to court, and to make himfelf mafter in his 
courfe, of the principal cities of the kingdom, to 
take poflef&oil of Paris by means of the Confta- 
ble, and Marfhal Montmorencie his fon, who 
had the government of it ; to caufe, in the next 
place to revolt, Picardy, by the intrigues of Scn- 
arpont and Bouchavannes } Brittanny, by thofe 
of the duke D'Eftampes, who, as governor had 
a powerful party there. He declared that the 
Prince was in courfe to come to court, at the 
head of all the forces of the Hugonots; oblige 
the States General to difmifs from the Miniftry^ 
the Queen-mother and the .Guifes, to declare 
that tlie King cannot be of age, till twenty-two' 
years old, and finally to give nim' for tutors and 
regents of the kingdom, the Conftable, the Prince 
de Conde and the King of Navarre. La Sague* 
added, that by moiftening with water, the cov- 
ering of the letters of the Vidame dfe Chartres, 
they would fee, in writing, all that he had reveal-- 
ed. The Plan of the enemies of the Princes of Lor- 
rain, was indeed found upon trial, written, upon 
the cover of the letters of the Vidame de Chartres, 
in the proper hand of Flemin D' Ardoy , fecretary 
ot the Conftable. This revelation of the fecret by 
La Sague, put the court upon a thoufand manoeu- 
vres, to ftrengthen their party in the Provinces, 
but fiill they continued to diflemble their defigns 

T of 
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of vengeance: The Proteftants fomewhat en- 
couraged on one hand by hopes, and Hill torment- 
ed with perfecutiohs on the other, broke out in 
arms in leveral places : But the Prince de Coflde, 
>t^hofe anxiety muft have been very great for his 
prefent fafety, if his ambition was not as infati- 
ablc, and his natural inquietude as troublefome 
as is reprefented, made an attempt to feize upon 
Lyons as aftronghold, and an afylum for himfelf 
and a place of arms for his party ; but he mif- 
carried, and many of his partizafis, the poor 
Hugonots, were executed. 

As foon as the King was informed of this en- 
terprize, he refolved not to give the difcontented 
leifure to form new ones. ' He left Fontainbleau,^ 
accompanied with a thoufand lances, and two 
regiments of old infantry, lately returned from 
Piedmont and Scotland. He took the road to 
Orleans, prefiing the deputies of the Provinces, 
to repair to that city. 
? The French nation is divided into threeordersy 

or Hates, the Clergy, the Nobility, and the 
People. Thefe three orders are diftributed into 
thirty diftricls or jurifdiftions, called Bailliages 
or Senechalfies. When an affembly of the States 
General is to be held, they refort to the capital 
of their refpeftive Provinces^ where they eleft* 
each one feparately a deputy, who affifts, in the 
name of his order, at the general affembly, and 
who enters into all the deliberations relative to 
the particular interefts of each one of the three 
orders, and to the general good of the ftate. 
Kach Bailliage furnifties three deputies, the firft 
^ for the Clergy, the fecond for the Nobility, and 

the third for the People, under the name, which 
ifi France was t^en confidered as more honoura-* 

ble. 
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ble, of the third eftate. All thefe deputies affem- 
bled in prefence of the King, of the Princes of 
the blood, and of the officers of the crown, form 
the i^ody of the States General, and aft in the 
name of the nation, whpfe power and authority 
they reprefent. 



No. 21. 



'-M7 foul aches. 



To know, when two authorities are up. 
Neither fupreme, howfoon confufion 
May enter 'twixt the gap of both, and take 
Theonebytiie o^her* Shakespear. 

WHEN the King is of age, and affifts ^t the 
JStates General, the deputies had the power to 
jconfent to his demands ; to propofe what they 
judge neceffary for the good of the different or- 
ders of the ftate ; to make their fubmiifions in 
the name of the people to new impofts ; to eftab- / 

lifh and accept of new laws, apd new regulations ; L 

but when the minority of the Prince, or fome 
other incapacity hinders him to govern by him- 
felf, the ftates have a right jin cafe of conteftatiop, 
toeleft the regent of the kingdom, to nominate 
to the principal oflBces, to form a council, and, 
if the mafculine pofterity have failed in the royal 
family, they may eleft a new Monarch, follow- 
ing howevisr, the difpofitions of the falique law. 
Excepting thefe cafes of neceffity, the Kings were 
^iccuflomed to affemble the Stated Q^neral, in ur- 
gent 
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gent conjunfhires, and to determine, according 
to their advice, in affairs of moft importance. 
** In effeft/' fiiys Davila, ** what energy may 
jiot the refolutions of the Prince derive, from 
the concurrence of his fubjcfts ? What can be 
more conformable to the true fpirit of monarch- 
ical government, than this harmony between the 
fovereign and the people ?*' In truth, Davila, 
though thou art a profound Hiftorian, thou art 
but a fuperficial Legiflator ! Hiftory anfwers the 
queftion, that no energy at all, nor any thing 
but divifion, diftraftion and extravagance w^erc 
derived to the refolutions of the Prince, till the 
flates were laid afide. In the language of my 
motto, two authorities were up, neither fu- 
preme, and confufion entered 'twixt the gap. 
Nothing can be more direftly repugnant to md^ 
norchical government than fuch aiTemblies, bc- 
caufe they fet up rivals to the King, and ex* 
cite doubts and queftions, in whom the fovereign- 
'ty yefides. If a' negative is given by tKdtn, to 
the will of the Prince, they become a part of ^he 
fovereignty, annihilate, the Monarchy, aiid con- 
vert it into a Republic. If they are mere councils 
of advice, they become fcenes of cabal, for af^ 
piring grandees to force themfelves into the 
ininiftry. — ^Never indeed was it more ncceffary 
to new model the government, and regenerate 
ihe nation, than in the prefent conjundhire, when 
the rivalries of the grandees, employing as inftru- 
inents, the differences in religion, dilturbed the 
l^hole kingdom, and demanded the promptei^ 
remedies. ' : ^ - 

Upon the reiterated orders of the court, the 
deputies of thcL IVovinces, had reforted to Or- 
leans, from thet)eginnihg of Oftober 1560, and 
the King having arrived in perfon, accompanied 

by 
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by moft of the Lords and great officers of the 
crown, they waited only for the difcontented 
Lords and Princes, to open the Affembly. The 
Conftable and his fons, were, as ufqal, at Chan- 
tilly. The King of Navarre and the Prince of 
Cond^,wcreftillat J^arn. The King had writ- 
ten to them all, to invite them to the States ; and 
altho they had not explicitly refufed, they invent- 
fcd pretexts upon pretexts, to excufe themfelveS, 
and gain time. Thefe afieded delays difirefled 
the King and the miniftry. They apprehended, 
with reafon, that the refufal of the Princes of the 
blood, arifing from their own fufpicions, or 
^pon fome certain information of what was in- 
tended againft them, would defeat all the projeds 
and preparations, founded only on the hope that 
they would aflift at the States General. 'The 
JPrincc of Cpnde, could not be in doubt that they 
had drawn, either from the prifoners of Amboifc, 
■pr from La Sague, or from the confpirators jmt- 
refte^ at Lyons, evidence fufficient to difcover 
his defi^ns. No motive, therefore, could deter- 
mine him to place himfelf a fecond time, at the 
difcretibn of a court where his enemies were 4II 
.powerful. The King of Navarre thought differ- 
ently. Lefs culpable, or more credulous than hig 
brother, he believed, that by going to the States, 
they ihould obtain, without difficulty, that re- 
form in the government, which had already coft 
them fo much labor ; whereas, by refufing to 
•be prefent, they would betray their own inter efts^ 
and leave the field open to the ambition and vio- 
lehce of the Princes of Lorrain. He could not 
.believe, that under the eyes of the whole nation 
^tlTembled, a King fcarcely out of his infancy, an 
ttalian Frincefs, and two ftran^ers, would dare 

to 
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to imbnic their hands in the blood of the Princes 
of the royal houfe, which the Monarchs the moft 
abfolute and the n>oft vindidive, had ever regard- 
ed as facred. All thefe motives determined him 
to venture to the States, with the Prince, tQ 
whom he reprefented, that they would infallibly 
condemn him unheard, if he continued obftinater 
ly to abfent himfelf from court ; whereas, by 
appearing there, and gaining to his interefts the, 
deputies in the States, there was every reafon to 
hope, that if, on judging him with rigor, they 
Ihould blame his proceedings, the equity of his 
pretenfions, would afford him a favourable co- 
lour, and in the laft extremity, his birth would 
obtain him a pardon. All the confidants and par- 
tizans of the Princes, fuppofrted this advice, ex- 
cept the wife and mother-inJaw of the Prince of 
Conde, who conftantly rejefted it, and judge4 
that his life was aimed at, and that of all the 
courfes he could take that which was recommend- 
ed to him was the moft dangerous. 

In the midft of thefe irrclolutions, the King 
fent them De Cruffol and Saint Andre, to engage 
them to repair to Orleans. Thefe Lords remon- 
ftrated to them, that an Affembly fo refpeclabie, 
and which occafibned fo great an expence to the 
King and the nation, had not been called but on 
their account, and to fatisfy their complaints and 
demands : That they were there to deliberate on 
the means of reforming the government, knd 
appeafing the dilputes of religion ; matters of fo 
high importance, that they could not be decided, 
without the prefence and concurrence of the Prin- 
ces of the blood. That if the Princes of Bourbon, 
after having fo often demanded the reformation 
of the government, and an exa^linatiaxl of the 

caufe 



■ ■ * • . 



Discourses on davila. i^% 

taufe of the Hugonots, refufed to affift at the 

States affembled tor thofe purpofes, it would fe^m 

that they meant to trifle with the Kiiig, and in- 

fult the majefty of ah aflembly which reprefent- 

ed the body of the nation. That they ought 

hereafter, to impute to themfelv^s alone, their 

exclufion from dignities and governments, fine© 

t;hcy bad not deigned to come and receive the-, 

authority which the King appeared difppfed to 

grant them, with the concurrence of the States^ 

That this conduct proving their little attachment 

to the fervice of the King^ and the good of the 

kingdom, they ought not to be furprized if the 

firmeft refolutions fhould be taken to extirpate 

the' feeds of difcord, and manifeft defigns to dif- 

turb the ftate. That if the King was difpofed to 

reward fuch as gave him proofs of their obedience 

and fidelity, he was equally determined to reduce 

to a forced but neceffary fubmiflion, thofe who 

fhouldi attempt to refill his will, and excite re-» 

volts in the cities and Provinces of bis kingdom ^ 

a crime of which he would fufpeft the Princes of 

Bourbon, as long as they (hould neglecl to juftify 

themfelves, and tneirabfence and obftinacy iliould 

confirm, the injurious reports which were fpread 

concerning them. That hitherto neither the 

King nor his Council, had given credit to them ; 

but that the King defired that, for the honor of ^ 

the royal blood, the Princes would give proofs of 

their fidelity and of their zeal for the good of 

the ftate, and would juftify the fincerity of their 

intentions in the eyes of France, whofe attention 

was attracted and fixed by the affembly of the 

States. Thefe reprefentations made little im- 

preflion on the Prince of Condc, who was refolv- 

ed riot to rifque his perfon, in a place where 

enQmje* 
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enemies could do all things. But his firnt'* 
nefs was, in the end, conftrained to bend 
under the neceffity. Cruffol returned to court, 
with an account of the averfion of the Prince, 
to come to the States. The Guiles advifed to 
employ force to determine him. The Queen did 
not oppofe it : and the King took the refolution 
to conftrain them by force of arms. To" this 
end they fend de Thermes into Gafcony, and be- 
gan to form under his command, an army com- 
pofed of Gendarmcry and all the Infantry diilri- 
buted in the neighbouring Provinces. 

The Bourbons were without troops, defiitute 
of every thing, fliut up in Beam, a little Province 
at the foot of the Pyrennces, wedged in between 
France and Spain. They doubted not, that if, 
on the one hand the troops of the King s^embled 
in Gafcony, and on the other, thofe of the King 
of Spain, who ardently wiflied to invade the 
feeble remains of Navarre, fhould attack them, 
they fliould eafily be fubjugated and ftripped of 
their dominions. The inftirreclions which the 
Prince of Conde had excited in France, had been 
attended with no fuccefs. He was in Beara 
without troops and without money. The King 
b( r^avarre who would not expofe the reft of his 
ftates, nor his wife and children, whom he had 
about him, yielded to neceffity, more powerful 
than any Courifels, and finally determined his 
brother on the journey to Orleans, in the gene- 
ral perfuafion, that, efpecially during the feffion 
of the States, the miniftry would not take any 
violent refolution againft them ; whereas, by ob- 
ftinately remaining at Beam, they would expofe 
themfelves to the infamy which always accom* 
panics the name of vcbehi and ruin themfelves 

without 
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without refource. The Cardinal of Bourbon, 
their brother, contributed not a little to haften 
this rcfolution. The foftnefs and duftility of his 
iiharafter, his averfion to troubles, his tendernefs 
for his brothers, and the infinuations of the 
Queen, engaged him to ride poft to Beam, as foon 
as he learnt the intentions and preparations of 
the court, to force the King of Navarre and the 
Prince of Condd to appear at the States. He ex- 
aggerated, on onQ hand, the number of troops 
deftined againft them, and capable of cruftiing 
them ; and on the other, he affured them, that 
the King and the<)ueen, had difcovered none, 
but favorable difpoutions, and an earneft zeal to 
re-eftabUfh concord and public tranquility. They 
left, therefore, the Queen Jane and her children, 
at Pall, andwith fewattendants,all three together, 
took the road to Orleans. 

The Conftable, whom the court affefted to 
urge lefs, becaiife he was in a place where he 
might be more eafily compelled, had commenced 
his journey with more confidence in appearance, 
but in reality with more precaution. He had 
not abetted the difcontented but with his coun- 
fels, which only tended to demand juftice of the 
States, without plotting confpiracies, or exciting 
infurreAions. A refuial to go to court might 
fortify the fufpicions conceived affainft him : He 
therefore employed artifice and diflimulation, to 
delay his arrival and regulate his proceedings by 
the example of the Princes. Arrived at Paris, he 
pretended to be attacked with the gout, and re- 
turned to Chantilly to re-eftablifh his health. H^ 
again attempted to proceed, but under the pre- 
text that the change of air and the motion of the 
carriage incommoded him, which his advanced 

¥ age 
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age rendered plaufible enough ; he travelled By • 
little day's journeys, frequently by crofe-waySy 
at a diftance from the great road, where he made? 
long delays, to prolong the time, till the arrival* 
of the Princes. His fons, in perfuading him ta 
haften his march, reprefented to him, that neither 
the Queen mother nor the Guifes would ever 
dare to attempt any thing againft a man, fo re- * 
fpefted as he was in the kingdom. The Confta- 
ble, inftrufted by experience, anfwered them,- 
that the miniftry could govern the ftate at its^ 
pleafure, and without oppofition, though they • 
feemed to be preparing for themfelves a formida- 
ble one, by calling the States General. That this 
conduct inveloped fome myfterious intrigue, 
which he Ihould be able to unveil, with a little 
patience. This judicious refledion abated the 
ardor of the young Lords, and the Conftable con- 
tinued to temporize* 

Neverthelefs the King of Navarre and the 
Prince of Conde had been received on the fron- 
tiers by the Marflial de Thermes, who, under the 
pretext of paying them the honors due to their 
rank, followed them with a large body of Caval- 
ry, to make fure of the cities become fufped:ed 
by the depofition of La Sague. At the fame 
time, he ordered poffeffion to be taken by other 
troops, both of Cavalry and Infantry, of all the 
roads, which the Princes left behind them, left a 
change of their refolution fliould determine them 
to return.. As foon as it was knowH at courts 
that the Princes had entered the kingdom, and 
were fo well obferved by Dc Thermes, they ar- 
retted, alt on a fudden, Jerome GroUot, Bailif of 
Orleans, accufed of intelligence with the Hugo* 
motsia to caufe a revolt of that city in favor of the 
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difcontented Princes ; and by order of the King, 
tfeey fent to prifon the Vidame of Chartres, who 
had been imprudent enough to remain in the 
Capital. They had not the fame fuccefs in at- 
tempting to feize Dandelot. As prudent and 
fubtle in providing againft dangers, as ardent 
and daring in forming defigns, he retired fudden- 
ly to the coafts of Brittany, refolved to embark 
for England in cafe of neceffity. The Admiral 
Coligni, whofe addrefs and diffimulation, accord- 
ing to Davila, had hitherto conduded every 
thing, without ftfcovering or expofing himfelf, 
was among the firlV in the States General, with 
defign there to labor in favor of his party. The ^ 
King and the Queen had received him as ufual, 
with benevolence. He employed himfelf in fol- 
lowing with his eye, all the meafures of the 
court, in order to give information of them, fe- 
cretly, and with extreme precautions, to the 
Conftable and the King of Navarre. 

All thefe delays were exhaufted, when the 
Princes of the blood arrived at Orleans, the 29th 
of , October, without any perfon's going out to 
receive them, except a fmall number of their 
moft intimate friends. They found not only the 
gates of the city guarded, but bodies of guards 
placed and batteries erefted in the ftrongeft polls, 
in the crofs ftreets and public places ; precautions 
which the court had^not ufually taken in times 
of war. They paffed through the midA: of this 
, formidable apparatus, and came to the King's 
Lodge, where they kept a more exaTft guardj» 
than at the head-quarters of an army. Arrived 
%X, the gate, they would have entered on horfe- 
j^jck^ icgoiding to the right attached to their 
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rank : but they found only a wicket gate opexif 
andvere obliged to alight in theopenftrcet, and 
few perfons appeared to receive or falutc. them. 
They were conducted to the King, whom they 
found fitting between the Duke of Guife and the 
Cardinal of Lorrain, furrounded by the Captains 
of his guards. He received the King of Navarre 
and the Prince of Conde, with a coldnefs very 
different from that affability which the Kings of 
France are accuftomed to prafticc to all their 
fubjefts, but above all to the Princes of their 
blood. He conduced them fooff to the Queen- 
mother, where the Guifes did not follow them. 
Catharine of Medicis, who wiflied always to ap- 
pear neuter and difinterefted, received them with 
ordinary demonftrations of friendfliip, but vidth 
an affefted forrow, and artificial tears. The King 
continued to treat them with the fame coldnefs, 
and addrefling' himfelf tp the Prince of Conde, 
he began to reproach him, that without having 
received from his Majefty, either difpleafure or 
ill treatment, he had in contempt of all laws, di- 
vine and human,' excited feveral times his fub- 
jefts, inkindled a war in different parts of his 
kingdom, attempted to feize on his principal 
Qties, and cpnfpired againfl: his life, and that of 
tis brothers. The Prince, without emotion, 
anfwered with firmnefs, that thefe acci^fations 
Vere fo many calumnies forged by his enemies. 
Wemuft proceed then, replied the King, by the 
ordinary ways of juftice, to difcover the truth. 
He went eut of the apartment of the Queen, and 
commanded the Captains of his guards to arreft 
the Prince of Conde. The Queen-mothcr, forced 
to confeht to this 'meafure^ but who had not for- 
gotten that things n^ght change^ from one mo- 
ment 
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ment to another, exerted hcrfelf to confole the 
King of Navarre. The Prince complained of 
none but the Cardinal of Bourbon his brother^ 
who had deceived him ; and fuflFered himfelf to 
Ibe conducted to a neighbouring houfe, deftined 
for his prifon. They had w^alled up the windows^ 
doubled the doors, and made it a kind of fortrefs 
defended by feveral pieces of artillery and a 
ilrong guard. The King of Navarre, aftoniflied 
at the detention of his brother, breathed out his 
grief in complaints and reproaches to the Queen^ 
who, cafting all the blame on the Duke of Guife, 
-as Lieutenant General of the Kingdom, endeav- 
ored only to exculpate herfelf. To the King of 
Navarre, they gave for a lodging, an houfe, at a 
little diftance from that which the King occupied, 
and guards to obferve his motions ; fo that, ex- 
cepting the liberty of feeing whom he pleafed, he 
was in all other refpecbs treated and confined like 
a prifoner. At the fame time they arrefted Bou- 
char this fecretary, with all his letters and papers ; 
and Madeleine de Roye, mother-in-law of the 
Prince, with all her letters and papers, at her feat at 
Anifi. Although they held the gates of Orleans, 
fliut, and fufFered no perfon to go out, the news of 
thcfe tranfaclions were announced to the Con- 
ftable, who was ftill but a few leagues from Paris. 
He fufpended his journey, refolved to pafe no fur- 
ther, but to wait and obferve the confequences of 
thefe events. 

Thus tThie myftery fufpefted by the Conftable 
was unriddled. ' The States General Were fum* 
moned only as a net is laid, artfully to be fprung 
upon game. This game were the Conftable and 
Princes, and their principal friends. They were 
a ijnere ftalking:horfe, behiipui which to fhoot % 
^ ' wood-cock ; 
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wood-cock ; and that wood-cock was the Prince 
oC Cpnde. Although of the two authorities 
which were up, the Court and the States, neither 
was fupreme ; yet the one we fee might be taken 
by the other. We ftiall foon fee that confufioi* 
entered by the gap. 
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intm^ionit detndey his cogitattomhusy avitum malurtty regnt^pld$^ 
atque hide fadum certavien coortum, 

THE Queen-mother and the Guifes, delayed 
jio longer the opening of the States. They began 
by the profeffion of faith, drawn up by the Sor- 
bonne, conformably to the doftrineof the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Cardinal de Tournon, 
Prcfident of the order of the Clergy, read it with 
a loud voice, and each of the deputies approved 
and adhered to it, upon oath : a precaution 
which they judged neceflary. to affure themfelves 
of the catholicity of thofe who were to h^ve a 
deliberative voice, in the general affembly. After 
this folemn aft, the Chancellor propofed, in the. 
prefence of the King, the matters which were to 
be taken into confideration. At the mjlance of the 
Provinces y the three orders feparated^ to examine the^ 
r0edive demands^ and make report of their refolu^ 
tions. But all this was merely theatrical : it was 
nothing but farcical fcenery. The Guifes knew, 
as well as the Conftablc de Montmorency, that 
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the ftiiniftry could govern the'kingdom, and nation y^- 
at its will, as a Court or hereditary Supreme Exc-» 
cutive always will, where it is checked only by a 
fingle reprefentative aflembly, efpecially if that 
affembly have no authority but to advife. un- 
lefs it has recourfe to violence. Nay, if it 
have Legiflative authority, the majority in tliat 
affembly can only govern, b^ impofing its own^ 
men on the Executive, in other words, by 
forcing the King to take their creatures into the 
miniftry. . So that the miniftry and the majority 
in the National Affembly muft always act in con- 
cert, and be agreed; and they generally are fo, 
to the intolerable oppreffion of the minority, as 
in this cafe, until the minority rife in arms* 
Reformation of government, and liberty of 
confcience, and rcdrefs of grievances in re-^ 
' ligion, were fubjofts which the court had too 
much cunning to bring before, the Affembly. 
That would have been, as the Conftable expreffed 
it, to have prepared a formidable oppofition to 
' themfelves. Had the point been then fettled, 
that the States were a Legiflative Affembly ; ^nd 
had the queftion of religion been brought fairly 
into deliberation and difcuflion before them, it is 
very probable that liberty of confcience to the 
Hugonots, might have been the refult, even in 
that age. But thefe, as Davila fays, were the 
fmalleft objeAs they ^had in view : all minds ex- 
pected A/i^ith much more folicitude, the iiSiie of 
the detenfion of the Prince of Conde. Their . 
doubts were fbon refolved by a declaration of 
^ council figned by the King, the Chancellor and 
all the grandees, except the Guifes, who, as fuf- 
peeled of partiality, affefted not to appear in thi$ 
affair. A commiflion was eftablifhed for the 
trial of the Prince, with authority to render a 
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definitive fentence. De Thou, prefident, ani 
Faye and Viole, counfellors of the Parliament of 
Paris, were the Judges — Bourdin, Attorney Gen-' 
eral, Tillot, Secretary: All the interrogations 
and acts were done in the prefence of the Chan- 
cellor L'Hopital. They heard the dcpofitions of 
the prifoners of Amboife, Lyons and others* 
They made preparations tointerrogatc the Prince. 
He rcfufed to anfwer, alledging that in quality 
of Prince of the blood, he acknowledged no other 
tribunal, than the Parliament of Paris. He de- 
manded an affembly of all the chambers of Par- 
Jiament ; that the King fliouldbe ptefent in per- 
fon, and that the twelve Peers {hould have a 
voice, as well as the great officers of the crown, 
according to the ancient ufage. That he could 
not excule himfelf, for not remonftrating againft 
a proceeding fo unheard of, and irregular, and 
from appealing to the King. This appeal was 
carried to council, and appeared authorized by 
reafon, by the ordinary formalities, and by the 
cuftoms of the kingdom. But the fplrit of rival- 
ry, which is the fpirit of party, demanded a fud- 
den vengeance : a party at prefent triumphant, 
but doubtful whether it were at bottom the moft 
powerful, were impelled by fear, as well as hatred, 
to wilh a prompt decifion. The appeal was de- 
clared null. But the Prince, having renewed it, 
and perfifted in his proteftations, the council, at 
the motion of the Attorney-General, pronounced 
that they ought to confider the Pnnce as con- 
vifted, fince he refufed to anfwer to commiflion- 
crs ^ named by the King. In this manner they 
obliged him to fubmit to interrogatories, and 
purlued the trial, without lofs of time, to filial 
judgment. 

The Princes of Bourbon, at the fuipmit of 
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misfortune, were very near expiating with their 
blood, the heinous crime of daring to ftand in 
competition with the Guifes, to patronize liberty 
of confcience, and to fhelter from perfecution the 
diftreffed Hugonots : as Manlius was precipitated 
from the Tarpeian Rock, for being the friend of 
the oppreffed debtors, and the rival of Camillus 
and the Quihtian family. Both were accufed, 
it is true, with crimes againft the ftate* The 
iplendor of the birth of the two Bourbons, and 
their perfonal merit, interefted all France. Even 
their enemies pitied their deftiny. The Guifes 
alone, naturally enterprizing, purfued conftanfly 
their defigns, without regard to the merit or 
quality or thofe Princes, whether they judged 
fuch an aft of feverity abfolutely neceflary, to 
the fafety and tranquility of the kingdom, or 
whether, as their enemies fuppofed, they had no- 
thing in view but the deftruftion of their rivals, 
and the eftablifhment of their own grandeur. 
They declared openly, that it was neceflary by 
two ftrokes, at the fame time, to ftrike off the 
heads of Herefy and Rebellion. Such is the fpirit 
affopbijiry : and fuch is the fpirit of party^ The 
Queen-mother, although mc confented fecretly, 
and wiflied that the relblution taken at Amboife, 
of deftroying the Princes, ftiould be executed, 
defired neverthelefs, that all the odium of it 
fliould fall upon the Guifes, as Ihe had always 
had the addrefs, to accomplifh. She propofed 
to manage the two parties, for fear of thofe un- 
forefeen events, which the iuconftancy of fortune 
might jproduce; and affected much grief and 
melanchoUy in her behaviour, and referve in her 
difcourfe. She had even frequent conferences 
with the tWoChatillonSjthe Admiral andCardinal, 
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in which fhe appeared difpofed to feek fome ex*- 
pcdient, to extricate from danger the Princes of 
the blood. She amufed in the fame manner, the 
Dutchcfs of Montpenfier, a Princefs full of the 
beft intentions, an enemy of all diffimnlation^ 
and who judged of the charafters of others by 
the rectitude of her own. Her inclination to 
Calvinifm, and her intimate connexions with 
the King of Navarre, had enabled her to com- 
mence and continue between that Prince and 
the Queen, a fecrct correfpondence. Thefe in- 
tri'n^ues, although direclly oppofite to the conduct 
which the court held in public, were palliated 
with fo much artitice, that the m oft clear-fight ed, 
could not unravel their genuine defign, even 
wlicn t hey reflected on the depths of the fccrets 
ofniankinu, and the divcrfity of interefts and 
palTinns which fcrve as motives to their aftions. 
Already the commiflioners had rendered their 
judgment agaitift the Prince of Conde. They 
had condemned him. as convicled of high treafon 
and rebellion, to be beheaded, before the palace 
of the King, at the hour of the affembly of the 
States General. They delayed the execution, 
only to draw into the fame fnare the C bnftable, 
who, in fpight of the repeated inftances of the 
court, ftill delayed his journey to the States. 
They wifiicd to involve in the fame profcription 
the King of Navarre, but they had not proofs 
againlt him, fufiicicnt to fatisfy their own crea- 
tures, when one morning the King, in drefling 
himfelf, fell all at once into a fwoon, fo deep, and 
violent, that his officers believed him to be dead. 
He recovered his fenfcs, it is true : but his malady 
was judged to be mortal, and his life was defpair- 
ed of. f his fatal mifchance terrified the Guifes* 

They 
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They preffed the Queen-mother, to execute the 
-fentence againft the Prince of Conde, while the 
/breath remained in the body of the King, and to 
take the fame refolution againft the King of 
Navarre, to prevent all the revolutions which 
tKey might have to fear, in cafe of the King^s 
death. They reprefented to her, wnth warmth, 
that this was the fole means ofpreferving the 
crown to her other infant children, and of diffi- 
pating the ftorm which menaced France : that, 
although the.Conftable was not arretted, and in 
the prefent delicate circumftances, it w^puld not 
be prudent to feize him, yet that w hen they 
fliould have no longer to fear, neither the credit, 
nor the pretenfions of the Princes of the blood, 
the Conftable . would be lefs formidable, as he 
would neither have the nobility in his intercfts 
nor the Hugonots of his party :- that to deliberate 
in the mament of execution, and fufpend it in 
this critical lituation of the King, would be to 
lofe the fruit of fo many projects conducted to 
their end, with fo much artifice and patience : 
that even the death of the King ought not to be 
an obftacle, becaufe that brothers fucceeding him 
of right, the fame reafons and the fame interefts 
ftill fubfifted, both for them and their mother. 
The Queen who had known how to preferve 
herfclf neuter, at leaft in appearance, and who 
had not motives fo urgent to precipitate mea- 
fures, confidered that under a minority. Kings 
might change their afpect, and that fhe exccffivc 
grandeur of the Guifes remaining without oppo- 
fition, might become to her as formidable as the 
ambition of the Princes of the blood. Thus, 
fometiiiies by fuppofing the diftemper of the 
King to be lefs dangerous, fometimes by fpread- 
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ing favorable reports of a fpeedy cure, flie gained 
time, delayed the execution of the Prince, and 
referred the liberty of afting according to circum- 
ftances, conformably to thofe views, in which flic 
was confirmed by the councils of the Chancellor 
de L'Hofpitak As foon as flie had known that 
the King's life was in danger, fhe requefted the 
fon of the Duke de Montpenfier, to conduft her 
fecretly one night into the apartment of the 
King of Navarre, and in a long converfation 
which flie had with him, {he endeavored, with 
her ordinary diffimulation, to perfuade him, that 
flie was very far from approving all that had 
pafled, a!nd wiflied to aft in concert with him, to 
oppofe the ambition of the Guifes. The Prince 
depended little on the fincerity of thefe prot-eft- 
ations : they had however an efieft in the fequeK 
On the fifth of December the King died. 

Charles the ninth, fecond fon of the Queen, 
fucceeded to Francis the fecond, his brother* 
He was but eleven years of age, and muft have 
a tutor, and the Kingdom a regent. 



No. 23. 



Utrumque regem, fua multitudo confalutaverat. 

EACH party expefted its own regent. J'hc 
ancient ufage, and laws often confirmed by the 
States, called of right to the funftion, the King 
of Navarre. But what a reverfe ? What an ap- 
pearance ? To confide the perfon of the young 

King, 




.T iiS 



DISCOURSES ON DAVILA. 



165 



King, and the government of the kingdom to z 
Prince fufpefteti of a confpiracy againft the ftate, 
detained as a prifoner, and the accomplice of a 
brother condemned to death ! 

« 

The Gui/es had governed with fupreme autho- 
rity under the lateKing, and attempted the moft 
violent me^fures. By committing to them the 
fame power, it was eafy to follow the fame plan 
and execute the fame defigns. But they were 
not of the royal blood : how, commit to them 
the tutorage of a young King, contrary to all the 
laws of the monarchy ? What envy, what jea- 
loufy, what oppofitions would they not have to 
contend with, from the nobility and the grandees^ 
who would be difcontented with their power, 
and afpire to defpoil them of it ? 

The States had fometimes confided the regen- 
cy to the mothers of Kings, during their minori- 
ty, and in the prefent competition of fo many 
interefts and contending fatlions, it was not pru- 
dent to place in other hands, the life of the 
King, and the confervation of the ftate. — But a 
woman, a ftranger, without partifans, and with- 
out fupport, could flie maintain her ground a- 
gainft two fuch powerful faclionsy ready to fup- 
port their pretenfions by the force of arms? 
The Gui/es, forefeeing what might eafily happen, 
leagued themfelves with the Cardinal de Tournon, 
the Duke de Nemours, the Marfhals de Brljfac and 
Saint AndrBj Sippiere, governor of Orleans, and 
many other great Lords, with whofe influence 
they reinforced their party^ to defend their lives 
and preferve their power. The King of Navarre, 
conceiving happier hopes for the future, united, 
inore ftriftly than ever, wi«h the Chatillons., the 
Admiral and Cardinal, the Prince de Porcien. 

Jarnac^ 
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yarnac^ and many others of their partilans. He 
lecretly armed his friends, and difpatched couri- 
er after courier to the Conftable. The two par- 
ties, having thus placed thcmfelves in a pofture 
of defence, the whole court, and the troops di- 
vided themfelvcs among them, and even the de- 
puties of the States took their party, each jpne 
followed his paffioiis, his intereft, or his pnfici- 
ples. 

Nev^r did the neceffity of a third mediating 
power, or an umpire, appear more plainly than 
in this cafe. Had there been a conftitution in 
France, and had that conftitution provided, as it 
ought to have done, a third party, whofe intereft 
and duty it fliould have been to do juftice to the 
other two, and every individtial of each, there 
would have been little danger to the peace, li- 
berty or happinefs of the people : for fuch an in- 
termediate authority, by doing juftice to all fides, 
would have been joined and lupported by the 
honeft and virtuous of all fides, and by this means 
would have controuled both parties by the laws. 
But in this inftance it feemed impoffible to form 
a third party. Agitation and terror reigned 
every where. It was dreaded 'every moment 
that the friends of the King of Navarre, and 
thofe of the Gui/es would come to blows. All 
their meafutcs and devices tended mutually to 
deftroy each other. Nature itfelf, however, 
without much aid from any conftitution, pro- 
duced an effeft. Although this unbridled ardor 
of ruling, inflamed as it was by private animofi- 
ties, hindered not the two parties from render- 
ing publickly their obedience to the King, this 
iubmiflion had no-other principle than a jealoufy 
and mutual apprehenfion, that the on€ party 
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would fiiatch from the other the firft place in 
the.governmcQt. This motive only, and not 
anx rqi^ct for a conftitution, had made both 
parties e_ager to appear to be the firft to do hom- 
age to Charles the IXth, and on the day of the 
death of his brother, he was unanimouOy recog- 
nized as lawful fovereign. This ftep tended in- 
feriftly to re-eftablifli order and authority. The 
Queen-mother faw that it would not be fafe to 
truft the life of her young children, nor the ad- 
miniftration of the liate, to cither of the parties, 
one of which was extremely irritated and em- 
bittered, and the other full of affurance and 
haughty pretendons, both well fupported and 
ready to proceed to the laft extremities. She 
defired to continue miftrefs of her children, and 
of the government of the flate : She propofed, 
to this end, to remain as a mediatrix; and 
thought that the two parties, unable to agree 
among themfclves, and neither being able to 
triumph over the other, they would both unite 
in her favor, and abandon to her, by concert, an 
authority which the oppcfitlon of their competi- 
tors would hinder them from obtaining for 
themfelves. We fee in this inftance that the 
tripplc balance, is fo eftabliflied by providence in 
the conftitution of nature, that order, without 
it, can never be brought out of anarchy andcon- 
fufioh., The laws therefore fliould eftablifli this 
equilibrium, as the dictate of nature and the or- 
dinance of providence. 

Catharine hoped, that by conducting with a- 
bility, the reins of the ttate would return to her 
hands. She firft thought of making fure cf tkc 
Princes of I-torrain. .A negotiation fo dehcate 
and thorny, ought not to be confided to any but 

the 
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the ableft hands. The Queen, after having caft 
her eyes on feveral perfons, fixed them ai laft on 
the Marfhal de Saint Andre^ as the man of the 
. court the moft proper toaffure her fuccefe. j. .She 
fent for him, and after feveral difcourfes, the rc- 
fult was, that it would be impoflible to terminate 
the differences of the two parties, without tu- 
mult and war, but by relaxing fomewhat of tileir 
pretenfions, by ceding a part on both fides, and 
making the Queen the arbitratrix of their inter- 
cft. That by this plan, the two parties, without 
yielding one to the other, would appear, from 
tefpcft, and for the peace of the public, to give 
way to the mother of their King, who fhould 
hold the equilibrium between the Guifes and the 
Bourbons^ 

The Queen was a politician refined enough to 
pi'etend that Ihe was indebted for this council to 
the prudence of the Marftial, rather than thttt 
file had fuggeftcd it to him, which was the facl^ 
The Marflial, judging without paflion, that this 
project would be very convenient to the llippery 
and perilous fituation in which the Guifes h.oodj 
undertook to negotiate with their party, Upoi* 
the propofition which, he made of it to the Duke 
and Cardinal, and which they brought into deli-p 
beration in an affembly of their confidents ; the 
opinion of thefe, and even of the two brothers, 
were divided* The Duke, who had more cau- 
tion and moderation than his brother, yielded to 
the accommodation, which was to leavfe him in 
poflcfiion of the governments and riches which 
he held from the liberality of the late Kings. 
But the Cardinal more ambitious and more vio- 
lent, rejefted all compromifes, and pretended 
that they would preferve their power ia the 
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feme degree, as they had excrcifed it under Fran- 
cis lid. The fentiment of the Duke was approv- 
ed by the Cardinal de Tournon^ -the Marflials BriJ^ 
Jac and Saint Andfey and above all, by Sepiere^ the * 
advice of all which perfonages had a weight, 
which accompanies an high reputation for pru- 
dence juftly acquired. All judged it fufficient 
ioT%icGuifes to preferve their credit and honors, 
and preferve themfelves for circumftances more 
favorable ; and the refult they communicated t^ 
the Queen by Saint Andre j and left to her the 
choice of means the moft proper to treat wi^hi 
the King of Navarre* 

There remained ftill a greater obftacle to over- 
come t to appeafe thefaftion of the difconlented 
Princes; an enterprize which many thought 
impoffible and chimerical : but the Queen, who 
perfeftly knew the charaders and difpofitions o^ 
the perfons with whom fhe had to treat, did not 
defpair of obtaining her end. The King of Na- 
varre had for his principal confidents, Defcars^ 
Gafcon^ and Leoncourtj Biihop of Auxerre. Def' 
cars had a contracted genius and little experience $ 
LeoncQurt was a defigning politician, but folely in- 
tent upon his own fortune. The Queen fecretly 
gained both, by approaching each on his weak 
fide. She dazzled Defcars with prefents, and a- 
mufed him with fpeciouij reafonings. And ihe 
excited in the Bifhop of Auxerre, hopes of ec- 
clefiaftical benefices and dignities which he could 
not eafily obtain by the fole credit of the King o£ 
Navarre. They both promifed, under the pre- 
text of giving faithful and fincere council to their 
mailer, to favor the negotiations which tended 
to bring the two parties together, and commit 
the regency to the t^eea*Mother» 
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The Dutchefs of Montpisnfier^ carJried the firiS: 
^ropofals of accommodation. Her candor and 
mknefs, had gained the confidence of the Queen 
of Navarre. In the progrefs of things, Carrouges 
and Lanfacy Lords of confummate prudence, en- 
tered infenfibly into this negotiation. By means 
of thefe pcrfons the Queen propofed to the King 
of Navarre three conditions, i. To fet at liberty 
all who had been arretted for the confpiracy of 
Amboife, the Prince of Conde^ Madam de Roye^ 
and the Vidame .de Chartres ; and to annul by 
the Parliament of Paris, the fentence againft the 
Prince. 2. To create the King of Navarre, 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom, on condition 
that the Queen had the title and authority of 
regent. 3. To obtain of the King of Spain the 
reftitution of Navarre. The confidents of the 
King of Navarre, exaggerated to him thefe ad- 
vantages ; they reprefented to him that the name 
of regent, a title without reality, was but an emp- 
ty and fpeeious found, for which he would be 
abundantly recompenfed by the power and au- 
thority, which would be given him over the 
provinces ; prerogatives in which confided the 
cffeftive government of the kingdom. That the 
glory of delivering the Prince of Conde^ by the 
humiliation of his enemies, joined to the hope of 
re-eftablifliing forever his houfe, in its original 
fplendor, left him no room to hefitate. It is not 
a time, faid they, to conteft with rigor againft 
enemies fo powerful. You have to combat the 
prejudices, which your enterprizes againft the 
ftate have excited. Why, upon the brink of a 
precipice, do you indulge chimerical hopes ? The 
deputies rf the Jlates are almoji allj devoted to the 
will of tie ^een and tie Guifes, wbo have cbofen 

them 
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^k^m at their pleafure and gained them to thir inters 
<e/is. If the affair is left to their decifion, it is to 
' be feared that their partiality, will incline them 
tp exclude the Princes from the government, 
ajid commit it to the Guifes^ which would infalli- 
bly accompliih ,the final i:uin of t^e hpufe of 
Bourbon. 

Thefe reafons fhook the iiefolution of the King 
-cjf Navarre, and difpofed him to follow thefe 
councils : but he was ftill reftrained by the Prince 
of Conde^ whofe keen refentment and defire of 
vengeance, rather than folid reafons, excited to 
advife the contrary. The Duke de Montpenjier 
and the Prince de la Rhoche-fur-yon^ (upported 
thofe who negotiated an accommodation. Both 
were of the houfe of Bourbon^ but of a branch 
more diftaixt .from the roys^l-l^ock, and had not 
ipeddled in the^ troubles. 

The KiQg pf Navarre, befwe he concluded 
with the Queen, denaanded of her by the imme- 
diate negotiators, two new conditions, i. That 
they fliould take away from the Guifes all the 
V employments they had at court, a. That liberty 
of confcience fhould be given to the Hugonots. 
From the time that Cahin had begun to preacii 
and to write, the firft feeds of his dodrines had 
beeu fown in the court of Henry, King of Na- 
varre, and Margaret of Valois, his confprt, father 
and mother of the Queen Jane ; and as the minds 
of thefe Princes were indifpofed to the See of 
Rome, which had ftripped them of their ftates, 
under pretext of a,n excommunication, fulminat- 
pd by the Pope, Julius the fecond, againft France, 
\^nd its allies ; in the number of whom was the 
Jting of Navarre ; they were eafily perfuaded of 
# do^ine contrary . to the authoritjr ofthePop^, 
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and which taught that the cenfures by which 
they had loft their ftates, were null. The CaU 
vii^iftical minifters, frequenting the court of thefe 
Princes, there taught their opinions, which ha^ 
caft fo deep roots into the mind of Queen Jane^ 
that ihe had abandoned the Catholic faith to em- 
brace Calvinifm. Since her marriage with An- 
thony of Bourbon, fhe perfifted in the ikme fen- ^ 
timents. She had nearly converted her hufband, 
by the vehement eloquence of Theodore Beza^ 
Peter Martin Vermilly^ and other minifters who 
retired into Beam, there to preach their opinions 
in full liberty. The Prince of Ctmde, the admi- 
xal, and the other chiefs of the party of the Prin- 
ces of the blood, having alfo embraced Calvin ifin, 
fome with iincerity, and others to difguife their 
political views, under the pretext of religion, the 
King of Navarre perfifted more conftantly than 
ever, to declare himfelf proteftor of the Hugo- 
BOts. For this reafon, he demanded that they 
Ihould grant to the Calvinifts liberty of con- 
fcicnce, as an effential condition of the treaty, 
opened with the Queens. This Princefs anfwered 
that to deprive the Gutfes of the dignities they* 
held at court, would be to go diredly againft the 
agreement which was in negotiation, and the re- 
dEblution taken to reftore the tranquility of the 
Kingdom. That thefe Lords who were very 
powerful, and aftually armed, would not endure 
an afiront fb public and outrageous : but that, 
fupported by the Catholics and the majority of. 
the ftates, they would exert all theif forces and 
eflForts, to maintain their ground. She promifed 
however to employ, in due time, all her addrefsj' 
to diminiih their credit and power. As to the 
liberty of confidence^ ihe convinced them that it 
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^was a point too delicate, to be granted all at once : 
That the Parliaments and even the States, would 
not fail to oppofe it : But ihe promifed, in fecret, 
that in governing with the King of Navarre, flie 
would labor in concert with him, by indireft and 
concealed ways, to feize all favorable occafions to 
grant to the reformed all the liberty of confciencc; 
that might be poflfible. The Queen, yielding to 
the neceffity of the conjun6hire, gave thefe pro- 
mifes, without any intention to obferve them : 
She therefore delayed the execution of them, 
with all her addrefs. In fad, fhe knew, or at 
leaft believed, that nothing was more contrary 
to the grandeur and intereft of her children, than 
totally to depre& the Guifes^ who ferved, admi- 
i^ably well, the purpofe of balancing the power 
of the Princes of the blood. On the other hand^ 
the liberty of confcience granted to the Hugo- 
hots, would have offended the See of Rome, and 
the Other Catholic Princes, and fcattered forever, 
f s fhe t>retended9 diforder and diffention in the 
kingdom. 

* The coaUtion was on the point of conclufion, 
when the King of Navarre declared that he would 
determine nothing, without the advice and con- 
fent of the Conuable, who had cured all his 
gouts, fluxions and rheums, or in other 'words, 
difmiffed hi3 pretexts, and approached Orleans. 
It was therefore ncceflary to invent new projeds, 
to furmount this obftade, which many imagined 
the moft difficult of all. The Queen knew to 
the bottom, the cnarader of the Conftable, and 
that nothing flattered him more, than Jthe part 
of umpire or moderator in every thing that 
pafled around him. She thought that by reftdlr- 
mg him the fupreme command of the anpy^ aad 
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by affuring him, that it was from him that flw. 
wiflbed to hold her own grandeur, and the hfety 
of her children ; flie would fix him eafily in her 
intereft, and detach him equally from both par- 
ties. Thus, with the advice of the King of Na- 
varre, and the Gui/es, who were returning to 
pacific fipntiments, and feemed to fubmit all to 
her will ; Ihe ordered the captains of the guards, 
and the governor of Orleans to furr^nder to the 
Conftable, at his entrance into the city, the com- 
mand of the armies, and to acknowledge him for 
their chief. Thefe marks of honor awakened in 
the breaft of Anne of . Montmorency., the ancient 
fentiments of devotion and fidelity^ which had 
attached him for fo many years to the father and 
grand-father of the King. Arrived ajt Orleans, 
he turned to the captains and faid, with his orr 
diifary dignity, that fince the King had reftored 
him his command, they might difpenfe with 
guarding his Majefty fo exaftly in full peace ; 
a;nd that without employing the force of arms, 
he would make his matter refpefted through the 
whole kingdom and by all his fubjeds. Arrived 
at the palax:e, whei:e the Queen loaded him with 
honors, he rendered his homage to the young 
King, and with tears in his eyes, conjured him 
to fear nothing from the prefent troubles, for 
that he and all good Frenchmen, were ready |:o 
facrifice their lives for the-fupport of his crown. 
The Queen encouraged by this difcourfe, the firft 
proof of the fuccefs of her contrivances, entered 
without delav into fecret conferences with the 
Conftabjp, before that others had time to enter- 
tain and to gain him. She protefted that (he ex- 
pcdted every thing from him, both for her chilr 
dren and herlelf j that the royal aiitbority and the 
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public good were no longer but idle names ^ for iw9 
fa6liom embittered agaivji each other ^ for their mu-^ 
iual dejiruilion ; that ihe defpaired of prcferving' 
to her children under age, a crown envied and 
attacked by fuch powerful enemies ; unlefs his 
fidelity, of which he had fo ' long given fuch 
fliining proofs, fhould caufe him to embrace the 
defence of the young monarch, of a kingdom 
torn with divifions, and of all the royal family. 
Thefe words in the mouth of a woman, a mother, 
a Queen in aflBiiclion, made fo deep an impreflion 
on the mind ot the Conftable, that he confented 
to the accommodation ready to be concluded 
with the King of Navarre. Flattered with the 
humiliation of the Guijes^ and re-eftablifhed in 
the funftions of the firft truft in the kingdom, he 
renounced all interefts of faftion, and refolved to 
unite with the Queen, for the prefervation of the 
ftate, in whkh he afpired only to reaffume the 
place which he had merited by his long fervices. 

Concord being thus eftabliflied, by the authori- 
ty of the Conftable, they affembled the council : 
All the Princes and officers of the crown affiftcd 
at it ; and the Chancellor haying, according to 
cuftom, made the propofitions in prefence of the 
King, they concluded unanimoufly that the Queen, 
fliould be declared regent of the kingdom, the 
King qi Navarre lieutenant-general in the Pro- 
vinces : the Conftable, generaliffimo of the ar- 
mies, the Duke of Gutfe^ grand-mafter of the 
King's houfhold, and the Cardinal de Lorrain, fu- 
perintendant of the finances. 

The Prince of Conde was now difcharged from 
Prifon, and an Arret of the Parliament of Paris, 
conceived in honorable terms, difcharged him 
from all the accufations againft him ; and tlie 
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fentcnce declared null and irregular, as^ th0 
work of judges incompetent in the caufe o£ 
the Princes ot the blood. The Vidame de Char^ 
tresj died of chagrin in the Baftile, before the 
coalition was finiihed. Thus ended the year 
1560. ^ • 

In the beginning of the year 1561, the Queen- 
mother and the King of Navarre SifmifiTedl the 
States General^ leaft the Ouifes (hould excite fome 
fericientation there. The formation of a con- 
ititution and the fettlement of ^religion, were 
never the real objects for which they had been 
called. It appears not that they were even afked 
to ratify the regency in the Qucen-mother. So 
loofe and uncertain was the fovereignty of that 
great nation, that a confufed agreement of the 
chiefs of the two fadions, was thought fufficient 
for its government, without any forms or legal 
folemnities. The ftability of the government, 
and the fecurity of the lives, liberties a;nd pro- 
perties of the people was proportionate to fuch % 
lyflem. The court was ftill agitated with divi* 
fions and diflentions. 

The Gui/esj who had obtained but a fmall part 
of their pretenfions ; that is to fay, much in ap^ 
pearance and little in reality ; accuflomed to rule^ 
and very difcontented with the government and 
with the Queen, who failed to perform the prom- 
ifes ihe had made to thenx. watched all opportu* 
nities to regain their firft advantages. The 
Prince of Conde^ more irritated than ever, kept 
in view his ancient projefts, and burned with an 
implacable defire of vengeance. The CoJignies 
were obftinate to proteft the Hugonots. The 
two parties labored to gain the Conflable, but he 
declared that he would remain neuter, and attach 
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himfelf only to the King and the Queen. He 
was confirmed in this refolution by the condudt 
of the King of Navarre, who, fatisfied with the 
prefent s^rrangennient, lived in good intelligence 
with the regent, and thought of nothing but 
peace. The Admiral, his brothers, and the 
Prince of Conde^ flattered themfelves that the 
connexion of blood would draw the Conftable, 
ultimately to their party. The Guifes^ who knew 
his attachment to the Catholic faith, and his 
averfion to Calvinifm, which he had cruelly per-, 
fecuted under Henry lid, defpaired not to gain 
him, under the pretext of defending religion, 
and exterminating the Hugonots. The vivacity 
of the King of Navarre, in urging the* Queen to 
accompliih the promiies fhe had made him in fa** 
vor of the Hugonots, contributed not a little to 
keep up this fermentation. This Princefs, fatijC- 
fied with having eftablidied a kind of equilibrium, 
which fecured her power and that of her children, 
dreaded to intercept it, and avoided all occafions 
of difpleafing the King of Navarre. 

She made ufe of delays and pretexts, in hopes 
that the King of Navarre would relax ; but that 
Prince, excited and transported beyond the 
bounds of his character, by the continued infti- 
gations of his brother, and the Admiral, and by 
the urgent folicitations of the Queen his confort, 
became the more ardent in demanding what had 
been promifed him. The Chancellor De L^Hopi^ 
taly whether he judged a liberty of confcience 
neceflary to the good of the fl:ate, or whether he ^ 
had an inclination to Calvinifm, favored, under' 
haqd, the folicitations of the King of Navarre* 
He reflxained with all his authority, the fcverity 
of the other magiftrate9> and exhorted the Queea 
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to be fparing of blood, to leave confciences iir 
tranquility, and to avoid every thing which^ 
might interrupt a peace, which had coft fo much 
pains to eftabUfh. Several of thofe who compo- 
led the council, fupported thefe inftances of the* 
King of Navarre, and protefted that they ought 
to be weary of imbruing their hands in the bloocfc 
of Frenchmen ; and that it was time to put an 
end to punifhments, the fear of which forced fo 
many good fubjcds to abandon their houfeS, fa- 
milies and country. The Hugonots themfelves, 
among whom were many perfons of fenfe and 
merit, negleded no cares nor means proper ta 
• favor their caufe ; and fometimes by writing' 
^compofed *with art, and &ilfully propagated; 
fometimes by petitions prefented in proper fea- 
fons ; and fometimes by periuafive difcourfes of 
their partizans, endeavored to imprefs the great 
in their favor, by pathetic paintings of the mis- 
fortunes with which they were opprefled- The 
Queen was, at length, obliged to give way to the 
fentiments and authority of fo many *perfonsir 
Perhaps flie was convinced of the wifdom of re- 
laxing a fe verity, which flie was in no condition 
to maintain ; and of abandoning laws, which 
they could no longer execute with rigour. She 
confented therefore to an Edift, rendered by the 
council on the 28 th of January. This Edift en- 
joined all magiftrates to releafe all the prifoners 
arrefted, on account of religion ; to flop all pro- 
fecutions commenced for this cavfe ; to hinder 
difputes upon matters of faith ; forbidding indi- 
viduals to give each other the odious appellations 
of Heretics or Papifts : finally, to prevent unlaw- 
ful affemblies, commotions, feditions, and maiti*^ 
tain concord and peace in all their departments* 

Thiis^ 
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*Tlias, with the defign of putting an end to purv-: 
ifliments and the eflulion of blood, a motive dic» 
tated by Feligion and humanity, Cqjyinifm was, 
if not permitted, at leafl tolerated, and indiredly 
authorifed. 

More lively contcftations were expefted con- 
cerning the promife which refpected.the Guifes. 
The King of Navarre, recalling to the Queen the 
fecret promifes which Ihe had made to him, pre- 
tended, that in his quality of lieutenant-general 
of the kingdom, they ought to deliver to him 
the keys of the palaqe which the Duke of Guife 
kept, as grand matter of the King's houfehold. 

The Queen, in truth, no longer doubted the 
attachment oi the King of INavarre, ^nd of the 
Conftable ; but £he was not ignorant of the in- 
creafingcoldnefs of the Guifes^ and delayed with 
all her artifice the moment of offending them. 
She wiflied, on one hand, to manage the Hugo- 
nots, protected by the Admiral and the Prince of 
Conde ; and on the other, the Catholieks, uuited 
under the Duke of Guife and the Cardinal of. 
Lorrain. Thefe two factions, were like two 
powerful dikes, under the fhelter of which, flie. 
enjoyed a calm. By weakening the Catholieks,, 
flie was afraid of putting the Hugonots in a con- 
dition to give her the law. Sometimes by tem- 
porizing, therefore, and fometimes by granting 
other favors to the King of Navarre, fhe endea- 
vored to divert him from this pretenfion. But 
the more fhe endeavored to make him lofe figbt 
of this object, the more the Prince purfued it 
with warmth. 

Finally, the Queen, that fhe might not deftroy 
the harmony fhe had taken fo much pains to et 
tablifb^ commanded the captains of the guards; 
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no longer to carry the keys of the palace to the 
grand mafter of the King's houfe-hold, but to the 
heu tenant-general of the kingdom, to wl\oin this 
prerogative belonged of right. This proceeding 
irritated the Duke of Guife^ but infinitely more 
the Cardinal of Lorrain^ his brother, lefs becaufe 
they confidered it as an affront, from which the 
regulation of the council of regency would have 
fcreened them, than becaufe they fa vv clearly, that 
with the confent of the Queen, the King of Na-^ 
varre afpired to diftrefs, and deftroy them. They 
knew very well that they were accufed of liften- 
ing to nothing but their intereft and apibitioHj^ 
and feeing themfelves no longer able to prevail 
in this private quarrel with the Princes of the 
blood, who difpofed of all the forces, as well as 
of the royal authority, they diffembled their re* 
fentments, and complained of nothing but the 
liberty of confcience, which had been tacitly 
granted to the Hugonots, covering thus with 
the fpecious veil, and the pretext of religionj^ 
their paflions and perfonal interefts. Thus the 
difcords of the great confounded themfelves in- 
fenfibly with the differences of religion, and the 
factions of the Princes, quitting the name of 
malcontents and Guifards, to anume the more 
impofing titles of Catholics and Hugonotsi, they 
exerted themfelves with the greater niry, as they 
difguifed it under the pames of zeal and of piety. 
The regent and the Conftable, matters of the 
pcrfon and authority of the King, held the bal- 
ance in the middle. The Conftable was indeed 
much oppofed to Calvinifm, and attached to the. 
Catholic religion ; neverthelefs, his afiedion for 
his nephews, and the love of peace, induced him 
to confent to make uf(? pf management in matters . 
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of religion, until the King Ihould arrive at his 
majority. But to corroborate more and more,- 
tfee authority of the young monarch, though a 
minor, thofe who held the reins of government 
thought proper to condud him to Reims., where 
Jihey proferve with veneration, the Phial which a 
pigeon brought down from heaven^ full of holy oit^ with 
which Clovis was anointed and confecraied. 

During the ceremony of confecration, there 
;arofe a new conteft concerning precedency, be- 
tween the Princes of the blood and the Duke of 
Guife* Th? former pretended that it was due to 
their birth. The Duke on his fide demancled it, 
as firft peer of France. The council of State de- 
cided it in favor of thp Duke ofGuife, becaufe the 
prefence of the peers of France, who are twelve 
in number, fi^ ecclefiaftical and fix laical, was ne- 
ceflary in this ceremony ; whereas, the Princes 
of the blood, who haye no funclicn to difcharge 
in it, may difpenfe with their attendance. This 
light fpark ferved to inkindle and embitter more 
aud mpre, the fpirits of all parties. The Admi- 
ral and Prince of Conde had fet every machine in 
motion to draw in the Confliable to their intereft t 
They were powerfully feconded by the Marftial 
of Montmorenci^ his eldeft fon, who was ftrictly 
connefted with them. The Confl:able, always 
firm in his refolutions, could not determine to 
diflionor his old age, by placing himfelf at the 
head of a party, nor by leagueing himfelf with 
thofe whom he thought new enemies of religion. 
The Admiral, always fruitful in refources and ex- 
pedients, imagined one ^t this time, calculated to 
bring the Confl:able into their views, by ways 
more indirect. There was then held at Pontoife, 
jnaffembly of fome deputies of the Provinces, to 
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Icliberatc upon the means of acquitting tiie ini- 

Inu-iife debts, whicli the crown had contracted in 

phe Uft wars. The Marflial of Mcntmorcnd pre- 

idcd in it. There were alfo feme friends of the 

Admirah He made ufe of them, to bring upon 

t carpet, whatever he thought proper. The 

pol/gnics^ and the Prince of Coiide, there demand- 

d, by the organ of their confidents, that they 

iJiould oblige all thofe who had received benefits 

|)r gratifications, from the Kings l''rancis Ift and 

f lenry lid, to report them to the royal treafury, 

pretending, that a calculation being made, with- 

: impofing new burthens, they might extin- 

buifh the greateft part of the debt, which both 

Ivithin and without the kingdom, cruflied the 

pliate and individuals. 

Thofe who had received the greateft benefac- 
tions from the hte Kings, were the Guifes, Diana 
yii Valentinois, the MarlJial Saint Andrt, and the 
IConltable, They were dcfirous indeed of hum- 
thc furnicr : but :is to the latter, they 
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ing this refearch, which interefted them equally. 
She concerted her plan with art, or a kin^ of 
prudence, which is not uncommon in women of 
her charader ; her averlion for the Oneen, and 
her fears of lofing all the gains of her trade, 
made her think that the true means of her fafe- 
ty, would be to allure the ^Conftable into the 
party of the Catholic religion, and a clofer con- 
nexion with the Guifes. She launched out into, 
invectives againft the Admiral and the Prince of 
Conde^ whom flie confidered as the authors of the 
propofition made at the affembly at Pontoife ; 
&e deplored the miferies of the ftate, whofe 
government, in the hands of a child and a fo- 
reign woman, was the inftrument of pernicious 
.councils, to foment the ambition and gratify the 
paffions of certain individuals, to whom were 
facrificed the fafety and tranquility of the king- 
dom J into which they introduced, without 
fhame, herefies condemned by the Church, and 
againft which the late Kings, with juft feverity, 
had employed fire and fword. She added, with 
the fame vivacity, and lincerity, that all France 
was aftoniflied and enraged, to fee, tliat a MonU 
morenci^ whofe houfe had been the firft of the 
whole nation to embrace Chriftianity ; that a 
man, who for fo long a time had filled the firft 
office in the ftate, fliould at prefent allow him- 
felf to be fafcinated by the artifices of a woman ; 
and that, a flave to her caprices, and to the im- 
perfect information of the King of Navarre, he 
confented to all their enterprizes againft religion. 
She remotiftrated to the Cpnftable, that having 
the arms and the power in his hands, he was in- 
difpenfibly obliged to oppofe the pernicious de- 
signs of government, and to watch ftill^ as he 
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had done fo many times before, over the confef-r 
vation of a tottering throne, and a religioip 
wholly forfakcn. She recalled to his recollection 
that ancient conduft which had procured him fo 
much glory, in oppofing the aggrandizement of 
ftrangers. She conjured him that he would npt 
fuflbr two women, one an Italian, the other of 
Navarre, to ruin the principal foundations of the 
French Monarchy ; that is to fay, religion and 
piety ; to remember that the regent was the fame 
Catharine, whofe conduct he had always cenfur* 
cd, and whofe character he detefted j that the 
Hugonots were thofe fame fedaries, whom he 
had fo eagerly perfecuted under Henry lid ; that 
neither the pcrfons nor the nature of things were 
changed ; that the whole world would believe, 
that enfeebled by age, he let himfelf be guided, 
either by the ambition or caprice of others, fince 
be appeared fo different from what he had been. 
Such was the language of Dianas and who fa 
proper as an harlot, to proftitute religion to the 
purpofes of ambition, avarice, and faftion. The 
only wonder is, that thefe difcourfes of the 
Dutchcfs, which fhe took care frequently to re- 
peat, began to make an impreflion on the Con- 
Itable. Sometimes an indignation againfl his 
nephews, fometimes the apprehenfions of lofinj 
his fortune, and fometimes his hatred againi 
Calvinifm, fo difpofed him to liften to the Dutch- 
cfs, that at length her inCnuations, together 
with thofe of Magdalen of Savoy, his wife, fuc- 
ceeded to detach him from the party of the 
Queen. This Magdalen faw with vexation the 
unbounded favors granted to the Cu7/g7i/W, which 
fhe wifhed might be conferred on her brother 
Honorey of Savoy, Marquis of Villars. Thus her 
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jealoufy negleded nothing, to ferve the latter, and 
to hurt the nephews of her hufband. Diancfi^o^ 
engaged the Marflbal de Saint Andre to fecond 
her in this negotiation. The fear of lofing his 
fortune, the violent hatred which he conceived 
againft the Colignies^ and the plaufible pretext of 
preferving the Catholic faith, urged him to em- 
ploy his influence with the Conftable in favor of 
the Guifes ; who, as foon as they were informed 
of it, omitted neither artifices, fubmiflions nor 
intrigues, to compleat the conqueft ; hoping by 
this means to re-eftablifh their power, or at leaft 
to recover a great part of it. The Marfhal of 
Montmorenci was the only one who could crofe 
this negotiation. But Diana, his wife, having 
fallen lick at Chantilly, he was obliged to leave 
his father, to attend her. The Guifes, difembar- 
raffed of this obftacle, put the laft hand to their 
agreement with the Conftable, for the preferva- 
tion of the Catholic religion and the mutual de- 
fence of their fortunes. 

The Queen informed of this union, thought 
herfelf deprived of her firmeft fupport, and dread- 
ed, that the Princes of Lorrain, fupported by the 
credit of the Conftable, and difcontented with 
her, might attempt to cake from her the regency. 
Slje thought it neceflary therefore, to conned 
herfelf mor^ ftriftly with the King of Navarre, 
to counterbalance this new party. She direded 
all her cares to maintain that equilibrium, which 
aflured htjr power, and that of her fon. She en- 
tered into all the views of the King of Navarre, 
in favor of the Hugonots. Under the pretext of 
maintaining peace during the minority of the 
King, and of conciliating the hearts of the people, 
by a reputation of clemency, -ihe publifhed new 
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declarations, which enjoined upon all the parliavr 
xnents and all the other magiftrates of each pro*^ 
vince, to moleft no man on account of religion ;; 
to reftore the goods, houfes and pofleffions ta- 
all thofe, who, in times paft, had been depriv- 
ed of them, on fufpicion of herefy. The par- 
liament of Paris, and fome other magiftrates re- 
fufed to comply : but the Hugonots, thinking, 
themfelves authorized by the will and orders of 
the King, of the regent, and the difpofitions of 
the council, affumed to thfemfelves, as they had a 
better right to do from God and nature,' a liber- 
ty of confcicncc, and their numbers and forces 
augmented from day to day. This was to ful- 
fil the views of the Queen, if thefe. religionifts 
had known how to reftrain themfelves within 
the bounds of moderation and reafon. But as- 
it commonly happens to people, who fuflFer them- 
felves to be tranfported by their paffions, and 
"will not conform to the reftraints of authority :- 
as foon as they felt themfelves tolerated, prbteft* 
ed, and delivered from the fear of punifhment, 
their refentments of former ill ufage arofe, they 
loft the refpecl due to the magiftrates, and fome- 
times by public afiemblies, and fometimes by in* 
jurious difcourfes, or other violent proceedings, 
they drew upon themfelves the hatred and indig* 
nation of the Catholicks. Hence arofe obftinate 
difputes, which throwing the two parties into 
quarrels, fpread tumult and infurreclions thro 
all the provinces of the kingdom. Thus, con- 
trary to the intentions of government, and ther 
expecla^tions of the public, the remedy employed 
to fave the ftate and maintain peace, became, at 
leaft as our Hiftorian reprefents, contagious and 
jgrejudicial j and occaiioncd prectfely thofe trou* 
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'ibles and dangers, which they fought fp carefully 
fto prevent. , * 

The Guifesj we may be furc were not at all 
.mortified at this turn of affairs. It was pr^cifely 
.what they wifhed. Encouraged and fortified by 
their union with the Conftable, they feized this 
pccafion to oppofe the Queen and the King of 
Navarre. The Cardinal of Lorrain finding the 
moment favorable to explaim himfelf in council^ 
without regard to the Queen or the King of Na- 
varre, who were prefent, began to fpeak on the 
fftate of religion, and to reprefent, with all the 
.vehemence of his charader, that it wa^ to betray 
:religion, and to difhonor thenmfelves in the eyes 
;0f the whole earth, to grant, in a moft chriftian 
Jdngdom, liberty of.confcience, to innovators al- 
ready condemned by councils and the voice of 
the church. That not fatisfied with diffcminat^ 
ing monftrous opinions, with corrupting the ri£* 
ing generation, and impofing' on the fimplicity 
^f the weak, they blow vp the fire of rebe^ioa 
in aUthe provinces of the kingdom. That al* 
• Teady the infolence and outrages of thefe Here;- 
tics, hindered the minifters of the church from 
celebrating mals, and from appearing in their 
pulpits, and leff. to the magiflirat^s fcarce a iha- 
dow of authority ; that every thing was a prey tQ 
the fword and flames, by the imprudence and 
<)bfl;inacy of thofe who arrogated to themfelves 
^he licence of believing and teaching at their 
pleafure.; that the firfl: kingdom of Chrifl:endom 
was upon the point of makmg a fchifm, of ihak- 
ing oflF the yoke of obedience due to the holy 
^ee, and of abandoning the Catholic faith, to 
^tisfy the caprice of an handful of feditious men. 
'^bc C^rdiinali enforced th^fe arguments with fo 
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much energy, with that confidence and natural 
eloquence which gave him fuch an afcendancy,' 
even in the moft problematical opinions, that the 
protectors of the Hugonots oppofed nothing to 
him but filence. The King of Navarre and the 
Queen replied not a word, and even the Chan- 
cellor appeared amaj:ed and confounded. The 
counfellorsof ftate, irritated againft the Hugonots, 
were of opinion to affemble immediately all the 
Princes and officers of the crown, to the parlia- 
ihent of Paris, there to treat on this fiibjcft, in, 
the prefence of the King, and determine the 
means of curing thefe diforders. This affembljr 
•was accordingly held on the 13th of July, 1561, 
in parliament. The King of Navarre dared not' 
alone to make oppofitiori openly ; this would 
have been to declare himfelf a Calvinift. The 
Queen indeed, defired that the Catholic party 
fliould not prevail ; but fhe was not the left ap- 
prehenfive that they would impute to her the 
eftablilhhient and progrefs of Herefy. The con- 
tefts in parliament were however, animated : the 
partiians of the Hugonots, forgot nothing to 
procure them liberty of confcience, as the only 
means proper to appeafeall troubles, and heal all 
divifibns. Their efforts were ufelefs. There was 
fome reafon for faying,' that liberty of confcience 
was evidently oppofed to the fpirit arid authority 
of the Catholic church ; but none at all for prei 
tending that it was contrary to the fundamental 

laws of the kingdom. ' " 

It was decided that the CalvinifUcal preacher^ 
and minifters fliould be chafed out of the king- 
dom : and that they fliould conform in the pub^^ 
lie worfliip, only to the cuftoms and ceremonies 
authorized by the Romaa church, AU ailenL 
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\jSies, s>f every kind and in every place, with 
arms or without, except in the Catholic chutch*. 
es, there to hear divine fervice, according to 
their ufages, were forbidden. To grant;, how- 
ever, fome mitigation to the Hugonots, they adr 
ided in the fame Edift, that the cognizance of the 
crime of Herefy, ihould be referved to Bifhops 
and their grand Vicars ; and if they had recourfc 
to the fecUlar arm, they could not condemn the 
guilty, but to banifhment ; ^finally, they gave a 
genersfl amnefly for all diforders committed in 
times paft, on account of religion. A declara- 
tion was drawn, iigned by the King, the Queen, 
and all the Princes and lords of both parties. 

The Prince of Conde and the Admiral, irritated 
to fee fuppreffed a party, upon whofe number and 
forces they had founded all their hopes, and not 
being able to hinder the execution of the Edid:, 
which all the parliaments and moft of the inferior 
tribunals preffed into executioh with great ar- 
dor, imagined another expedient ; it was to en- 
gage the minifters of the Hugonots to demand 
k public conferrence, in prefence of the King, 
with the Catholic Prelates, upon the controvert- 
ed points. This indirect method appeared to 
them proper to obtain infenfibly, a liberty of 
confcience. Th^ Cardinal de Tournon^ and fever- 
al other Catholic Prelates, oppofed this requeft ; 
they remonftrated that it was ufdefs to difpute 
about religion, with a people who were very ob- 
ftinate, and who perfifted in a dotlrine condemn* 
ed by the church. That if they wifhed to lay 
open their reafons, they might addrefs themfelves 
to the council of Trent. The Cardinal of Lorrain 
vas of opinion in favor ^ of the conference ; 
whether he flattered hiiDfeJf that he ihould coiv 

found 
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Jound the Hugonots, by liis irrefiflaWc reafoning^ 
luid convince thofe whom he thought feduced, 
pr whether, as thofe who envied him gave out, 
J)y making an oflentatious exhibition of his e!o- 
■]iiciice and erudition, he wiDjed ftill further to 
:rcafe his reputation and glory, in fo celebrated 
alTembly : Whatever were his intentions, it is 
rcrtain that by not oppofing the deqiand of the 
'rotcftants, he draws into his fentiment the 
prelates, who yielded to the felicitations of the 
King of Navarre. This Prince, who had long 
ired to hear a difpute in form, between tht 
Uiiholics and Hugonats, to clear up his own. 
Llnubts, fupported with warmth the demand o£ 
he Protefiants. They fent therefore fafe con- 
ducts to the minjfters refugees at Geneva, anij 
pffigned for the place of conference Poify, a little 
Icity, five leagues from Paris. 

The King appeared at Poify, with all his court, 
ompanied by the Cardinals of Bourbon, ai Lor- 
, of Tcurnoit, of Armagnac, and of Gu'ife, who 
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Sis age tiot permitting him to difcern the trutli^ 
there was reafon to, tear, that he might be fuf- 
prized by fome dangerous opinion, contrary to 
the faith. After feveral debates, the<jiflembly 
feparated without deciding Siny thing. 

The Cotholics gaiiied only one advantage^ 

The King of Navarre was not fatisfied with the 

Hugonots, having obferved fome variations of 

their minifters in the doctrines which they main* 

tained. Some followed literally the fentiments- 

of Calvin; others inclined to the doftrine of 

Lutber ; thefe adhered to the profeffion of faith 

of the Swifs, thofe to the confeffion of Augjbaurg* 

Shocked with this inconfiftency, as he thought 

k, this weak Prince began to be difgufted with 

the new opinions, and to attach himfelf to the 

Catholic religion. But the Hugonots drew front 

this conference all the fruit that they had prom* 

ifed themfelves* As foon as they came out of ity 

they boafted highly that they had demonftrated 

the truth of their belief, convinced the Catholic 

do£lors, coirfoundedthe Cardinal of Lerrain^ and 

obtained of the King permiflion to preach their 

do6hine. In faft, of their own private authori. 

ty, they began to affemble, wherever they pleaC- 

€d, to hold publickly their fermons, with fo great 

an affluence of people, and fo great a concour^ 

of nobility, as well as others, that it was lio longr 

cr poffible to reftrain them. 

When the magiftrates attempted to hinder 
their afiemblies, or the Catholics attempted ta 
chafe them from the churches where they met^ 
the Hugonots run to arms, and defended them- 
iifelves. The two parties attacked each other 
with ftiry, under the names of Hugonots and 
i^apifls. The whole kingdom was in a flame. 

Th^ 
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The power of the magiftrates loft its energy j 
the people were in continual terror and alarms i 
the colleAion of the revenues was interrupted, 
and in the bofom of peace, an inteftine and cruel 
war was feen to be inkindled. The Queen-Mo- 
ther and the King of Navarre, moved with thefe 
excefles, feeing that the feverity of the Edift of 
July^ had only increafed the diforders, convoked 
another affembly of deputies from all the parlia- 
ments of the kingdom, to be informed by them, 
of the ftate of each province, and to deliberate 
upon the moft proper means of re-eftablifliing 
tranquility. The vieivs of the minijiry changing 
continually^ as the interejis ofminijiers and the parens 
rf the great varied ; it was not ajionijhing^ that 
after fo many meafures taken^ abandoned^ reajfumedy 
affairs fhouldjiill remain in greater diforder^ and a 
morejirange confufton. It was indeed impoflible 
that fuch frequent variations ftiould reftoregood 
order, which an equal and uniform condudl 
could done maintain. 

This affembly was holden at Paris, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1562. The Queen, accord- 
ing to her ordinary maxims, employed herfelf in 
holding the balance between the two parties, and 
to hinder one from prevailing over the other, 
for fear ihe fliould be the viftim of the ftrongeft. 
The greateft part of the magiftrates concurred in 
her views ; fomc perfuaded that it was impoflible 
to reftrain fo great a multitude, animated by a 
furious zeal for religion, and others feeing with 
regret fo much blood flied to no good purpofe. 
They prepared that famous Edid of January, 
which granted to the Hugonots, the liberty of 
confcience, and the liberty of holding tbeit* allem- 
blies and preaching their 4rmons, upon conditioa 

that 
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that they Ihould meet without arms^ without 
the cities, in the fields, and in prefence of the 
judges of the places. The parliaments and 
other tribunals oppofed, at firft, the execution 
of this Edict; but it was finally regiftered, 
upon repeated letters of juflion, (fealed com- 
mands to do a thing which they had refufed 
to do) of the King and Council. This was a 
thunder bolt to the chiefs of the Catholic party. 
To bring on a crifis, to force all the Catholics to 
join them, and to hinder the execution of the 
Edift, the Duke of Gui/e, the Conftable, all the 
Cardinals, except de Tournoriy who was lately 
dead, the Marflials de Brijfac and Saint Andre 
quitted the court, to oppofe themfelves with all 
their forces to the Calviniftical party. So near 
was liberty of confcience at that time, to a com- 
pleat and final eftablifhment in France, that noth- 
ing but this violent meafure could have prevent- 
ed it 5 even this retreat of all the Catholics 
would not have fucceeded, without another ar- 
tifice. They fufficicntly forefaWj that as long 
as the good intelligence fubfifted between the 
Queen-raother and the King of Navarre, they 
Ihould have no power to intermeddle in the 
government of the kingdom, and that all their 
eflForts would be in vain ; they propofed therefore 
/ to break it. Convinced that the Queen-mother 
would never change her plan or her conduct, at 
leaft until the majority of her fon ^ they thought 
it would be more eafy to gain upon the under- 
ftanding of the king of Navarre. Their recefs 
enabled them to conduct with more fecrecy this 
iiegociation, which required time and addrefs. 
D'£/?, legate of the Pope^ and Manriqu^z am- 
bafiador of Spain, let into the fecret andentrulted 

A 3 with,^ 
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with the conduct of it^ eafily commenced the 
conferences, by the interpofition of the confidentsp 
of the King of Navarre. This weak Prince, had,, 
or pretended to have, no longer the fame incli- 
nation for the Hugonots, fince the colloquy at 
Poifl'y, where he had remarked their variations 
Iftpon the contefted points of faith, and not hav- 
ing found in Theodore Beza, nor in Fefer Martyr^ 
the fame confidence as he thought, as they affect- 
ed when they dogmatized without contradictors, 
he had confultcd Doctor Baudouin^ equally verfed 
in fcriptures and in controverfy. This theolo- 
gian had decided the King of Navarre, to re-unitc 
himfelf to the faith of the church, and to adopt 
Deither the profeffion of faith of the Swifs Protef- 
tants, nor the confefljon of Augfbourg. His ac- 
quiefcence in the Edict of January was lefs from 
any inclination to the Hugonots, than from an 
opinion that confciences ought not to be reltrain- 
ed, and that toleration was an infallible means of 
extinguifliing the troubles of the kingdom. As 
foon as his confidents, already difpofed to ferve 
the Catholic party, had informed the legate and 
ambaffador, that he was in thiS' temper, thefe laft 
failed not to take advantage of it, to open the 
Begoti^tiou. In order to unite to motives o£ 
confcience, perfonal advantages and temporal in- 
terefts, they propofed to him to divorce his Queen 
Jane, with a difpenfation from the Pope, becaufc 
ihe was an Heretic, apd to marry Mary, Queen 
of Scots, the niece oi the Guifes^ and widow o£ 
Francis lid, a Princefs who united to the charms 
Qf youth and beauty, the actual poffeflion of a 
great kingdom. The King of Navarre, attached, 
to his children, rejected firmly this propofition. 
They then brought upon the carpet, once more^ 

the 
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-^thc exchange of Sardinia, fo often propofdi in 
yain. This was the delicate point, which touch- 
ed him the moft fenfibly. His hopes indeed, 
were not very ftrong ; but this negotiation not 
having been wholly broken oflF, Manriquez, the 
Spanim ambaflador, by his ordinary artifice, re- 
newed it with fo much apparent ferioufnefs, as 
to re-animate .the defires and the .coTi£dence of 
the King of Navarre. Not ccmtent with giving 
him the ftrongeft affurances of ' the good difpo- 
iitions of the Catholic King, hcfproceeded.fo far 
as to treat of the means of excliange, and of the 
quality of the rents and fervices, which the King 
of Navarre fliould. render the crown of Spain, 
as acknowledgments of its fovereignty. They 
debated thefe claufes and conditions as ferioufly^ 
as if they were upon the point of figning the 
treaty. The qharafter of the King of Navarre, 
and his inclination to embrace always the moft 
honorable and plaufible jmeafures, favored the 
defigns of the Catholics. 

This Prince (the King of -Navarre,) began 
gravely to acknowledge that the Hugonots dif- 
guifed their paflions and their interefts, under 
the veil of chriftian charity, and the cloak of re- 
ligion. Moreover, he was made to apprehend 
that the Admiral, with his policy, would per- 
fuade all France to believe that the King of Na- 
varre followed blindly his councils. They piqued 
his jealoufy, by reprefenting to him that the 
Calvinifts highly blamed his floth and indolence, 
while all their affeftions and attachments were td 
the Prince of Condcy whofe courage, promptitude, 
and magnanimity, they never ceafed to exalt and 
Cjclebrate. A laft conlideration of extreme im-. 
portance, tovched a nerve of exquifite fenfibility ;: 
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The King of France and his brothers were of 
feeble and delicate complexions, ill conftitutcd, 
fubjed: to dangerous diftempers, and too young 
to have children. The fucceffion to the crown, 
regarded him as the firft Prince of the blood, 
and to declare himfelf the head and proteAor of 
the Hugonots, was to place between the throne 
and him, an impenetrable barrier. To fmooth 
his way the more eafily to the throne, he inclined 
to re-unite himfelf to the Catholic party, to at- 
traft the favor of the Pope and the King of 
Spain, and to attach to himfelf the forces of the 
faction, which was the beft united, and the moft 
powerful. He began to diftruft the councils of 
the Queen his wife, blindly devoted to Calvi^ifm, 
and naturally an enemy of pacific meafures. The 
magnificent promifes and perfuafive difcourfcs of 
the legate, and of Manriquez, joined to fo many 
other motives, determined him finally to unite 
himfelf with the Conftable and the Duke of 
Gui/e* They declared loudly in words and by 
writings, that they were leagued only for the 
defence of the Catholic religion ; but their view? 
were, in reality, much more vaft. The King of 
Navarre abandoned one party, in which he found 
himfelf eclipfed by his brother, to attach himfelf 
to another, in which they offered him more 
brilliant hopes. And the Guijes entered into this 
convention, only to re-eftablifli their credit and 
ancient grandeur. ; ; 

Such was the union, which taught the French 
the art of forining leagues and combinations, 
without the knowledge of their fbverdgns. The 
Hugonots reprefented it in the moft odious co- 
lours, and called it the triumvirate. The Queen 
Jane conceived a lively refentment of this unex- 

peded 
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pcftcd refolutipn of her hufband. Full of indig- 
ix?itiop to fee him become the moft ardent pcrfe- 
cutor of her tavorite religiop, in which Ihe flat* 
tered herfelf flie had connrniied him ; flie refolv- 
ed to quit the court, and retired into* Beam, with 
the Prince Henry, and the Ptincefs Catharine, 
her children, whom flie inftruftcd in the reform- 
ed religion, declining all further focicty, and 
commerce with her hufl)and. The Queen-mother 
was not lefs alarmed with a change fo fuddep 
and incredible. ' The triumvirate dejiroyed all the 
projects of an equilibrium^ which Jbe had founded^ on 
the dijirujis aHd animojities which divided the gran^- 
dees. She dreaded as much, for the fafety of hcf 
children, as for her own authority. Thefp reci- 
procal variations, thefe combinations of interefls^ 
totally pppofite to each other, announced clearly 
enough to her undcrftandipg, that this union 
concealed high hopes, and yafl: defigns. She 
fcnew that the Guifes had unravelled her artificeSj 
and that burning with ambition, they fought 
every means of re- entering into the miniftry. 
Moreover, what probability was there, that the? 
King of Navarre would renounce the friendfliip 
of his brother, and of his moft faithful partizans, 
to unite with his moft cruer enemies, if he had 
not been aflured of great advantages in fuch a 
change. She was not ignorant of the empire 
which is held over human hearts, even the moft 
upright, by ambition and the thirft of ruling. 
Finally, confidering every thing which threatened 
her, Ihe could not diflemble her own weaknefs, 
nor that of her children. Forced by thefe re- 
flediions to truft no longer, either the fincerity 
of the King of Navarre, nor the demonftrations 
|nade by the Catholics^ of having no defign of 

making 
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making any. innovation in .the government; a 
prey to conftant terrors, alarms and fufpicions^ 
nothing was capable of calming her inquietudo* 
She paued often whole nights, in conference with 
her confidents, and among others with the Bifhop 
pf Valance^ and the Chancellor De UHopital^ 
Th^ir counfels, and above all, the critical pofition 
in which .flie ftood, determined her to form a 
coalition with the Prince of Conde and the Adml- 
iral, to favor their dcfigns, and fupport herfelf 
with their forces, in order to counterbalance, 
^ much as poffible, the power of the oppofite 
faftion : alledging anEK)ng other jnotives, to her 
Cjitholic confidents, that .God himfelf permits 
evil for the fake of good : and fince the Hugonots 
}iad caufcd fo many diforders, it was but juft to 
make ufe of them^ to cure the diftempers which 
Jiad infefted the teart of the ftate. 

The Hugonots delivered from the fear of pun- 
ifhment, by the publication of the Edift of Jan- 
uary, had began to recover .courage, and held 
frequently pubUc affiemblies ; their party appear- 
ed confiderable, >both by their number and the 
quality of th^r members : and their forces were 
not inconfiderable. The Prince of Conde had 
openly declared him£elf xheir head ; he was, in 
appearance, reconciled with the iSuifes, in obe- 
dience to the orders of the King : but, in his 
^leart he burnt with an unpatient defire tp ;r.e. 
venge himfelf, againft his principal perfecutors, 
for the outrages which he had received. The 
Admiral, who in the view to aggrandize himfelf, 
as well as his brothers, more ftrnftly united than 
ever to the party of the Hugonots, moderat- 
cd the ardor and vehemence of the Prince, by the 
«5iturity of Ijiis cpunfeh. Under thefe chiefs^ 

and 
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and in the fame fentimcnts, were engaged the 
Prince of Porcien^ the Lords of Genlis^ of Gram-^ 
mont^ of Duras, the Earls of Rochefoucault and of 
Montgomery y the Barons of Ardrets^ of Bonchavan-* 
ties, Soubirej and feveral other great men of the 
kingdom. With any, the leaft authority of go- 
vernment, they were in a condition to refift, and 
oppofe boldly the oppofite party. 

The Queen, forced as flie thought to take ad- 
vantage of a conjuncture fo favorable for her 
own defence, and that of her children ; and re- 
duced to the neceility of embracing the firft par- 
ty which prefented, however dangerous it might! 
be, expeded from time and events, the unravel- 
ling all their intrigue. She feigned to be ftag- 
gered by the reafonings of the Hugonots, and 
difpofed to embrace their opinions. To confirm 
them flie was more in this opinion, by exterior 
demonftrations, flie caufed their minifters to 
come into her apartment, and appeared to hear 
them with pleafure. She manifefted great confi- 
dence and benevolence to the Admiral, and the 
Prince of Conde, in the frequent converfations 
flie had with them. She deceived the Dutchefs 
of Montpenjier, by her falfe confidences, and made 
ufe of her, to allure the principal Hugonots ; the 
better to color the promifes and hopes, which flic 
gave in fecret, by apparent me:ifures. She wrote 
even to the Pope in equivocal terms. Some- 
times flie denianded a free and general council, 
fuch as the Calvinifl:s defired : fometimes, pcr- 
miflion to convoke a national council. Another 
time flie folicited the ufe of the communion in 
both kinds, a difpenfation to priefts to marry ; 
the liberty of praying in the vulgar language, 
and other fimilar innovations, as the Catholics 

called 
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called theni) which the Hugonots wilhed, ami 
introduced. De Lijle^ theFreuch ambafiador at 
Rome^ feconded her fo perfedtly, that, by excit«. 
ing doubts concerning her faith in the minds o£ 
the Pope and the Catholics, flie obliged them to 
obferve great caution in their own conduA, for 
fear they fhould irritate her, and difguft her 
againft the Roman religion. By the fame artifice 
flie deceived the penetration, and gained the 
hearts of the Hugonots, by perfuadiog them that 
Ihc was wholly difpofed in their ^favor : to fuch 
a degree, that the implacable hatred which they 
once bore her, had given place to confidence and 
attachment. It was not only the people that 
flie amufed by thefe appearances : the Admiral 
himfelf, in fpight of all his appearance, policy and 
penetration, had fuffered himfelf to be feduced. 
He hefitated not to give the Queen a circumftan- 
cial account of the number, forces and defigns of 
the Calvinifls, of the correfpondetices which they 
maintained, both within and without the king* 
dom, and of all other particulars which concern- 
ed his party ; as foon as flie gave him to under- 
fliand, that flie defired to have exaft information 
before flie declared herfelf, afluring him that flie 
would embrace openly that party, as foon as it 
fliould be fufficiently powerful to place her out 
of the reach of the vengeance of the Catholicsj 
and the triumvirate, compofed of the Duke of 
Cuifey the Confl:able and the King of Navarre. 
Thus, by a change equally prompt and incredible, 
the King of Navarre attached himfelf to the 
Catholic party, and Queen Catharine, at leaft in 
appearance, became favorable to the Hugonots. 
lliefe variations were at the time attributed to 
she levity of mind of the King of Navarre, and 
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the natural inconftancy of the fex of the <^een : 
and it is thus that fome Hiftorians haVe fince 
judged, who were either not capable, or had not 
opportunity, like Davila, to unravel the fecret 
iprings of thefe refolutions. 

Is It poflible to place an unbalanced govern- 
ment, in a light more defpicable or more con- 
temptible ! Can human nature be more difgraced, 
than by this endlels feries of unions, feparations, 
coalitions, combinations and tergiveriations ? And 
yet it is moft obvious, ' that fuch a feries muft 
forever be the eflfeft of a conftitution, where 
there is no legal equilibrium* 



No. 24* 



AlFFAIRS had now taken a new face. It wa* 
eafy to forefee, that the animofities of the two 
faftions would never be .extinguiflied but by 
arms — and that the tempeft which had long 

grumbled in the air, would foon pour upon theit 
eads. Accident foon produced a favorable con*- 
juncture for precipitating France into the greateft 
misfortunes. The King of Navarre, having de- 
clared himfelf openly for the Catholic party, fixed 
hi<^ refidence at Paris. This city, fituated in the 
centre of France, is much more populous, more 
rich, more magnificent and more powerful, than 
'any other in the kingdom. This Prince, believ- 
ing that the other cities would eafily conform to 
the example of the capital, forgot nothing to 
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hinder the Hugonots from holding their zSctilt^' 
blies, and preaching their fermons there ; in 
which the Parifians in general, enemies of the 
reformation, feconded him with zeal. By this 
means he hoped in time to diminifii infenfibly 
the credit and the forces of the Proteftants, and 
take away their liberty of confcience, which a- 
lone fupported their exiftence. The Prince of 
Conde refided alfo at Paris, where he promoted 
and fomented the defigns of the Hugonot niini- 
fters. Under the pretext of caufing to be obferv- 
cd the edift of January, he extended from day 
to-day the liberty of confcience ; and, whether 
by power or by right, arrogated to himfelt a 
great authority in what refpefted the State. The 
King of Navarre, animated equally againft his 
brother by a love of repofe, and by jealoufy, re- 
folved to compel him to go out of Paris. Several 
othen motives determined him to put an end ta 
troubles and feditions, as well as conventicles, in 
a city which was the firmeft fupport of the 
Catholic party ; but whether he felt himfelf too 
weak to attenipt fuch an enterprize alone, or . 
whether he wiflied to confult his confederates 
before he executed any thing, he iqvited the 
Duke of Guife and the Conftable to come and 
join him, with their partifans. 

The Duke of Guife, fince his retirement from? 
Court, refided at Joinville, one of his country 
feats, upon the frontiers of Champaine and Pi- 
cardy. Upon the invitation of the King of Na- 
varre, he departed for Paris, accomponied by the 
Cardinal his brother, a numerous retinue of gen- 
tlemen attached to his inter efts, and twp compa- - 
nies of men in arms. The firft of Msirch, in the 
morning, as he paffed by Vaffi, a little city in- 

Champaine,. 
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CSianipaine, his people heard an unufual ringing 
of bells, and having alked the reafon of it, were 
told that it Wfis the fignal of a fermon at which 
the Hugonots afiembled. The valets and foot- 
men of the Duke, who were moft forward on 
the road, excited by the fingularity of the thing, 
;ind by curiofity to fee one of thefe aflemblies, 
which were but lately begun to be holden pub- 
licly, advanced in a tumult, uttering their coarfe 
Jokes, towards the place where the Hugonots 

. were affembled to hear their minifters^ The 
Calvinifts underftanding that the Duke of Guife^ 
whom they regarded as one of theirnK)ft ardait 
perfecutors, was not £ar off, and feeing a troop 

f of his people coming diredJy to them, whether 
they dreaded fome infult, or whether they were 
piqued at the ryde raileries and fcornful fpeeches 
bf this fervile mob, they anfwered by ads of vio* 
Jcnce> pelting with ftones the firft who were ad« 
dancing towards their congregation. 

This is the account of Davila — and at this day 
it may be of as little confe.quence to enquire 
which fide began to ufe force, as to afertain 
which party fired the firft gun at our Lexington* 
When a nation is prepared for a civil war, when 
parties are formed and paflions enflamed, which 
can be extinguiflied no other way, it is only for 
the fake of popularity, rieceffary to enquire >thicfe 
ftrikes the firft blow. But in our Anierican re- 
volution, we know it was the party who were 
the habit of domineering who began-t^and 
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fuch is commonly the cafe. Moft probably Dc 
Thou is in the right, for the fame reafon — who 
aflerts, that the Duke of Guife's fervants threw 
the firft ftones ; and if this was done without 
|:he Duke's orders, it is fertaijj that his mother, 

^bigotted 



iC4 DISCOURSES ON DA VILA. . 

a bigotted furious Catholic, had often entreated • \ 
him to deliver her from the neighbourhood of 
the Proteftants of Vaffi ; and very probably Ihe 
had enflamed his whole family againft them. 
However this might be, the Catholics abandoned 
all their prudence and attacked the Proteftants, 
fword in hand, and the ikirmifh foon become 
furious. The Duke, informed of the tumult, 
and wifhing to appeafe it, ran in all haft^ and 
rufhed into the midft of the cambatants — while 
he repremanded his own people, and exhorted 
the Hugonots to retire, he was flightly wounded 
by' the ftroke of a ftone upon his left jaw. The 
blood which he loft obliged him to retire from 
the uproar, when his followers, growings outra- 
geous, had recourfe to fire-arms, forced the houfe 
where the Calvinifts had barricadoed thcmfelves, 
killed more than fixty of them : and their minif- 
ter, dangerpufiy wounded, efcaped with great 
difficulty over the roofs of the neighbouring 
houfes. When the commotion was affuaged, the 
Duke of Guife fcnt for the Judge of the place, 
and reprimanded him for tolerating fuch con- 
venticles. The Judge excufed himfclf, becaufe 
thefe affemblies were permitted by the edift of 
January. The Duke, as much enraged at thisf 
anfWer as at the diforder which occafioned it, 
laid his hand on the hilt of his fword, and re- 
plied, with great fury, ^' The edge of this iron 
fliall foon deliver us from the edift which they 
think fo folidly eftabliflied/* Thefe words, utter- 
ed in the ardor of his indignation, did not efcape 
the attention of thofe who heard them — and in 
the fequcl he was acciifed of being the Boute-feu, 
and the author of the civil wars. 
The Hugonots, irritated by the maffacre at Vafli, 

could 
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trould no lojiger contain themfelves within the 
bounds of moderation-«-n6t content with the ex.. 
ceffes committed by them in feveral cities of the 
kingdom, and efpecially in Paris, where they had 
mafl^crisd feveral Catholics, and fet fire to the 
church of St. Medard ; they liftened only to their 
own ?:age, and excited every where troubles and 
bloody feditions ; monafteries were pillaged^ im- 
ages broken, altars overturned, and churches 
profaned. Thefe exceffes, on both fides, embit- 
tered mens* minds, and they ruflied every where 
to arms. The chiefs of the two parries, agitated 
by the famp motives, affembled their forces and 
prepared openly foj: war. But the leaders of 
both fadiojis were not ignorant that, in the ac^ 
tual ftate pf things, they could not take arms 
without rendering themfelves guilty of rebellion, 
and that there was neither pretext nor colour 
which could authorife any meafures which tend- 
ed to war. The Catholic^ pould not interrupt 
the execution of the edift of January, without 
controverting openly the decifions of the coun- 
cil, and wounding the royal authority from 
^hich this edid had iffued. The Hugonots had 
^o reafonable motive to revolt, while they were 
protected and dlowed to enjoy the liberty of 
cpnfcience granted them by that edift. The 
leaders of each party defired to draw the King to 
their fide ^ and to become majlers of his ferfon^ either 
to abolifh the edift, or to derive new advantages 
from it, in order to prove that their caufe was 
the moft juft — ^and that it was the oppofite party 
which eredted the ftandard of revolt, by oppofing 
the apparent will ot the Sovereign, and by at- 
tacking even his perfon* 

' No. 




i 



PISCOURSES ON DAVILA. 



No. 25. 



THE Queen, perfedly informed of all thefe 
projects, and wifliing to preferve, with ^11 her 
power, her own liberty and that of her children, 
continued to play off her artifices, to balance 
the power of the Grandees, and to prevent the 
afcendency of one party over the other, frona 
drawing after it, the ruin of the State. Thus, 
that flio might not be obliged to favor, one or 
the other party, Ihe quitted Paris and retired to 
Fontainbleau. She thought that in this refidence, 
where Ihe was more at liberty, that iri Paris, they 
could not compel her to declare herfelf, and £he 
ftill ftudied to fupport her confidence, i»rhich (he 
had managed with both faftions, whofe Chief? 
flie amufed by equivocal difcourfes, and ambigu* 
ous promifes* The Prince of Conde, and Cpligni, 
yielding to the fuperiority of the Catholic party, 
had quitted Paris, to take arms. The Queea 
gave them fecretly to underftand, that flie wa? 
difpofed to join them, as foon as flie fliould fee 
them fupported by forces fufficient to make head 
againft their enemies. On the other hand, flie 
protefl:ed to the King of Navarre, the Conftable 
and the Duke of Guife, that flie had no iiitention 
to feparate herfelf from the Catholics, noi* to 
confent to the new reform, any further than ncr 
ceflity and the advice of good men fliould oblige 
her, to grant to the Hugonots, a moderate liberty. 

Her letters were not lefs ambiguous, than her 
words : and flie did not explain herfelf more 
clearly abroad than at home. She gave contin- 
ually 
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fially new inftrudions to the ambaffadors in fo- 
reign courts, and efpecially to Delile, who refided 
at Rome. Sonietimes me contrafted and at 
other times file extended their powers ; and by ^ 
thefe variations held all minds in fufpence. But 
this conduft began to be more delicate than everi 
The Chiefs of the two parties, were not lefs poli-* 
ticians than herfelf : During the courfe of her 
regency they had found opportunities to unravel 
all her artifices, and penetrate all her difguifes* 
The King advanced in age, and that circumftancc 
was to them a neceflity to haften the executioa 
of their defigns. His minority might give to 
certain meafures a colour, which would no long- 
er exift, when he would be of age ; when all 
ought to depend upon his will, to which*they 
could no longer oppofe themlelves, without the 
guilt of rebellion : At the prefent moment they 
could pretend, that their oppofition was only to 
a bad adminiftration, and the pernicious defigns 
of thofe who governed under his authority. 

Already the Duke of Guife, more enterprifing 
and more alive than the others, direfted, at his 
pleafure, the refolutions of his party. He had 
drawn into his fentiments the Gonftable and the 
King of Navarre, by perfuading them, that if* 
they would all refort to court, they might bring off . 
ihe King and the ^een- Mother to the capital^ jtnd 
reduce them to the neceflity of taking meafures, 
and iffuing edifts, as the Catholics fhould judge 
convenient to their interefts, without expofing 
thenifelves, any longer, to the danger of being 
anticipated, and without permitting their ene- 
mies to feize on the King and avail themfelves 
of his authority. The Prince of Condc had . 
formed the fame defign : ^e had retired at firft 

ta 
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to Meaux, and from thence to his eftate, at la 
Fcrte wlicre he intended to affemble the main 
body of his forces. This refolution was the efFecl 
of the advice of the Admiral, fuggeft'ed by the 
Queen, and the projects of the Catholics, which 
had not cfcaped his penetration — nothing being 
more common in civil wars, than to diicover the 
defignsofthe enemy cither by the infidelity of 
ic)me to the fccret, or by the multitude of fpies 
who are employed. The chiefs of the Catholic 
party had occafion only for their ordinary reti- 
nue to execute their defign ; the neighbourhood 
of Paris, which was wholly devoted to them, 
affured them of fufiicient forces, and oflFered them 
favorable opportunities. On the contrary, the 
Prince of Conde, weaker than his'^enemies, and 
followed by few troops, was obliged to wait for 
the Lords of his party, and the nobility whom he 
had fummoned from jfeveral provinces, who af- 
fembled but flowly. Thus the Catholics were 
before-hand, by appearing all well attended at the 
Court. 

Their unforcfeen arrival difconcerted not thd 
Queen. Although Ihe depended little on the 
fuccefs of her intrigues, Ihe' exerted herfelf to 
perfuade the King 'of Navarre to depart from 
Court, with the Princes and Lords who had ac- 
couipanied him. " No man is ignorant,*' faid 
ihe to him, *' that the Catholic Lords would 
take advantage of my weaknefs, and that of my 
fon, to compel us, to regulate the State, accord- 
ing to their inclinations, by governing at the will 
of their ambition and private interefls. This 
conduft, dircclly oppofite to the principles of 
honour and of fidelity, of which they boaft, is 
not left cpntrary to the tranquility and the con- 
ferva tion 
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fcrvation of the State, which they pretend to 
have alone in view. ** To iffue new edifts, and 
revoke thofe which have been publifhed, is it not 
to put arms into the hands of the Hugonots ? 
Thefe fedlaries, already fo audacious and k) ready 
to revolt, will complain aloud of injuftice, if we 
annul, without reafon, an edid prepared and ao- 
cepted with the confent of b^th parties. During 
the minority of the King, we ought to avoid war, 
and the troubles infeparable from it, to the ut* 
moft of our care and power. To whom will the 
nation impute the difafters which will overwhelm 
it ? WiU not an eternal infamy be the portion o£ 
thofe who have the principal (hare in govern- 
ment ? It was to avoid thefe dangers, and to take 
away all pretexts from the incendiaries, that I 
fubfcribed to the edid of January, and quitted 
the capital. The moft efFedual means of irritating 
the violence of an evil, which as yet is only creep- 
ing on fecretlyl Mrould be to carry us into a fuf- 
?eded city, and repeal an edift already publiflied* 
'he King of Navarre, and the Catholic Princes, 
ought to remember, that it belongs only to the 
flagitious, whofe fortune is uncertain ordefperate^ 
to excite civil wars. The Prince commands 
without contradidion. The Lords of his party^ 
loaded with riches, dignities, employments and 
honors, enjoy the moft flourifhing fortune. £zfi 
they envy the people an imaginary and momen* 
tary liberty ? Let them fufFer the King to arrive 
at his majority, without feeing his kingdom dif- 
trafted with war. Forced by lieceffity, I have 
only pardoned faults, which I could not punifli — 
nor have I granted to the Hugonots other liberty 
than that which they had ufurped. It is only by 
management that we can cure the people of this 

c c phrenzy* 



/ 



^ 



210 DISCOURSES ON DA VILA. 

phrenzy. Let the Catholic Chiefs then arm 
themfelves vrith patience, for fear that, by rafii 
remedies, they may envenom an evil which may 
draw after it fatal revolutionSs and the mofl: 
melancholly events. If'however you are refolved 
to make any alteration in the edift, it ought only^ 
to be done by infenfible degrees, and by the favor 
of fuitable opportunities and conjundures* Ta 
employ violent means, would be to furnifli the 
feditious with pretexts, which they feek with fo 
much ardour." 



No. a 6. 



THESE reafons of the Queen, urged and re- 
peated with energy, woula have fiaggered the 
King of Navarre, and perhaps the Conftable, if 
the Duke of Guife would have liftened to them« 
But he wiftied for war — ^by the favor of which 
he flattered himfelf, he ihould recover and even 
increafe his ancient power. Moreover, in qualky 
of Chief, and Protedor of the Catholic party, he 
wilhed to annul, by any means whatever, all that 
had been done againu his inclination,, to the 
prejudice of the Church — and to arrogate to 
himfelf all the glory of fuch a revolution* He 
combatted therefore, with vivacity^ all the rea- 
fons of the Queen, and remonftrated to his con- 
federates, that they would infallibly lofe all their 
credit and reputation, by iuffisring themfelves to 
be fo eafily amufed by a womap^ who had na 

other 
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otHcr deiign than to throw herfelf into the arms 
. of the oppofite party as foon as they^ £rom a blind 
confidence in her words, fliould :depart from^ 
Court. ** Nothing" added the Duke, " will be 
more prejudicial to our caufe, nor more infa« 
mous for us, than to avow that it is neither the 
public good, nor the maintenaQce of the Royal 
Authority, but private pa£Gions and perfonal in-^ 
terefts, which have put us in motion. It will be 
believed, that the remorfe of our consciences, has 
obftruded us, in the purfuit of our enterprife. 
The artificial diicourfes of the Queen, ought not 
to prevail with us, to abanddn a refolulion, ma- 
turely weighed, and taken by concert, nor to in- 
terrupt the execution of a project, dictated by rea- 
fon, prefcribed by hQnor, and commanded by that 
attachment, which we have profefled to religion 
whofe prefervatipn and intereft, have chiefly de- 
termined us to this meafure. {t is ^o longer the 
feafon to delay, ^nd to wafte time in difputes* 
Already the Priujce of Condis is adyancing in 
^rms — ^the jForces of the Hugonots ^re affem* 
bled— they are ready to feize on the per/on cf the 
^i^irif «^ ^ ^^ hqften to place him in afttmtion of 
fitfetf — and Jtnce we canpat terminate this ^air by 
perfuajion^ let us not be intimidated from employing 
force : Let us take away the King^ and leave the 
Queen to take the part which flie ihall judge 
moft convenient. The refolutions of this Prin- 
ceis are of little mompnt to us, as fooii as we 
jhall be f«*pported by the prefence of our lawful 
Sovereign, aided by the authority of the firii 
Prince of the blood, to whom, by right of birth 
belongs the government of the kingdom/' 

The Prince q£ Condd, united with the Coligni^ 
axid other Lords of his party, appi:oached the 

Court, 
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Court. The Conftable, and the King of Mavarre, 
perfuaded by the Duke of Guife, gave the Queen 
to underfiand, that it was neceuary to take her 
refolution, without lois of time ; that for them- 
felves^ they had refolved to condu£l to Paris, |:he 
King and his brothers,' for fear they ihould fail 
into the hands of the Hiigonots, who^ according 
to intelligence, were not far diftant. That they 
would not abandon their mafter to the mercy c^. 
hereticks, who intended to take him away, in 
order to make an ill ufe of hisname, aild under- 
mine the foundations of the monarchy. That 
there was no time to be loft, or trifled away.— • 
Tbat they Jhould condu£l the King to Paris ^ as their 
own hphorj and the good of the Jidte required : That 
as to herfclf, they pretended not to conftrain her 
in any thing ; but ihould leave her, with all the 
refpeft that was due to heir, at liberty to difpofe 
of her perfon, as ihe ihould thiids fit. The 
C^een was iiot aftoniihed at this declaration, 
b^d and fudden as it was. She had forefeen it, 
and determined, beforehand, on her plan, in fucl| 
a iituation. Forced to declare herfdif, althoihei 
forefaw that the t^o parties would foon come toi 
blows, ihe would not abandon the Catholic party»" 
l^he pretended that her honor, and her reafon, at^ 
tached her to it : She imagined fhe faw her fafe- 
ty, and that of her children in it. Taking there^ 
fore in an inflant her rcfolution, ihe amwered^ 
with her ufual prefencc of mind, that no perfos 
was more attached than herfelf to thaCathoUc 
religion, nor more zealous for the good of the 
State— ^That ihe would, upon this occafion, give 
way to their fentiments — and fince they werq 
all for quitting Fontainbleau, ihe would concur 
with them. ... 

With 
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With the utmeft promptitude flie gave orders 
ibr their departure ; but at the lame time ihc 
■wrote to the Prince of GDnde a letter,* in whidi 
Ihe lamented, that She could not comufvit herfelf, 
andthe perfon c^lhe King, into the hands of 
his partizans, according to the promife ihe had 
made him : That the Catholics had prevented 
them, by conduding them by force to Paris c 
That, provided he did not lofe his courage, ihe 
exhorted him not to fuffer his enemies to take 
pofieffion of the whole authority of government. 
She then commenced her journey,. with the King 
and her other children, furrounded by the 
Triumvirate, and the other Catholic Lords, who 
to confole her, treated her with great reljped: and 
honor. *She arrived that evening at Melun, the 
next 'day at Vincennes, and in the morning of 
the third day at Paris* Many perfons obferved 
the young King in tears, thinking the Catholic 
Lords had deprived him of his liberty. The 
Queen, irritated by the ill-fuccefs of her artifices, 
and forefeeing the calamities of an inevitable war, 
difcoveted, during the whole journey, a mourn- 
ful and mortified air and countenance. The 
Buke of Guiie was fo little affected with this» 
that he faid freely and openly, that the public 
good was a public goodj ixjibether it was obtained by 
iimfent or hy force. 

The Prince of Cond6 was informed, upon his 
march, of the departure of the King, and per*'' 
ceiving kknfelf either prevented by the Catho^ 
1x9$,. or deceived by the Queen, made a halt, and 
remained fome time undecided, what courfe he 
fliQuld take. The terrible pidure of thofe dangers 
which threatened him, prefented itfelf in lively 
Cplours before his eyes \ but the Admiral, who 
^'•' -' ' ^ had 
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had remained a little in the rear, arriving, they 
conferred together a few minutes, and the 
Prince, with a profound figh cried out, ** The 
die is call, we are too far advanced to retreat/' 
He took immediately another road, and marched 
with rapidity towards Orleans, of which, he had 
for fometime refolved to take pofleflion. This 
city, one of the principal of the Kingdom, about 
thirty leagues from Paris, is vaft, wdl buUt, and 
very populous ; it is fituated in the province of 
Beauce almoft in the middle of France upon the 
banks of the Loire, a large navigable river, whiclj 
after having watered feveral provinces,.£alls into 
the ocean in Brittany. Orleans, by its navigation, 
and its facility of communication with feveral 
other provinces, appeared to the Prince very 
proper for' a place of arms and the center of his 
party, and to be oppofed in fome fort, to Paris, 
For feveral months, that he had meditated to 
make himfelf mafter of this city, he had enter- 
tained a fecret intelligence with fome of the in- 
habitants, inclined to the dodrines of Calvin, 
whom he employed to engage a great part of the 
young men, who were reftlefs, fed&tious and gree- 
dy of novelties. As it is not intended to relate 
in detail, the whole of this hiflory, it is fufficient 
to fay, that he got poflefiion of Orleans, that the 
two parties publifhed manifefto^, and that chi-s 
canery, negociations, battles^ fieges, conflagra- 
tions and aflaffinations, fucceeded in all their 
ufual train of horrors in civil wars. 

No. 
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WE fliall now content qurfelvcs with reciting 
the fummary of this firft civil war. After the 
publication of declarations and manifeftoes, the 
two armiel took the field. The (^een-mother 
wiflies to avoid a war, and procure peace : She 
Jiegociates an interview for this purpofe with the 
Prince of Conde, but without fuccefs : She con- 
tinues however to ne^ociate an accommodation^ 
and obtains a concluuon of it. The Prince re- 
pents of it, by the perfuafion of his pardzans, 
and refumes his arms. He attempts in the 
night to furprize the royal army : His enter prize 
Succeeds not. The King receives povl)«rful rein- 
forcements from Germany and Switzerland. 
The Prince of Conde is obliged to fl\ut himfelf 
up in Orleans, and feparate his army, which he 
could not hpld together in a body. He fends- to 
demand fuccours in Germany and England, an^i 
confents to deliver Havre de Grace to the En- 
glifh, and receive their garrifons into Rouen and 
Dieppe. 1 he Queen, irritated and afflicled at 
cheie refolutions, joins the Catholic party, and 
declares the Hugonots, rebels. The royal army 
takes Blois, Tours, Poitiers, and Bourges* The 
15th of Sept. 1562, it ]ays fiege to Rouen-*'^ the 
courfe of which, the King of Navarre, '^ting 
the trenches to reconnoitre the ftate of the 
place, was wounded in the left ihoulder, by a ihot 
of an Arquebufe, which broke the bone, wound- 
ed the nerves, and felled him to the ground as if 
he was dead. He was carried immediately to his 

quarters^ 
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quarters, where all the other generals affemblcd. 
The furgcons who dreffedhis wounds, in the pre- 
fcnceof the King and Queen, judged it mortal, 
becaufc the ball had penetrated too far, into the 
body. 

The 26th of October 15C2', the city was carried 
by aflault, and the whole army entered, making 
a horrible carnage of the garrifon and yihabitants, 
by putting to the fword, without any quarter, 
all who prefcntcd themfelves armed or unarmed : 
1'he city was delivered up to be plufndered, except 
the churches and confccrated things, which th6 
foldiers were made to refpecl, by the vigilance 
and good difcipline of the generals. 

The King of Navarre, fufferiug under the pains 
of his wound, and wounded in fpirit almofl a& 
much as in body, infifted on embarking on the 
Seine, to be tranfported to Saint Maur, a plea- 
furc-houfc ne.xr Paris, where he often went to 
take the air, and enjoy the tranquility of foli- 
tudc. lie fcarce arrived at Andeli, a few leagues 
from Rouen, when his fever was augnfiented by 
tTic agitation of the batteau, he loft his fenfes, 
and died in a few hours. He united to his high 
birth, an elegant perfon, and a foftnefe of man« 
ncrs : If hcliadlived in other times, and under 
a better conftitution of government, he might 
have been reckoned among the greateft Princes 
of his age j but the candor and lincerity of his 
')icar|| the fweetncfs and affability of his difpofi- 
tion,in the midft of political troubles, and civil 
diffcntions, fcrved only to hold him in continual 
agitation and inquietude. Inconftant in his 
projects, and uncertain in his refolutions— dtawft 
a.wuy on one fide by the impetuous character of 
liis brother, and excited by the party of the Cal- 

viniils^i 
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vimfls, in which he loiig held the firft rauk— re- 
ftrairied on the other hand by motives of honor^ 
as he thought, by his natural inclination foi:' 
peace, and averfion for civil wars, he difcovered 
on many occafions but littl^rmnrfs or conftancy 
in his defigns. Placed in the number of thofe^ 
- who lay under the reputation of feeking to dift 
turb the ftate, he fhared in their difgraee — and 
he was feen afterwards, at the head of the oppo^ 
fite party, perfeeuting thbfe, whom he had for- 
merly protected. In point of religion, fometimes^ 
allured to Calvinifm, by the perfuafions of his 
wife, and the difcourfes of Theodore Beza — arid 
fometimes brought back to the Catholic feith, by 
the torrent of falhion, ahd the eloquence of the 
Cardinal of Lorraine, he gained the confidence 
bf neither party, and left in his dying moments^ 
fufpiciou^ and equivocal ideas of his creed. Ma- 
ny thought, that, though he ivas in his heart 
attached to Calvinifm, or rather to the confefliou 
of Augfburg, he feparated from the Hugohots 
from fccret views of ambition — and fufferirig im^ 
patiently that the Prince his brother, by his valor 
and greatnefs of foul had acquired among them 
more efteem than himfelf, he chofe rather to 
hold the firft rank aniong the Catholics than the 
fecond aniong the Calvinifts. He died at the age 
of forty-two, in a time when his prudence, in- 
creafing with age, he might perhaps have fur- 
paffed the opinion which had been conceived of 
him. Jane of Albret^ his widow, continued in 
poffeffion of the title of Queen, and of what re- 
gained of Navarre. She had two children, Hen- 
ry, Prince of Beam, then nine years of age, and 
afterwards the all-glorious Henry the Fourth of 
France, and the Princefs Catharine, then yevf 
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young. Their mother lived, with them af FaW 
and at Nerac, fuperviiing their education in ih€ 
iicw religion . 

The Prince of Conde, reinforced by the auxil- 
iary forces frpm Germany, makes hafte to attack 
Paris. The King and Qween return thither with 
their army, and after various negociations the 
Prince is conftrained to depart. The two armies 
march towards Normandy — ^ memorable battle 
is fought at Dreuc, where the Prince of Con Je 
is made prifoner by the Catholics, and the Con- 
ftable by the Hug€)nots. In th6 firft onfet of this 
acliouy Gabfiel of Montmorency, the fon of the 
Conftable, had been killed, the Comte of Roche- 
fort had been thrown from- his horfe, and loft his 
life, and the catholics, in fpite of all their bra- 
very, began to give way. The German cavalry 
armed with piftob, and divided into two large 
iquadrons,' having joined the Admiral in this 
fritical moment, made a frefh charge with fuch 
fury, that they broke the Catholics, and forced 
them to fly. The Conftable who fought in this 
place with great bravery^ exerted himfelf in vaia 
to ftop and rally the fugitives : His horfe fell 
under him, and he was wounded in the left army 
furrounded by the Germans, and made prifoner, 
after having feen perifh at his fide, the Duke of 
Nevers, and feveral other officers of diftinclion. 

The Prince of Conde, iur charging the cavalry 
of the Duke of Guife, was afterwards wounded 
in his right hand, and covered over with blood, 
and duft and fweat, was made prifoner by Dani- 
ville, who, wifliing to avenge thg capture of his 
father, fought with defperation. The Duke of 
Guife remained mafter of the field of battle, the 
baggage and artillery of his enemy. The Prince 
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.of Conde was brought into the prefence of his 
x:onqueror, and it .was a memorable fcene to fee 
thofe two famous men, whom paft events, and 
^fpecially the laft battle, had rendered implacable 
enemies, reconciled at once by the caprice of 
fortune, fup at the fame table, and for want of 
other lodgings, and better accommodations, pafa 
the night in profound fleep, on the fame bed. 

Thofe who firft fled from this action, carried 
to Paris the firft news of the defeat and captivity 
of the Conftable, and threw the Court into deep 
mourning and great inquietudes. They wefe 
rdiffipated however, a few hours afterwards, by 
the Captain of the King's guards being difpatch- 
ed by the Duke of Guife. The news ^yhich he 
fpread, and the aflurances which he gaveof the 
viftory gained by the Catholics, dimihifhed'the 
grief caufed by the death of fo many brave men, 
whofe lofs had put all France in mourning. Be- 
iiidesthe Lords and Knights, of diftinguiftied no- 
bility and reputation, they reckoned eight thou- 
iand men among the flai«i; The Duke of Guife 
acquired a glory without bounds by this viftbry, 
which gave a great check to the Hugonots. The 
King and Queen declared him General of the ar- 
mv, and he took the rout to Orleans, that he 
inight not leave his eneniy the time to repair 
ihfiir lofles^ 

No. 
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No. 2&* 



THE fiegc and defence of Orleans, may be a 
good lefture on the military art, but is not di-«^ 
reftly to pur purpofe, which at prefent is only to 
yelate the fortunes and cataftrophes of the great^ 
adors in thofe fcenes of emulation, Xyhich have 
t)een before dcfcribed. There was in the party 
of the Hugonots, a gentleman, named Pdkrot, of 
an a£tive mind and a defigning dharaftter. He 
had lived fome years in Spain ; arid having af- 
terwards embraced Calvinifm, arid -tefided fome 
titae at Geneva^ he difcovered fo much zeal for 
his new faith, and entered with /o much zeal in- 
to all the intrigues of theps^rty, that the Calvin- 
ifts in general cbnfidered him, as ap^rforiage cap-' 
able or attempting in their fevor the mdft haz- 
ardous enterprizes^'* |t is not one of the leaft 
evils of a civil war^ that no man's character is 
fecure againft fufpicions and imputatibns of the 
xnoft enormous crimes. : It isalmoft the univer-^ 
lal practice for eoch party to' charge the leaders 
of the other, with qverytbafe'aftion, every finif- 
ter event, and every/ high handed wickcdnefe, 
without much confideration or enquiry, whether 
there is truth, or evidence, or eVea color to fup* 
port the accufatiom : /The Catholics pretended 
that the Admiral and Theodore Beza,'; engaged 
Poltrot to aflaiGnate the Duke of Guife^ by promi* 
fes of great rewards, and byperfuadinghim that 
he could do nothing more acceptable to God, 
than to deliver his people from their moft cruel 
perfecutors. Poltrot yielding to their inftiga- 
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tions, pretended to have al3andoned the Calvinift 
party, and threw himfelf into the royal army, 
Where having infmuated himfelf into the houfe 
of the Dukfc of Guife, he watched for a favprablc 
moment to execute his defign. The 24th. of 
February, 1513, the Du^e after having given his 
orders for an aflfault which he intended to makd 
the next day^ at the bridge of Orlej^hS, returncci 
^t night to his quarters about a league .didant 
from the trenches ; Poltrot, mounted on aSpan- 
ifli horfe, very fleet, waited for him, on his pat 
fage, and feeing him accompanied, only by a gen- 
tliinan of the Queen, with whom he was clofely 
engaged in converfation,he (hot him in thebadc, 
with an arquebufe, loaded with three balls. The 
Duke was without arms, the three balls ftruck 
him under 'the right ihoulder and pierced him 
through the body ; he fell from his horfe for 
dead. His gentlemen, who marched before, that 
they might not * interrupt his converfation, re- 
turned, at this accident, and carried hijn to Jiis 
Jodgings, whereas fbon as they had examined 
his wound;' his life was defp^ired of. The/King, 
the Queen Mother and all the Lords in the army, , 
at the news of fo fatal a difafter, haftened to the 
Duke's lodgings j' but all their cares and reme- 
dies were ufelefs ; he died in three days, with 
great f^ntinients, faysDavila,' of piety andreK- 
gion, difcovering in his difcaiwrtfes ^ greatnefs of 
foul and a ihoderatioh moft admirabje. This 
Prince, united with the higheft valor and lingu- 
lar aA)ilities, a confurhmate prudence. As pro- 
found in council, a^ active in execution, he al- 
ways law. his deligns crowned with the happieft 
fuceefs. Thefe qualities had procured ilim the 
deputation of the firft Captain of his age, and his 
i , exploits 
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exploits merited the title of the defends and 
proteftor of the Catholic religion. He left a 
name glorious and celebrarcd to pofterity, tavr 
nijhed howe-ver to endle/s ages with the jkji imputation 
<of intolerance. 

Poltrot had efcapcd into a neighboring forell j 
but tortured by the remorfe of his confciencc, 
and by the terror of being purfued on all iides, 
he wandered all night in the woods, without be- 
ing able to find the road to Orleans. The next 
morning, exhaufted by fatigue, he was arretted 
by fome Swifs guards and led to the Queen and r 
the principal officers of the army. He akeri|ijl|||f j 
accufed and acquitted, both on thc.racl&And at 
his execution, the Admiral and Theodore Beza, 
who publiflied declarations throughout all Eu- 
rope, denying in the moft folcmn manner, their 
knowledge of the defign of ?oltrot. The court 
haftened' the execution of this monfter, before 
an opportunity had been given to confront an4 
examine him, as the Admiral requeftei, by quar- 
tering him between four horfes. The confe- 
quence was that the fufpicion was faftened, on 
thefe two auftere and excellent characters, in the 
jninds of the Catholic "party, though they have 
been uniformly acquitted t^ thp whole impartial 
world. In confequence of the ' prejudices of the 
Catholics, the children of the Dtike of Guife pre- 
ierved a cruel rdfentment, and took a horrible 
revenge. 

The death of the Duke of Guife was followed 
by a general peace — and the Royal Army retsikes 
Havre de Grace from the Englifli. The King ar- 
rives at his fourteenth year, and is declared of 
age. The Queen's inventive genius imagines va- 
rious means of appealing the difcontented Priji^ 
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t^s J and to accomplifli her defigns, travels with 
the King through all the provinces of the king- 
dom. In Dauphiny they contrived an interview 
with the Duke of Savoy ; at Avignon, with the 
Minifters of the Pope ; and on the frontiers of 
Guienne with the King and Queen of Spain. 
To thefe Princes they might communicate their* 
fecret defigns, without apprehenfion of their 
coming to the knowledge ot the Hugonots, 
which would have been almoft inevitable, if they 
had employed Ambaffadors, The Queen, witli 
ker ufual difftmulation, endeavored to prevent 
d^jDublic from fufpeding her genuine defign, 
ancH^ret views. She pretended that it w*^ ^ 
fimpl^ddl&e^ in the King to fee his kingdo«i, 
and fhow nimfeif to his people. The Queen pre- 
tended to con(eat to it only to difplay before the 
eyes of the people the magnificence of her court^ 
and to fee her daughter the Queen of Spain. Un- 
der the veil of thefe appearances, fo different 
from the truth, nothing was feen but magnifi- 
cent preparation^ and fumptuous liveries — noth- 
ing was talked of but huntings, balls, comedies 
and feafts. The intisrviews and intrigues in the 
courfe of their journey with the Dukes of Lor- 
rain, of Wirtemberg, and other Chiefs of the 
Proteftants or Catholics iij Germany ; the Count 
Palatine, the Duke of De^^cPonts, the Duke of 
Saxony, and Marquis of E»ia<ta. the Duke of Sa- 
voy, and the Minifters of tnelnpe, we pafs over. 
In 1565, at Bayonney they mat the Queen of 
Spain, accompanied with the Duke of Alva and 
the Count de Benevent : While they pretended 
to be there wholly eiDployed in feafts and plea- 
fures, they held fecret councils in concert, to 
abolifh the diverfity of religion. The Duke of 

Alva, 
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Alva, a min of a violent charaftcr, whofe very 
nartie, as well as that of the Cardinal de Lorrainj 
is aflbciated in every mind with bloody bigotry 
and anti-chrilUan intolerance, iaid boldly, that 
to cut the root of all novelties in matters of re- 
ligion, it was neceffary to ** cut off the heads of 
tile poppies'' — " To angle for the large flfli — not 
amui'e themfelves with the frogs" — " When the 
vinds fiiall ceafc to blow^ the waves of the popu- 
lace will foon be calmed." Thefe are the miier* 
able maxims of tyranny, whether it be exercifed 
by a fingle man or a multitude. " There is 
difference," according to Arii'totle, and 
and experience, " between a people gova _ 
ainajorityin a fingle aiTembly, anda'M^narcl 
in a tyranny ; for their manners are the fame, 
and tiiey both hold a delpOticjifiwer over better 
pcrfons than t' einlelves. Their decrees are like 
the other's edicts — their demagogues like the 
oiher'sflatterers." — Arljhtle's Politics Lib^ch.4. 
Uld Tarquln would not'Utter thefe muims-in 
words to the meilengcr of his 'fon ftfcoa Gabii, 
but walked out into his garden and rtru2k offthe 
heads of the talleft pippies with his fUfF. With 
no better autiiority tJi^n thele trite aphorifms of 
defpotifm, did the Duk* of Alva fupport his dog- 
niatifm, that a Sovereign could do nothing more 
fiiameful or ccr.tr:iry to his interefts, than to grant 
tohia lubjedh librfty of tonfcience, and his ad- 
vice to employ flCdl^'fword, to exterminate 
the Chiefs of th^iugonots, 

N9. 
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THE QuteR-Mother had cither tnofe hypocrio 
fy, or more foftnefs of temper, or more cunning. 
She was for eflaying all means of alluring the 
Chiefe of the Hugonots to the bofom of the 
Church, and their obedience to the King. 

The differences of drcumftances^ of manners* 
f interefts and charadters, as ufual, divided their 
nents, and, caufing them to look at things 
iffiirent fides, dictated oppofite refolutions. 
; two Kings however take meafures in concert 
liippr^- rebellions. Ihe Queen of Navarre 
' » td nrt. The King engages the family 
""»jns to a reconciliation with that of 
fiheir reciprocal hatreds foon rekin- 
ut afreilj." The Queen of Navarre 
"its the court. 

f ttie Duke of Alva was conform- 
per and character of this King, 
■jly reliflied the fentimeat of the 
j' that, f he heads of thofe rebels 
jhigb in'the *S|pte. The four iamilies 
on, Montrtiorencjr, Guife and ChatilUon, 
lated by other fiiboi-dinate families de- 
them," continu&their emulations, 
hatreds, envies," opaSfiiions, intrigues, 
, combina'ions, o^ompolitions, ter- 
; : Aiujther civil war breaks out, the 
jirtory^jj|vhlcii with its caufes and events, we 
ihall ieai^Kie reader to read in detail. In 1567, 
at the battle of Saint Dennis, the Conftable de 
Montmorency, in fpight of five wounds he had 
« e received 
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received in the head and face, fought with e'jl^« 
treme valor, endeavors to rally his troops, and 
lead them on to battle, when Robert Stuart, a 
Scot, came up to him and prefenting to him a 
pifiol, the Conftable faid to him, " you are ig- 
norant then that I am the Conftable/' " It 15 
becaufe I know you, faid Stuart, that I prefent 
you this,'* and at the fame time ihot him in the 
ihoulder with his own piftol j although the vio- 
lence of the blow ftruck down the Conftable, he 
had ftill ftrength enough left to ftrike Stuart in 
the filce with the hilt of his fword, which re- 
mained in his hand, though the blade was ^Xffm^- 
ken, with fuch force as broke his jaw, beat.^Sut 
three of his teeth and brought him down by his 
fide half dead. The Hugonots were defeated 
howevcf, but the next day the Conftable died 
at the age of foreft ore, after ha^ng fhewn iA 
the action as much enterprize, bravery and vigdir 
as if he had been in the full ftrength of hi&vouth. 
He preferved to his laft nioment, an apSirable 
firmnefs and prcferice of mind ; j;^prieft ap- 
proached his bed, to prepare him fi^death ; the 
Conftable turned to him with a wrene counte- 
nance, and prayed to be left in rcpofe— adding, 
it would be fhameful for him to have lived eighty 
years, without learning to die for half an hour. 
His wifdom, his rare prudence, and long experi- 
ence in affairs procured for him and his family 
immenfe riches, and the firft employments under 
the crown : J^ut he was always fo unfortunate in 
the command of armies, that in all the entcrpri- 
zes where he had the command in chief, he was 
cither beaten, or wounded, or made prifoner. 

I'bc Calviniftic army retired into Champaine, 
and afterwards into Lorrain to meet the troops 

they 
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they expected from Germany. The Queen, whom 
the death of the Conftable had now delivered 
from the power and ambition of the Grandees, 
?ind who remained the finglc arbiter of the Cath- 
olic party, would no longer expofe Bierfelf to the 
dangers of an unlimited power by advifing the 
King to name another Conftable or General of 
the army. She judged^ more proper to refervc 
to the difpofition of the King and in her own 
power; the whole authority of the command* 
She therefore perfuMed Charles, by many rea- 
fons, to place at the head of his army, the Duke 
iftAiijoUj his brother, a young Prince of great 
Slopes, but who was not yet fixteen years of age. 
The army is reinforced by fuccours fent from 
Flanders by the King of Spain, and from Pied- 
mont, and many other places. The Duke of 
Anjou follows the Hugonots, to give them bat- 
tle before their junction with the Germans. He 
overt^J|es them near Chalons : But the mifun-^ 
derftairaiKigs and other obftacles excited in his 
(pouncil, Kmder him from hazarding a battle. 
The Calidniib pafs the Meufe and form a junc- 
tion with the auxiliary troops commanded by the 
Prince Caflimir. They return into Champaine. 
The Queen goes to the army to extinguilh the 
divifions that reign there. They take the refo- 
lution not to attack the Hugonots, now become 
too formidable : hut to draw out the war, into 
length ; marches off the two armies, fatisfied 
with obferving each other's motions. This Fabian 
fyftem of the Catholics difconcerts the Prince of 
Conde and the Admiral, unprovided with money 
to fupport, for any length of time, their army* 
In order to draw the royal army to battle they 
form the fiege of Chartres. The danger of that 

city 






• i ". . . . li'- " **?t. .' 



338 DISCOITRSES ON DAVILA. 

city gives occafion to new propofitions of peace ? 
Indeed a peace is concluded and the two armies 
arc feparated ; but the i 'ugonots did not furren* 
der all the places they were mafters of, nor did 
the King difcharge his Swifs or Italian troops~- 
which occafion new quarrels* 

The court, feeing that the Hu^onots did not 
execute, the conditions under which they had 
been promifed an oblivion of the paft, a^empts 
to take ofF the Prince of Coijfle ana the Admiral» 
who had retired well accompanied, to Noyers in 
Burgundy. They are advertiled of their danger 
and efcape to Rochell, reaffemble their forces, 
and make themfelves matters of *^aintonge, Poi- 
tou and Tourdine. 1 he King orders the Duke 
of Anjou to march apinft them. The two ar- 
mies meet at Janfeneud, without engaging : they 
meet again at Loudun ; the rigor of the feafon 
prevents a battle. Ihe exceflive cold obliges 
them to march at a diftance from each|^ther^ 
Diftempers break out in. both armies ana carry 
oflF vaft numbers. They open the next campaign, 
in the month of March. The Hugonots pais the 
Charente, break down the bridges, and guard all 
the paiTages I he Duke of Anjou, by the meansi . 
of a ftratagem, paffes the river* The battle of 
Jarnac enfues. On the fixteentb of March, 1 569, 
this famous aftion, fo fatal to the Proteftant 
caufe and to liberty of confcience in France, as to 
have annihilated, or at leaft to have opprefied 
both for two hundred and fifty years, took place. 
The young Duke of Guife diftinguifhed himfelf 
on that day, by attacking the left wing of the 
Calvanifis, commanded by the Admiral and Dan^ 
dilot at the head of the nobility of Britanny and 
Normandy, and gave proofs of a courage, and 

talents 
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talents capable of performing as much good, pr 
committing as much evil as his father had done« 
The Prince of Obnd^j^ who commanded the 
main body, oppofed to the Duke of Anjou, fup* 
ported with intrepidity the fliock of the enemyi 
and when abandoned by his right and left, char* 
ged on all fides by the conq^uerors and furround- 
cd by a whole world of enemies, he and thofc 
who accompanied him, fought with defperation* 
In arranging his Iquadrons, he h^d been wound- 
ed in the leg by a kick of the Duke de^ la Rochc- 
foucault's horfe, and in the combat his own was 
killed and overthrown upon him* This Prince, 
thus dangeroufly wounded, put one knee to the 
groundand continued to fight, untilMontefquiou, 
Captain of the guards of the Duke of Anjou, flibt 
him through the head with a pifioL Robert Stu- 
art, who had killed the Confiable at the battle of 
' St. Dennis, and almoft all the gentlemen of Poitou 
and Saiijionge, were cut in pieces, by the fide of 
the Prinos* 

The Duke of Anjou, fought in the firft ranks 
of his fquadron with a valor above his years, ha4 
an horfe killed under him, and ran great rifques 
of his life. The Hugonots loft near feven hun- 
dred noblemen or knights of diftinftion. The 
foldiers, in derifion, with feoffs and infults, bro't 
the body ot the Prince of Conde upon an ais or 
pack-horfe to the Duke of A^ijou at Jarn^c. 

L'an mil cinq cvns foixante & neuf 
Entre Jamac & Chateau — ^iieuf 
Fut porte mort fur une ^nefle, 
JLe grand ennemi de la MeQe* 

Young Henry, Prince of Navarre, begged the 
body of the Duke of Anjou, who fent it to Ven* 

dome 
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Ihe Queen of Navarre, after having approtreA 

e views of the Admiral, affembled the troops ( 

J fpi)ke to them with a firmnefs above her fex, 

I J exhorted all thofe biave warriors to continue 

nilant and united, for the defence of their lib- 

Ity and their religion. She propofed to them 

Ir Chiefs the two young Princes, who were pre- 

Bit, and whofe noble air interefted the fpecta- 

s ; adding, that, under the aufpices of thefe 

rn young fhoots from the royal blood, they 

L^lit to hope for the moft happy fuccefs to the 

t pretenfions of the common caufe. This dif- 

■uite animated the courage of t^e army, who 

Ipeired to forget in an inftant the chagrin 

luled by the lois of the battle, and by the dif- 

Bntions which had followed it. The Admiral 

fd the Ear! of Rochefoucault were the firft to 

lit, and to take an oath of fidelity to the 

rincen of Bourbon ; the nobility and all the oiE- 

s did the lime, and the foldiers, with great 

"aniations, applauded jhc choice which their 

' ^ had made of the Princes for Chiefs and 



itilelf in the grandeur and elevation of the AdmS^ 
tdHj wzs coniiderably weakened. But Colign} 
furmounted all obftacles by his addrefs'^-^he begaft 
by renouncing in appearance thofe chimerical 
titles with which a vain ambition would have 
been fatisfied, propofiiig however, in fad, to pre* 
ferve isill the authority of the command. He res 
Solved to declare Chiefs of the party and Genera 
als of the army, Henry Prince of Navarre^ and 
Henty Prince of Coiide, fon of the deceafed 
Prince. During the childhood of thefe, the Ad* 
miral remained iiece£&rily charged with the cohm 
da&, and adminiilration of all a£fairs of import^ 
ance. It wa$, among Proteftants, as well as Ga^ 
tholics, in the caufe of liberty as well as that^ o£ 
tyranny, the only means of reprejEng the ambi*' 
tion and pretenfions, the envy, jealoufly, malig-> 
liity and perfidy of the grandees ; the otily mean*, 
of anfwering the cxpeftations of the people, and 
of uniting minds which the diverfity of fentimenf- 
had already very much divided- 

In this refolution, without demanding what he 
felt, he could not obtain — The Admiral intreat^i 
ed the Queen of Navarre to come to the army^ 
f eprefentmg to her that the moment was arrived 
for elevating the Prince her fon to that degree 
of grandeur for which he v^s born, and to whicb 
fee had long afpired. The Queen was not want- 
ing in courage or fortitude : already refolved at 
all hazards to declare her fon the head of the 
party, fhe came with all the diligence which a 
ftroke of fo much importance required, and ap» 
peared with the two Princes at the camp at Cog- 
nac. Difcord reigned in the army, notwithftand- 
ing the neceifity of union and unanimity, to fucb 
a degree that it was on the point of difbanding. 

The. 
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The Queen of Navarre^ after having appratred 
the views of the Admiral, afikmbled the trpop.s % 
fhc fpoke to them with a firmnefs above her fcx, 
and exhorted all thofe brave warriors to continue 
confiant and united, for the defence of their lib« 
erty and their religion. She propofed to them 
for Chiefs the two young Princes, who were pre- 
fent, and whofe noble air interefted the fpe£fau 
tors ; adding, that, under . the aufpices of thefc 
two young £boots from the roysd blood, they 
ought to hope for the moft happy fuccefs to tha 
juft pretenfions of the common caufe. This dif- 
courfe animated the courage of tt^ army, who' 
appeared to forget in an inftant the chagrin 
caufed by the lofs of the battle, and by the di£l 
lentions which had followed it. The Admiral 
and the Ear) of Rochefoucault were the fir ft to 
fubmit, and to take an oath of fidelity to the 
Princes of Bourbon ; the nobility and all the offi«» 
cers dic\ the fame, and the foldiers, with great 
acclamations, applauded ^the choice which their 
Generals had made of the Princes for Chiefs and 
froiedors of the reformed religion. This in human 
imaginations is confidered, and in human lan« 
guage is called, Digmty ! The greateft States- 
man, and the greateft General of his age, muft 
refign the command of his own army, even in the 
caule of religion, virtue and liberty, to two 
beardlefs boys, becaufe they had more wealth, 
and better blood.. - ^ 

' Henry of Bourbon, Prince of Navarre, aged 
15, had however a lively fpirit, a great and gen- 
erous foul, and difcovered a decided inclination 
for war : animated by the councils of his moth* 
er, he accepted without hefitation the command 
of the army, ^ and promifed the Uugonots, in a 

concife 
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ic<»li£ife military eloquence, to proteft their reli- 
gion, and to perfevere in the common caufe, un- 
til death or viftory fliould procure them liberty* 
The Prince of Cbnde, whofe tender age permitted 
not to exprefs his fentiments, marked his confeAt 
only by his geftures. Thus the Prince of Na- 
varre, who joined to the fuperiority of age the 
prerogative of firft Prince of the blood, bccarne 
really the head of the partj^** In memory of this 
event, the (^een Jane caufed medals of gold to 
Jje ftruck, which reprefented on one fide her own 
*fcuft, on the other that of her fori, with this in- 
Icription — ^Pax certa, vicroRiA integra,mors 
jmsESTA-^ji/afe peacCy compleat vidory^ or honors 
hie death. 

Coli^i remains charged with the conduft of 
the war, by reafon of the youth of the Princes- 
he divides his troops, and throws them into the 
cities which adhered to him. The Duke of An* 
jou purfues bis viftory, and forms the fiege of 
Cognac, which he is obliged however to raifc, by 
the vigorous refiftance of the befieged : he takes 
Ibveral other cities. A new army of Germans, 
commanded by the Duke of Deux Ponts, enters' 
France to affift the Hugonots. Wolfang ot Ba- 
varia, Duke of Deux Ponts, excited by the money 
and the promifes of Xht Hugonots, with the aid 
of the Duke of Saxony and the Count Palatine of 
the Rhine, at the folicitation of the Queen of 
England, had raifed an army of 6000 infantry,* 
.and 8000 horfe. In the fame army was Willian^ 
df Naffau, Prince of Orange, and Louis and 
Henry his brothers, who, after having quittied 
Flanders, to avoid the cruelty of the Duke of 
Alva, fupported the interefts of the Calvinifts of 
France, whofe religion they profefTed. This ar- 

Ff my 
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my inarches towards the Loire, takes La Charite^ 
and pafles the river. The Duke of Deux Pontft 
dies of a fever, and is-fucceeded in command by 
Count Mansfield. The Princes, and their Mentor 
the Admiral, march to meet this fuccour, Tb^ 
Duke of Anjou, for fear of being furrounded by 
thele two armies.retires into Limoufin. The Hu- 
gonots, combined with their allies, follow the 
royal army. A fpirite^^adion at Roche- Ab^e« 
The fterility of the country forces the Hugonots 
to retire. The Queen-Mother comes to the campit 
The refolution is taken to feparate the royal ar- 
my, to leave the forces of the Hugonots to con- 
fume by time : it is feparated, in fad, and tbe 
Duke of Anjou retires to Roches in Toursuhe* 



No. 30. 



THE Hugonots lay fiege to Poitiers. The Duktf 
of Guife refolVes to throw himfelf into it to fuc- 
cour the garrifon. This young Prince, the ob- 
ject of the hopes of the Catholics, propofed to 
nimfelf to become one day their chief, by imitat- 
ing thus, at the beginning of his career, by an 
illuftrious and memorable example, the glory of 
his father ; who, by the defence of Metzagainft 
the forces of the Emperor Charles the Vth. had 
prei)ared his way to the higheft power and moft 
brilliant reputation. 

The Duke of Anjou propofes to raife the iGegc 
by a diverfion— he affembles his army, and leads 
it 'to Chatelleraud. The Admiral raifes the ilege 

of 
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of Poitiers, and obliges the Duke of Anjou to 
riife that of ChateUeraud. The Duke of Guife, 
however, by his adtivity in defence of Poitiers, 
and his frequent falHes, came out of it covered 
* with glory and applaufe ; the whole ( atholic 
party began to confider him as the fupport of 
religion, and the worthy fucceffor of the power 
of his father. Sanfac in vain lays fiege to la 
Chatite. The Earl of Montgonttry defeats the 
Roysdifts in Beam, furrounds Terfide, and takes 
J|hk& prifoner. The Duke of Anjou comes to 
^"ours, to confulr. with the King his brother, and 
the Queen-Mother : The Duke of Guife came 
there alfo, Xhining with honor and fflory for the 
great aftions by which jie had fignauzed himfelf 
at the defence of Poitiers. They all deliberated 
on the means of pulhing the war, and the Duke 
K-i of Guife, coming in the place of his father, was 
then admitted for the firft time into the fecret 
I council : he owed this fayor to the fplendor of 
\ his birth, to the fer vices of his father, to his own 
valor, to the proteftion of the Cardinal of Lor- 
tain his uncle, but above all to the implacable 
Jiatred which the King bad conceived againft the 
Admiral. After the death of the Prince of Con- 
d^, at the battle of BalTac, Charles had entertained 
hopes that the Calviniftical party, no longer fup- 
ported by the authority of a Prince of the blood, 
por of a General capable by his reputation an4 
his valor of fupporting the weight of fo great an 
enterprize, would fep2^rate and difperfe, or at 
leaft incline to fubmit. But he faw, on the con- 
trary, that the policy of the Admiral had reani- 
mated the forces of his party ; that his valor and 
his ability, by availing himfelf of the name of 
the two young Princes of the blood royal, had 
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pfe£erved union amoAg the CalviniftSy caufbd 
greater commotians^ and expofied the State ta 
dangers more terrible than any which had been 
before experienced. I^e therefore caufed the 
Admiral Coligni to be declared a rebel* by an 
arret of the Parliament of Paris, which' yra3 pub- 
liitied and tranflated into feveral languages. They 
dragged him in effigy upon an hurdle,, and at- 
tached him to a gibbet in the place deftined to. 
the execution of malefactors : they ordsdned thsft 
his houfes ihould be razed to. the foundations^ 
and his goods fold at auction. From this time 
the King refolved to purfue the Admiral • to 
death, began to elevate and favor the houfe. o£- 
Lorraine, and above all the Duke ojp Guife, who, 
burning with ardor to avenge the death of hia 
father, did not difllmulate the implacable hatred 
he bore to Coligni. The Admiral continues the 
war with vigor. The Duke of Anjou, whofe 
army, had been reinforced^ feek$ a battle : the 
Admiral endeavors to avoid it. At length he 
prepares for it, forced by a mutiny of his own 
army who demand it : he endeavor^ nev6rthe- 
lefsto retire : the Duke qf Anjou purfues him^' 
a,nd joins him near Moncontour : the two armies 
come to action on the plains of Moncontour, and 
a bloody battle enfues ; victory remains to the 
Duke of Anjou, with a great carnage of the Hu- 
gonors. The party is difcouraged ; but the Ad- 
miral, although dangerpufly wounded, taifes 
their fpirits, a.nd peyfuades them to continue the 
V^ar. The Princes and the Admiral abandon the 
whole country, e^^cpt Rochellc, Angouleme, and, 
Saint Jean crAngeli. 

Their dcfign was to join the Earl of Montgom- 
meri — a refource which fortune feemed to have. 
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weferved to re-eftablilh their forces and repair 
tkheir loifes. After that junftion, they intended 
to remain in the mountains until the Princes oi 
Germany and the Queen of England fhould fend 
them fuccors. They founded, moreover, fgme 
hopes on the Marfhal of Damville, Governor of 
Languedoc^ who for fome time appeared inclin- 
ed in their favor, and with whom they maintain 
a fecret intelligence. While the Conftable lived, 
Damville had held a diftinguiflied rank in the 
^ Catholic party, and had Ihewn himfelf a declar- 
ed enemy of the Hugonots. His jealoufy againft 
Francis of Montmorenci, his eldei; brother, v/ho 
was connefted in friendfhip with the Prince of 
Conde and the Colignis, his relations, had in- 
ipired him with this hatred of the Calvinifts ; 
.which had been fomented by the efteem which 
the Guifes profeffed for him, and the favors they 
procured him- Able and profound in diffimula- 
tion, according to conjunftures, they had em- 
ployed all poflible artifices to retain him in their 
psy^yj and by his intervention to attach to them 
indinolubly, the Conftable, who difcovered much 
,ptcdileftion and partiality for Damville, whom 
he believed fuperioy in courage and abilities to 
liis other children. The Queen-Mother made 
him the fame demonftrations. Obliged, during 
the minority of the King, to manage the gran- 
dees, £hc employed the Marfhal Damville topre- 
ferve her the attachment of the Conftable ; but 
^fter his death, all thefe motives and confidcrar 
tions ceafed. The Queen, who had no longer 
occafion for Damville, gave herfeif little trouble 
to reward his fervices. 1 he Guifes, far from 
ihowing him the fame regard, employed the 
^ii^nagertient ?ind perfu^fions of the Cardinal of 
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Lorraine, who was now very highly in favor 
with Charles IXth. to deprefs and diflerve the 
Marihal, as a fprout of an houfe which had been 
long the objedl of hatred and jealoufy to that of 
Lorraine. Damville foon perceived this change : 
the death of his father put an end to his differen* 
ces with his elder brother, who was pot lefs ex- 
^fperated than himfelf at the refufal of the office 
of Conftable, poflefled fo long by their father, and 
which they had folicited more than once. He 
began to make advances to the friends and rela- 
tions of his family, and fought to renew an in- 
tercourfe with the Admiral, to whom he inti- 
mated fecret, though uncertain hopes. Thii 
motive had hindered him from fuccouring Ter» 
fide in Beam, and from taking from the i^'ugOf 
nots the places which they held in Gafcony an4 
Languedoc. He was the more inclined in favor 
of the Ca'vinifts, as he faw the Admiral already- 
advanced in years, and every d^y expofed fa 
evident dangers. If this nobleman Ihould die 
before the Princes were of an age to command,' 
Damville hoped to fucceed him m the command 
of the Calviniftic party : — finally ,he dreaded,that 
if the King and the Guifes Ihou'd overbear the 
Princes, the Admiral and all the Hugonots, they 
would then turn their efforts againft the family 
of JVIontmorenci, which would remain alone of 
^11 the ancient rivals, who had iiifpired him with 
jealoufy. Thcfe difpofitions did not efcape the 
penetration of the Admiral. Excited by fuch 
Jiopes, he perfuaded the Princes to abandon the 
flat country, and retire with a fmall liumber of 
troops into the mount'iins of Gafcony and Lan- 
guedoc. The Duke of Anjou befieges and takes 
S«iint Jean d'Angeli, and lofes much time and 

many 
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ttiany foldiers : he falls fick and retires firft to 
Angers, and then to Saint Germain. The Prin- 
ces join the Earl of Montgommeri, and reinforce 
their troops in Gafcony. They pafs the winter 
in the mountains, and (lefcend into the plains in 
the fpring : they pafs the Rhone, and extend 
themfelvcs into Provence and Dauphiny. They 
inarch towards Noyers and la Charite, with tha 
deiign to approach Paris. The King fend^p againft 
thenm an army under the command of the Mar* 
flial de V offe, a general of little aftivity, and 
who defired not the ruin of the Hugonots. Fron^ 
a fear of confiding his armies to noblemen, whom 
their elevation, their power and their animoiities^ 
or the great numbor of their partizans, had ren* 
dered fufpefted by him, the King committed the 
conduft of it to a General, who, perfifting in hia 
ordinary inclination, gav6 the Hugonots a favor- 
able opportunity to revive. This refolution was 
alfo attributed to the policy of the Duke of Aa- 
jou, who dreaded that fome other General might 
take away the fruit of his labors and viftories. 
It is pretended that fuch motives engaged him to 
infpire the King with fufpicions agamft all the 
other Princes and Generals, and to prefer, to 
them, a man -whom he confidered as incapable 
of gaining any great advantages* 

No. 
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manimos, ccrtaiRenregni, accupldo veifabaC. 

■ HE two armies met in Burgundy — but the 

, being inferior, evaded an engagement. . 
ll"lie Queen-mother, in 1570, had too much 
n;L'tration not to unravel the manceuvrcs of the 
lilhals dc Coffe' and Damvillc. She informed 
I King of them, and perfuadcd him to liften 
opofitions of accommodation. She perceiv- 
lihat the paffions and the perfidy of thefe gran- 
ts, might throw the iiatc into the greateft 
;ers, if the war was continued, ijiie was 
nore determined by the news which flie re- 
lied from Gerjnany, wiiere the Prince Cafimir 
»an to raifc troops in favor of the Hugonots. 
■ finances were exhauftcd to fuch a degree, 
I knew not where to lind funds to pay 
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deprived ofthefupport of their leaders. It was thus, 
that the court would have fubftituted craft in*' 
ftead oiforce^ to execute a defign, which the ob- 
ftinacy of the Hugonots, or the want of fidelity 
in thofc who commanded armies, had always de- 
feated when recourfe had been only to arms. 

With fuch dark and horrid views were over* 
tures of peace made, and conditions concluded. 
The Princes and Admiral, ftill diffident and dif- 
truftful, retir-e to Rochelle. ITie King endeavors 
to gain their confidence. To this end, he propo- 
fes to give his fifl:er Marguerite in marriage, to 
the Prince of Navarre, and to make war in Flan- 
dersrupon the Spaniards. The marriage is re- 
folved on, and all the Chiefs of the Hugonots 
come to Court. The Queen of Navarre is poi- 
foned. After her death the marriage is celebrat- 
ed, during the feafts of which, Admiral Coligni 
is wounded by an aflaflin. The King, takes the 
refolution that, as in extreme cafes it is impru-. 
dence to do things by halves, the Hugonots 
fliould be exterminated. The night between the 
23d and the 14th of Augufl:, 1572, a Sunday 
called Saint. Bartholomew's Day, the Admiral is 
maffacreed, and almoft all the other Calvinifts 
are cut in pieces in Paris, and in feveral other 
cities in the kingdom. 

Such, in nations where there is not a fixed and 
known confliitution, or where there^is a conftitu- 
tion, without an effectual balance, are the tragi- 
cal efietts of emulation, jealouGes and rivalries — 
deflruclion to all the leaders — poverty, beggary 
and ruin to the followers. France, after a cen- 
tury of fuch horrors, found no remedy againft 
them but in abfolute monarchy : nor did any 
nation ever find any remedy againfl the miferies 
of fufch rivalries among the gentlemen^ but in 
defpotifm, nionarchy, or a balanced conflitution. 
It is not ncceffary to fay, that every defpotifm 
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and monarchy that ever has exifted among nxcif^ 
arofe out of fuch emulations amojig the princL- 
pal men ; but it may be afferted wit£ confidence, 
that this caufe alone is fufhcient to account for 
the rife, progrefs and eftablifhment of 6very def- 
potifm and monarchy in the four quarters of the 
globe. 

It is not intended at this time to purfue any 
further this inftructive though melancholy hifto- 
ry, nor to make any comparifons, in detail, be- 
tween the ftate of France in 1791, and the con- 
dition it was in two or three centuries ago. But 
if there are now differences of opinion 'in reli- 
gion, morals, government and philofophy — if 
there are parties, and leaders of parties — if there 
are emulations — if there are rivalries and rivals 
— is there any better provifion made by the con- 
ftitution to balance them now tha'^ formerly ?*— 
If there is not, what is the reafon ? who is the 
caufe ? All the thunders of heaven, although a 
Paratonnere had never been invented, would not 
in a thoufand years have deftroyed fo many lives, 
nor occafioned fo much defolation among man- 
kind, as the majority of a legiflature in one un- 
controled affembly may produce in a fingle Saint 
Bartholomew's Day.* Saint Bartholomew's Days 
are the natural, neceffary and unavoidable effed: 
and confequence of diverfities in opinion, the fpi- 
rit of party, unchecked paflions, emulation arid ri» 
valry, where there is not a power always ready 
and inclined t * throw weights into the lighteft 
fcale. to preferve or reftore the equilibrium. 

With a view of vindicating republics, com- 
monwealths and free ftates, from unmerited re- 
proaches, we have detailed thefe anecdotes from 
the hiftory of France. With equal propriety we 
might have reforted to the hiftory of England, 

which 
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which is full of contefts and diffentions of the 
fame fort. There is a morfel *of that hiftory, thj? 

*life and aftions of the proteftor Somerfet, fo re- 
markably appofite, that it would be worth while 
to relate it — for the prefent however it muft be 
waved. It is too fafliionable with writers to im- 

. pute fuch contentions to republican goyernments^ 
as if they were peculiar to theni ; whereas nothing 
is further from reality. Republican writers thenir 
felves have been as often guilty of this miftake, 
in whom it is an indifcretion, as monarcliical wrir 
ters, in whom it may be thought policy ; in botij 
however it is an error. We mall mention only 
two, Machiavel and de Lolme. In Machiavel*$ 
hiftory of Florence, lib. 3, we read, "It is given 
from above that in all republics, there ftiould be 

. fatal families, \yho are born for the ruin of them ; 
to the end: that in human affairs nothing fhould 
be perfjetual or quiet.*' 

If indeed this were acknowledged to be the 
will of heaven, as Machiavel feems4:o affert, why 
fhould we entertain refentments againft fuch fa^ 
milies ? They are but inftruments, and they can- 
not but anfwer their end. If they are commif- 
jioned from above to be deftroying angels^ why 
Ihould we oppofe or refift them ! As to " the 
end" there are other caufes enough, which will 
forever prevent perpetuity or tranquility, in any 
great degree in human affairs. Animal life is a 
chemical procefs ; and is carried on by unceafing 
motion. ' Our bodies and minds, like the heavens^ 
the earth and the fea, like all animal, vegetable 
and mineral nature ; like the elements of earth, 
air, fire and water, are continually changing.— 
The mutability and mutations of matter, and much 
ihore of the intdleftual and moral world, are 
the confequence of laws of nature, not lefs withr 
out 9ur power than beyond our comprehenfion. 
While we are thus affured that ia oijie fcnfe no- 
thing 
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thing in human affairs will be perpetual or at reft ; 
we ought to remember at the fame time, that the 
duration of our lives, the fecurity of our proper- 
ty, the exiftcnce of our conyeniences, comforts 
and pleafures, the repofe of private life, and the 
tranquility of fociety, are placed in very great 
degrees, in human power. Equal laws may be 
ordained and executed, great families as well as 
little ones, may be reftrained. And that policy 
is not lefs pernicious than that philofophy is falfe, 
which reprefents fuch families as fent by heaven 
to be judgments : It is not true in fad. On the 
contrary they are fent to be bleflings — and they 
are bleflings until by our own o^ftinate ignorance 
and imprudence, in refufing to eftablifli fuch in- 
jftitutions as will make them always bleflings, we 
turn them into curfes. There are evils it is true 
which attend them ^s w^U as other human bleff^- 
mgs, even government, liberty, yirtue and reli- 
gion. It is the province of philofophy and poli- 
cy to incrcafe the good and leflen the evil that 
attends them as much as poflible. * But it is not 
Purely the way, cither to increafe the good or 
ieflen the evil which accompanies fuch families^ 
to reprefent them to the people as machines, as 
rods, as fcourges, as blind and ii^echanical inftru- 
ihents in the hands of divine vengence, unmixe4 
with benevolence. Nor has it any good tenden- 
cy or effeft, to endeavour to render them unpop- 
ular ; to make them objecls of hatred, malice, 
jcaloufy, envy, or revenge to the common people. 
The way of wifdom to happinefs is to make man- 
kind more friendly to each other. The exiftencc 
of fuch men or families is not their fault. They 
created not t^emfelves. We, the Plebeians, finc( 
them, the workmanfhipof God and nature likeour« 
felves. The conftitution of nature arid the courfq 
of providence has produced them as well as. us : 

and 
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ind they and we muft live togetlier ; it depends 
pn ourfelves indeed whether' it fhall be in peace, 
love and friendihip, or in war or hatred. M or arc . 
they reafonabiy the objects of cenfyre or averfioni 
of refentment, envy or hatred, for the gifts of 
fortune, any more than for thofe of nature. ' Con- 
fpicuous birth is no more in a man's power to a*' 
void, than to obtaii). Hereditary riches are no 
more a reproach than they are a merit. A pater- 
nal eftate is neither a virtue nor a fault.^ He 
Jnuft rieverthelefs be a novice in this world who 
does not know that thefe gift of fortune, are ad- 
vantages in fociety and life, which confer influ- 
ence, popularity and power. The diftinfti6n that 
is made between the gifts of nature and thofe of 
fortune appears to be not well founded. It is 
fortune which confers beauty and ftrength, which 
?ire called qualities of nature as much as birth and 
hereditary wealth,, which are called accidents of 
fortune : and on the other hand it is nature 
which confers thefe favours, as really as ftature 
and agility. 

Narrow and illiberal fentiments are not pecular 
Xo the rich or the poqr. If the vulgar have found 
a Machiavel to give countenances to their liialig- 
ility, by his contraded and illiberal exclamations 
againft illuftrious families, as the curfe of heaven i 
the rich and the rioble have not Unfrequently 
produced foirdid inftahces of individuals among 
themfelves, who have adopted and propogated an 
opinion that God hates the poor, and that pov- 
erty, and mifery on earth are inflided by Provi- 
dence in its wrath and difplealiire. This noble 
philofophy is furely as fhallow atid as execrable 
as the other Plebeian philofophy of Machiavel ; 
but it is countenanced by at leaft as many of the 
phenomena of the world. Let both be difcarded 
as the reproach of human undeflrfltoding, and a 
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difgracc to human nature. Let the rich and the 
poor unite in the bands of mutual affection, be 
mutually fcnfiblc of each others ignorance, weak- 
xiefs and error, and unite in concerting mcafures 
iFor their mutual defence, again (t each other's 
views and follies, by fupporting an impartial Me- 
diator. 

That ingenious G.encvan, to whom the Eng- 
lifh nation is indebted for a more intelligible 
(explanation of their own confliitution than any 
that has been ever publiflied by their own Aeher- 
ly or Bacon, Bolingbroke or Blackllone, has quo- 
ted this paffagc of Machiavel, and applied it, like 
him, to the dilhonour of republican governments. 
De Lolme, in his conftitutiqn of England, Book ^ 
e. I. fays — " 1 cannot avoid tranfcnbing a part of 
"the fpeech which a citizen of Florence addreffed 
^' once to the Senate : the reader will find in it 
*' a kind of abridged ftory pf all republics/' He 
then quotes the paflage before cited from Machiavel. 

Why fliould fo grave an accufation be brought 
againft republics ? If it were well founded, it 
wouldbe a very ferious argument, not only againft 
fuch forms of government, but againft human 
nature. Families and competitions, are the un- 
avoidable confequence of that emulation, >yhich 
God and nature have implanted in the human 
heart, for the wifcft and beft purpofes, an4 
which the public good, inftead of cooling or 
cxtinguifhing, requires to be directed to honor 
and virtue, and then nourifhed, cherifhed, 
and cultivated. If fuch contentions appeared 
only in republican governments, there would 
be fome color for charging them as a re- 
proach to thefe forms ; but they appear as fre- 
quent and as violent in defpotifms and ^lonar- 
chies, as they do in commonwealths. In all the 
defpotifms of Afia and Africa, in all the monar- 
chies of Europe, there are conftant fucceffions of 
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emulation and rivalry, and confequently of con- 
tefts and diflentions among families. Defpotifm^ 
which cruflies and decapitates, fomctimes inter- 
rupts their progrefs, and prevents fome of theif S 
tragical efFefts. Monarchies, with their fpies, 
ktters de catchet, dungeons and inquifitions^ - 4! 
may do ahnoft as well, but the balance of a free 
government is more effeftual than either, with- 
out any of their injuftice, caprice or cruelty. 
The foregoing examples from the Hiftory of 
France, and a thou land others equally ftriking 
which might be added, iliow that' Bourbons and 
Montmorencies, Guifcs and Colignis, were as fa- 
tal families in that kingdom as tlje ISuondelmenti 
and Huberti, the Donati and Cerchi, the Rici 
and Abbizzi, or Medici at Florence. * 
Inftead of throwing falfe imputations on rc- 

* publican governments ; inftead of exciting or fo- 
menting a vulgar malignity againft the moft re- 
fpeclable men and families — let us draw the pro- 
per inferences from hiftory and experience — let 
us lay it down for a certain faft, firft, that emu- 
lation between individuals, and rivalries ainong 
families, never can be prevented : fecond, let us 
adopt it as a certain principle that they ought 
not to be prevented, but direfted to virtue, and 
then ftinvulated and encouraded by generous ap- 

. plaufe and honorable rewards* And from thefe 
premifes let the conclufion be, as it ought to be, 
that an effectual controul be provided in the con- 
ftitution, to check their exceffes and balance their 
weights. If this conclufion is not drawn, anoth- 
er will follow ofitfelf — the people will be ^ the 
dupes, and the leaders will worry each other and 
the people too, till both are weary and aftiamed, 
and frona feeling, n^t from reafojiing, fet up a ^ 
matter and a defpot for a Proteftor. What kind 
of a Protedor he will be, may be learned here- 
after from Stephen Boctius* 
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